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candidates for seats as Representatives from the 
site of New Jersey had received the greatest num- 
ber of lawful votes at the late election in that 
giate, made a detai'ed report thereon, concluding 
with stating that Messrs. Dickerson, Vroom, 
Kitz, Ryat, and Cooper, had received the 
greatest number of lawful votes. 
REPORT 

ON THE NEW JERSEY CONTESTED ELECTION 
In compliance with the resclation adopted by the 

House of Representatives, on the 28th ullimo, 

instructing the Committce of Elections to “ re- 

port forthwith which five of the ten individuals 
claiming seats from the State of New Jersey, re- 
ceived the greatest number of lawful votes from the 
whole State for Representatives in the Congress of 
the United States at the election of 1¢38, in said 

State, with all the evidence of that fact in their pos- 

session: Provided, That nothing herein contained 

shall be so construed as to prevent or delay the action 
of said committee in taking testimony er deciding the 
said case upon the merits of the election.” The 
commitiee submit the the following 

REPORT: 

While the committec, from the commencement 
of its labors in this important case, have been 
actuated by the most anxious desire to do justice 
to tLe individual claimants, to the ancient and 
honorable State fur whose service they are main- 
taining an animated contest, and to the whole 
American peop!e, who have a deep and abiding in- 
terest in preserving the purity of elections; and 
while for securing so valuable a result, the com- 
mittee had marked out a course somewhat diffe- 
rent from that which seems now to be prescribed 
by the House, they cheerfully yie'd to its authority; 
and so faras they can ascertain its inten'ion, they 
have no other inclination than to give it ample and 
speedy effect. 

The committee, however, have encountered no 
inconsiderable difficulty in harmonizing all the 
terms of the resolution with that intention, which, 
from the circumstances of the case, as well as from 
the more prominent clauses of the resolution itself, 
they must understand to have governed the action 
of the House. To give every word in the resolution 
the full force of a literal interpetration, would be, 
perhaps, to raise such a condict Letween the parts 
as to disable the whole. But instead of separating 
itinto parts, the whole resolution should be so con- 
strued as to give expression to a distinct intention, 
which is capable of being ascertained and effectu- 


aed. Asa portion of the House, the members of | 


the committee are not ignorant of the importance 
that was attached to the insertion of the word 
“lawful,” before the word “votes,” in the resolution. 
Nor can they overlook the fact that connected with 
the propusition to insert, was the motion to strike 
out another word, utterly inconsistent with that 
broad and searching investigation which the inser- 
hon of the word “lawful” (without reference to 
other expressions in the resolution, or to the posture 
of the case itself) would seem to demand. 

The House had referred to the committee the 
Whole subject-matier of ihe controversy, and with 
tamass of testimony having no application to 
aby inquiry, short of the merits of the election. The 
committee had, as was well known to the House, 
entered upon this inquiry, and had adopted such 
measures for the procurement of testunony. as 
would probably probe to the core all frauds and il- 
egalities, In the prosscution of this investigation 
a delay had occurred, the deplorable effects of 
Which were as manifest to the committee as to the 
House. 
_ When the proposition to instruct was originally 
introduced as an amendment to the apptication 
with which the committee had come before the 
House, its intent was clear that a report shou!d be 
immediately made of the names of those who had 
teceived the greatest number of votes at the last 
Congressional election in New Jetsey. If any 

ing more was wanting to explain the meaning of 
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this proposition, it isto be found in the proviso 
which was added, and which clearly indicated that 
the action which the Heuse was moved to demand, 
did not contemplate an interference with the course 
adopted by the committee for the “taking of testi- 
mony, and deciding the case upon the merits of the elec- 
tion.” 

Under these circumstances, if the proposition te 
strike out the word “forthwith,” and insert the 
word “lawful,” had fully succeeded, there would 
still have remained that prominent clause of provi- 
so; and it might well have been understood, that, 
notwi'hstanding the omission of the word “‘forth- 
with,” the House desired an immediate report; and 
that, notwithstanding the insertion of the word 
“lawful,” the House contemplated that the report 
should be independent of testimony, now under the 
process of being obta'ned, for the purpose of de- 
ciding the election upon its merits. 

Upon what basis, then, could such a report be 
constructed?) Manifesily not upon the partial, in- 
conclusive, and incompetent testimony as to the 
legality of votes now in the possession cf the commit- 
tee. The House cannot have contemplated a re- 
port, involvicg an invest gation of the balict boxes, 
without allowing time or opportunity for that in- 
vestigation to be thorough. 

At the same time, the committee cannot entirely 
overluck the word “lawful,” or strike that from the 
reso!ution which was inserted upon a contest so 
close as to require a casting vote for i's decision. 
Did this word stand disconnected with, or unquali- 
fied by, the various consitera.ions already alluded 
to, no doubt could be eitertained as to its effect. 
It would lead to a thorough and fisal purgation of 
the pol!s, and would delay a report to that period, 
to which it was well known to the House that the 
committee had postponed a decision upon the ques- 
tion of ultimate right. 

There is but cne other basis left, and that is the 
prima facie czse upon the returas of the local offi- 
cers of the several polls; and the nature of the con- 
troversy taken into consideration, it can scarcely 
be doubted that to this basis the resolution looked. 

If this conclusion might reasonably have been 
reached, in the event of the complete and coeval 
success of the motions to strike out and insert, 
how much more easily is it attained when the reso- 
lution is found armed with the pungent word 
“forthwith,” quickening the action of the commit- 
tee, and declaring opposition to the long delay 
which had been found inseparable from a thorough 
investigation into the legality of the votes. 

If, therefore, the word “lawful,” surrounded as 
it is by every thitg which negatives the idea of a 
mere adherence to the original course of the com- 
mittee, can be made to harmonize with the context 
of the resolution, and the circumstances under 
which it was adopted, by every sound rule of con- 
struction, that end should rather be attained by 
limiting the meaning of that word, than by bending 
the reason and language of all the rest (if that were 
possible) to its strongest and amplest signification. 

The committee are therefore of opinion that they 
correctly construe that word with the context, when 
they limit its signification to that prima facie law- 
fulness of votes which arises upon their reception 
at polls held in conformity with law; and in thus 
limiting its signification, they feel themselves sus- 
tained by the general language and spirit of the re- 
solut'on, and by the situation of the case itself. 

The committee areconfirmed in this construc- 
tion, and the course consequent thereon, by the 
consideration that any judgment looking beyond 

the face of the polls, which they might base upon 
the inconclusive testimony in their pcssession, 
would be unsatisfactory to the House, unjust to 
the parties, and calculated to produce erroneous 
conclusions in relation to a mass of facts which ap- 
pear to be verified by the oaths of voters, but 
which, either because of the extra judicial adminis- 
tration of the oaths,er the want of due notice 
to the oppcsite parties, have been rejected as not 
sufficiently proven. Itis proper, however, to state 
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that, should all the votes proved to be illegal by compe- 
tent testimony, be deducted from those who recewwed the 
greatest number at the pells, which appear to have been 
held in conformity with law, the resa@it would not 
affect the right of any candidate to a seat. 

With this explanation, which they have con- 
sidered due tothe House andto themselves, the 
committee wili now proceed to examine the alle- 
gations against the validity of certain township 
elections, as far as such an examination can be 
made upon the testimony in their possession. 

Upon this branch of the case, the claimants hold- 
ing the Governor’s commissicns, claim— 

ist. That, apart from their not being received in 
tame to be counted according to law, the votes of Mill- 
ville should be set aside for the fraudulent and illezal 
conduct of the officers of election, in proclaiming their 
intention to receive the voles of aliens, and in receiving 
a large nunber of such knowingly, and in violation of 
the laws of the State. 

Without inquiring into the effect of these charges, 
if they were substantia‘ed by competent and satis- 
factory testimony, it is sufficient to state that they 
are unsupported by any testimony in the possession 
of the committee. 

2d. They allege that, apart from all defects and 
irregularities in the relurn, the votes of South Amboy 
should be sct aside, because one of the officers of elec- 
tion duly chosen, was unlawfully prevented from act- 
ing, and another substituted in his place, who acted 
and signed the list, &c.;and because the board, thus 
unlawfully constituted, received a large number of 
alien votes contrary to law. 

In support of these allegations, numerous depo- 
sitions have been produced, but without expressing 
an cp:nicn, whether, if satisfactorily proved, they 
would constitute sufficient evidence of fraud to 
set aside the votes of this township; it is only ne- 
c.§sary to state that the evidence was taken ex 
parte, without sufficient notice, and has been re- 
jected by the committee as incompetent tu be con- 
sidered in this case. 

3d. It is further claimed, that the poll held at 
Saddle River, in Bergen county, should be set 
aside: Because at least eight votes given for them were 
Sraudulently abs'racted from the ballot box, and as 
many for their opponents fraudulently substituted: Be- 
ciuse in making cut the list of votes in said township, 
at least eight votes less than were given for them were 
counted in their favor, and at least as many were count- 
ed for “their opponents, more than they received: and 
because the list of votes in said township bears upon 
its face evidence of mistake or fraud. 

In support of these charges, the depes:ticns of 
numerous voters have been submitted; but, being 
taken ex parte, and without sufficient notice, they 
have beeu rejected by the committee, as incompe- 
tent testimony. 

It is also claimed that the polls held at the town- 
ships of Newton, Harderton, and Veraon, in Sas- 
sex county, should be set aside, for reasons that 
will more tully appear by reference to the docu- 
ment marked A, accompanying this report. But 
there is no competent evidence before the commit- 
tee in support of these allegations. 

Having thas disposed, for the present, of the va- 
r'ous objections to the validity of the elect ons held 
at the several townships claimed to be set aside, 
the committee will now proceed to ascertain “which 
five of the ten claimants received the greatest 
number of lawfal votes” at the late Congressional 
election in New Jersey, according to the several 
returns purporting upon their face to be made by 
officers duly authorized to act. 

The committee take as the basis of their caleu- 
lation, the statement upon which the Governor and 
Privy Council of New Jersey made their decision, 
and which is found in the mmates of the proceed- 
ings of the Governor and Privy Council. 

From this statement, it appears that .the total 
of votes for each of the ten claimants was as fol- 
lows: 

' For Philemon Dickerson - - 27,951 

Peter D. Vroom - - 27,9 


% 


EOS ea Re eect eae 


SBE Bae 


87 aOR bAN CO Sin ng 208, 9 


yim 











Daniel B. Ryall - - 27,939 
William R. Cooper’ - - 27,954 
Joseph Kille - - - 27,924 
John B. Aycrigg - - 28,150 
John B. P. Maxwell - - 28,239 
William Halsted . - 28,192 
Chas. C. Stratton - - 28,252 
Thos. Jones Yorke ° - 28,177 
Philemon Dickinson’ - - 3 


John B. Acrigg - - - 1 

In this statement, as it appears to the satisfac- 
tion of the committee, and has not been denied or 
the contrary pretended, the votes received at the 
a of Millville and South Amboy are not 
included. 

The state of those _ is exhibited by the docu- 
ments (marked C and D) accompanying this re- 
port, whereby it appears that the total of votes of 
the two townships, for each of the ten claimants, 
was as follows: 


Philemon Dickerson = - - - 502 
Peter D. Vroom - - - 502 
Daniel B. Ryall - - - 502 
William R. Cooper - - - 501 
Joseph Kille - - - - 502 
J. B. Aycrigg - - - - 144 
J.P. B. Maxwell - . - 144 
William Halsted - - - 145 
C. C. Stratton - - ~ - 144 
T. J. Yorke . - - - 144 


These votes being added respectively to those set 
forth in the documents marked B, already referred 
to as the basis of the Governor’s commissions, 
the following results are exhibited, to wit: 

For Puitemon Dickerson. 
Votes counted by the Governor and 





Privy Council - - - 27,951 
Votes of Millville and South Amboy 502 
. Total for Philemon Dickerson 28,453 


For Peter D. Vroom. 
Votes counted by the Governor and 





Privy Council - - - 27,990 
Votes of Miiiville and South Amboy 502 
Total for Peter D. Vroom 28,492 


For Danie. B. Ryatt. 

Votes counted by the Governor and 
Privy Council - - - 27,939 
Votes of Millville and South Amboy 502 


— ~< 


Total forD. B. Ryall - - 28,441 

For WittiaM R. Coorrr. 

Votes counted by the Governor and 
Privy Council - . 27,954 


Votes of Millville and South Amboy 501 














Total for William R. Cooper 28,455 
For Josern Kitue. 

Votes counted by the Governor and 
Privy Council - - - 27,924 
Votes of Milville and South Amboy 502 
Total for Joseph Kille - 28,426 

For Joun B. Aycriaa. 

Votes counted by the Governor and 
Privy Council - . - 28,150 
Votes of Millville and South Amboy - 144 
Total for John B. Aycrigg - 28,294 

For Jonn P. B. MaxweE tt. 

Votes counted by the Governor and 
Privy Council . - - 26,239 
Votes of Millville and South Amboy - 144 
Total for John P. B. Maxwell - 28,383 

For Wituuam Hatsrep. 

Votes counted by the Governor and 
Privy Council - - - 28,192 
Votes of Millville and South Amboy - 145 
Total for William Halsted - 28,337 

For Cnaries C. Stratton. 

Votes counted by the Governor and 
Privy Council - . 28,252 


Votes of Millville and South Amboy - 144 


Total for Charles C. Stratton - 28,396 
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For Tuomas Jones Yorke. 

Votes counted by the Governor and 
Privy Council - - - 28,177 
Votes of Millville and South Amboy - 144 





Total for Thomas Jones Yorke 28,321 


It will be observed that the foregoing statement 
does not include as votes for Philemon Dickerson 
the three votes stated in the document marked B, 
as having been given to Philemon Dickinson, and 
which, if added to the votes for Philemon Dicker- 
son, would make a total of 28,456. 

The addition of the one vote stated in like man- 
ner as having been given for John B. Acrigg, to 
the votes for John B. Aycrigg, would make a total 
of 28,295. 

Thus it appears that, prima facie, upon the evi- 
dence in the possession of the committee, Philemon 
Dickerson, Peter D. Vroom, Daniel B. Ryall, Wil- 
liam R. Cooper, and Joseph Kille, are the ‘‘five of 
the ten indwiduals claiming seats from the State of 
New Jersey, [who] received the greatest number of 
lawful votes from the whole State for Representatives in 
the Congress of the United States, at the election of 
1838, in said State.” 


The SPEAKER stated that he had yesterday re- 
ceived certain depositions in relation to the New 
Jersey case, which it was notin order for him then 
to present. 

Mr. MEDILL called for the reading of the re- 
port of the committee. 

The Cierx accordingly commenced reading the 
report, and had continued but for a short time, 
when 

Mr. HOPKINS observed that it was evidently 
too late in the evening for the report to be read 
with any degree of profit, and, as the matter 
would come up the first thing in the morning, he 
suggested whether they had not beiter adjourn. 
Mr. H. then moved an adjournment. 

Mr.CRAIG also suggested an adjournment for 
the same reasops, and moved the printing of the 
report; but, on cries of “No, no” from several, and 
the calling for the yeas and nays, the motion to 
adjourn was withdrawn, 

The Cierx then continued the reading of the re- 
port forashort time, when he was again inter- 
rupted by 

Mr. FILLMORE, who offered the following re- 
solution : 

Whereas the House did, by a motion adopted on 
the 28th day of February, 1840, among other things 
direct the Committee of Elections t6 report ‘ forth- 
with * which five ofthe ten individuals claiming 

sea's from the State of New Jersey received the 
greatest number of lawful votes from the whole 
State for Representatives in the Congress of the 
United States, at the election of 1838, in said 
State ;” and whereas this House had previous- 
ly referred evidence to that commitiee, tending 
to show that the poll at South Amboy, in said State, 
at said election, was not held according to law, and 
that the numerous votes given at said election were 
unlawful, because the persons voting had no legal 
right to vote, and the parties to said contest are 
now absent from this city, with the consent, and 
under the authority of said committee, taking tes- 
timony in said case, for the purpose of ascertain- 
ing who received the greatest number of lawful 
votes at said election in said State; and whereas 
certain depositiens, alleged to have been taken by 
one of the parties to said contract, in pursuance 
of the directions of said committee, have been 
transmit'ed to the chairman of said committee in a 
sealed envelope, addressed to the Speaker of this 
House, tending to show, as is alleged, that the polls 
at South Amboy were not held according to law, 
and that unlawful votes were taken at said poll; 
and whereas said committee, in acting on said re- 
solution of this House, refused to consider any 
portion of said evidence, but determined to report, 
and have reported, simply the number of ‘votes 
adjudged to have been given to the’several claim- 
ants by the Governor and Privy Council of New 
Jersey, together with those returned by the election 
officers of the townships of Millville, in Cumber- 
land county, and South Amboy, in Middlesex 
county, to the clerks of said counties respectively,” 





° ° os . = ee ee 
without inquiring whether said votes were lawfut 
not; therefore, or 

Resolved, That said report be recommitted to said 
committee, with instructions to inquire and report 
to this House, with all convenient despatch Which 
five of the ten claimants to the vacant seais in thi 
House from said State received the greatest number 
of lawful votes at the last Congressional election “ 
said State. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE rose at the same time with 
Mr FILLMORE, and handed up a resolutiog 
which he wished to offer; but the Speaxer awarj. 
ed the floor to Mr. Fittmore, and his resolution 
was read. 

Mr. MEDILL rose and said that the resolution 
was out of order, and insisted upon the reading of 
the papers without interruption. 

The Crerx again commenced the reading, but 
was again interrupted by ; 

Mr. LINCOLN, who submitted to gentlemen 
whether it would not be better to postpone the read. 
ing till to-morrow, when they would have a whole 
hour, in the course of the morning, to hear it jp, 

Mr. DROMGOOLE attempted to obtain the 
floor, and moved the printing of the report; but on 
repeated calls to order and calls for the reading, 
resumed his seat. 

The Cierx then resumed the reading of the re. 
port, and continued, without interruption, till he 
had finished it; when 

Mr. PETRIKIN rose and inquired of the Criiz 
what was the question before the House. 

The SPEAKER replied that the question was on 
the resolution of the gentleman from New York, 
[Mr. Fittmore. } 

Mr. PETRIKIN then moved the previous ques- 
tion on it. 

Mr. FILLMORE contended that the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania had no right to move the pre- 
vious question, as he was entitled to the floor, and 
had not relinquished it. 

The CHAIR said that the gentleman from New 
York was entitled to the floor; and therefore the 
motion of the gentleman from Pennsylvania was 
not in order. 

Mr. DUNCAN. I want to know whether it is 
in order for the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Fittmore] to interrapt the reading of a report 
while the Cierx was reading it. and, by offering a 
resolution, get the right to the floor. 

The SPEAKER said that the gentleman from 
New York obtained the floor while the reading 
was suspended, and nobody objecting to his reso- 
lution, it was received. 

Mr. DUNCAN said that the gentleman from 
New York interrupted the reading of the report, 
and had no right te offer his resolution: he would 
therefore appeal from the decision of the Cruir, 
giving the floor to the gentleman. 


Mr. PETRIKIN insisted on his right to the floor. 
He moved the previous question as soonas the 
reading of the report was finished, and before the 
gentleman from New York rose. The Cmair, he 
said, recognised his right to the floor, and told him 
what was the question before the House. On be- 
ing thus recognised by the Sreaxer, he moved the 
previous question. 


The CHAIR said that when he recognised the 
gentleman of Pennsylvania’s right to the fleor, he 
was not aware that the gentleman from New York 
would claim it—but as the gentleman from New 
York bad not yielded the floor, he was entitled to 
it when the gentleman fram Pennsylvania 10s¢. 


Some gentleman here, the Reporter could not 
tell who, called for the printing of the report, but 
so many objections were made, that the question 
was not put. 

Mr. DUNCAN called for the question on the 
appeal. 

The CHAIR requested the gentleman from 
Ohio to reduce his appeal to writing. ; 

Mr. CAMPBELL, chairman of the commntee, 
suggested that as the report would come up the 
first thing in the morning, the House had better 
adjourn. Mr. C. made a motion to that effect. 

Mr. PROFFIT here moved an adjournment. 

Mr. DUNCAN. I have the floor, I Pet 
while J am writing oyt my appeal, by direction 
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the CHAIR: nobody can move an adjournment while 
| bave a right to the floor. : 

Mr. PROFFIT. I madea motion to adjourn, 
and wish to know whether the gentleman from 
ohio, by his appeal to sustain the motion of the 
centieman from Pennsylvania, can deprive me of 
the right to have the question taken on my mo- 


SPEAKER said the gentleman from Indi- 
ana (Mr. Prorrit] had a right to move an ad- 
journment. 


Mr. PROFFIT renewed his motion to adjourn. | 
Mr. DROMGOOLE called for the yeas and | 


nays; Which being ordered, the question was de- 
cided in the negative that way—yeas 71, nays 


sai Douncan’s appeal was then read. 

Some conversation then took place as to the 
phraseology of the appeal io which the SPEAKER, 
Mr. FILLMORE, and Mr. DUNCAN, partici- 
pated, Mr. FILLMORE stating that the point was 
not correctly stated, and that when he offered his 
revolution the reading of the report was suspended 
by general consent, and that it was so understood 


by the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Dromcoote,) | 


who endeavored to offer a resolation at the same 


time. 

The SPEAKER thought the facts were not ex- 
acily stated as they happened. His impressions 
were that the reading of the report was suspended 
by geueral consent, and that the resolution of the 
gentleman from New York was received in the 
same way. The Cnarr, he said, was often placed 
in difficulty by propositions to receive motions by 
general consent. Some gentlemen would make 
objections and then withdraw them, and from the 
confusion often produced on such occasions, the 
Cuan was often led, unintentionally, into error, 
particularly when the proposition is permitted to be 
read for information only. 

Mr. MEDILL was satisfied that the Sreaxer 
was in error in saying that the gentleman from 
New York had moved his resolution before the 
reading of the report was called for. The Cierk 
was reading the report when he was interrupted by 
the gentleman from New York, and he [the CLerk] 
stopped, as a matter of course, when the gentleman 
interrupted him, and he rose, and, addressing the 
Speaker, Offered his resolution. The gentleman 
from Virginia [Mr. DromcGoo.x} rose nearly at the 
same time, and offered a resolution, but the Cuair 
awarded the floor to the gentleman from New 
York. He then, as he supposed both gentlemen to 


be out of order, rose, and demanded if he had nota | 


right to have the reading of the report proceeded 
with. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE said, that when he dis- 
covered that the reading of the report was sus. 
pended, he supposed that it was done by general 
consent; and therefore it was that he endeavore! to 
offer his resolution. If the reading of the report 
was not suspended by general consent, as he learnt 
from the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Mepitu,] it 
was clear that the gentleman from New York was 
out of order, when he offered his resolution. Until 
he heard the explanation of the gentleman from 


Ohio, (Mr. Mspint,} he was under the impression | 


that the reading was suspended by general consent. 
There was so much confusion in the hall at the 
lime, that he, as well as the Speaker, might have 
been led into error. 

Mr. PETRIKIN insisted on his right to the floor, 
and said it was of no consequence whether the gen- 
leman from New York was out of order or not, 
when he offered h's resolution, as he [Mr. P.} made 
his motion immediately on the conclusion of the 
leading of the report, and the Sreaker then recog- 
hised his right to the floor. 

Mr. WHITE of Kentucky called for the reading 
of the documents accompanying the report. 

Mr. CRAIG'S idea was that the whole matter was 
outof order. If the reading of the report was 
talled for, as they were told by the gentleman 
fiom Ohio and others, the gentleman from New 
York had no right to offer his resolution while it 
was being read. He, himself, rose out of order, 
and wished to get the unanimous consent of the 
House for printing the report, and an adjournment. 
Itwas rather an appeal tothe good sense of the 
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House, than a regular motion to the Cuairn. He 
knew he was out of order,and when be found 
it was the wish of the House to proceed with the 
business, he too his seat. 

[Much disorder prevailed at this time, a number 
of gentlemen trying to get the floor, and addressing 
the Cuair.] 

The SPEAKER said he would make a short 
statement of the facts, so far as he understood them. 
The Crair supposed, when he received the motion 
of the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Fittmorg, } 
that the reading of the report was suspended by ge- 
neral consent. He would, however, state it was 
always a difficult matter for the Cuair to decide 
when mations were received by general consent, or 
only suffered to be read for information, as much 
confusion generally attends such propositions, and 
gentlemen who make objections often withdraw 
them. In this case, the Cnair believed that the 
reading was su-pended by general consent; but it 
seemed that, in this, he was mistaken, for the Se- 
nator from Ohio states that he called for the reading 
of the report. There was a difficulty which had 
occurred to the Cuair since his decision, and this 
was whether the member from New York [Mr. 





| Fittmore} did not lose his right to the floor by not 


claiming it until after the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania [Mr. Perrikin] had sisen and been recog- 
nised by the Cuair. This question would, however, 
be decided by the question on the appeal taken by 
the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. Duncan.] As there was 
some difficulty as to the phraseology of the appeal, 
the Cuair would, with the assent of the gentleman 
from Ohio, state the question on the appeal as sim- 
ply appealiog from his decision, giving the floor 
to the gentleman from New Vork. 

Mr. DUNCAN assented. 

After some remarks from Mr. BRIGGS, not 
heard, 

The SPEAKER stated the question on the ap- 

eal. 

; Mr. CHAPMAN would ask of the House if any 
one could understand the true state of the case 
better than the gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. Mr- 
DILL,] who was a member of the commutee, had 
made himself fully acquainted with the subject, 
and was near to the gentleman of New York and 
to the Cnairn when the two motions on which the 
appeal rested were made. 

Mr. CHAPMAN was called to crder, and took 
his seat. 

Mr. FILLMORE demanded the yeas and nays 
on the appeal, which were ordered. 

Mr. PROFFIT said he rose to a point of order. 

Several gentlemen. There is a point of order 
now pending. 

The previous question on the appeal was then 
seconded by the House, and the main question 
having been put, resulted—yeas 82, nays 88. 

So the decision of the Cuair not beiog sustained, 
the effect was to award the floor to 

Mr. PETRIKIN, who withdrew his motion for 
the previous question, and asked of the Cnair 
what was the question before the House. 

The SPEAKER said it was on the motion to re- 
commit, made by the gentleman from New York, 
Mr. Fitumore. 

After a desultory discussion on the question of 
order as to the question before the House, in which 
Messrs. TAYLOR of Ohio, FILLMORE, aad 
PETRIKIN, took part, 

The CHAIR again stated the question before 
the House; when 

Mr. PETRIKIN submitted the following substi- 
tute for Mr. Fittmore’s resolution, by way of 
amendment, and moved the previous questien on it. 

Whereas it appears by the report of the Com- 
mittee of Elections that Philemon Dickerson, Peter 
D. Vroom, Daniel B, Ryall, William R. Cooper, 
and Joseph Kille, received the greatest number of 
lawful votes cast in the State of New Jersey at the 
election holden in that State for Representatives in 
the Twenty-sixth Congress: 

Resolved, That Philemon Dickerson, Peter D. 
Vroom, Daniel B. Ryali, William Cooper, and Jo- 
seph Kiile, are entitled to take their seats in the 
House of Representatives as members of the 
Twenty-sixth Congress, and that the Speaker of 
the House, on their presenting themselves, qualify 

















them as such: Provided, That nothing herein con- 
tained shall prevent the investigation into said elec- 
tion from being continued im the manner hereto- 
fore authorized by a majority of the Committee of 
Elections, on the apphcation of the five claimants 
for said seats. 

Mr. FILLMORE enquired whether the amend- 
ment was in order. 

The CHAIR said it was read for information? 

Mr. PETRIKIN said he would advise the gen- 
tleman from New York never te fire until ho was 
loaded. The well meaning part of the country was 
tired of hearing of the continued debates on this 
New Jersey question. He was tired of hearing 

gentlemen on the other side continually complain- 
ing that poor New Jersey was unrepresented on 
that floor. Enough had been said of broad seals, 
prima facie evidence, &c.; and as the committee 
had now reported which five of the ten contending 
candidates had been duly elected by the people, he 
wanied the matter settled at once, and the right 
members put in their seats. Jt was with this view 
that he had offered his resolution. 

Mr. FILLMORE said his point of order was 
this: The gentleman’s amendment, by s'riking out 
all after the word “whereas,” did not leave a sub- 
stantive portion of the resolution. Again: his re- 
solution was to recommit the report, while the 
amendment offered a different and distinct proposi- 
tion to admit five members to their seats. 

The Cuair informed the gentleman from New 
Yark that, the previous question being called, it 
was not in order to debate. 

Mr. FILLMORE said as he was not permitted to 
say any thing in ils favor, he would withdraw his 
point of order. 

Mr. CONNOR then moved a call of the House; 
but, from the confusion and noise prevailing, the 
motion was not entertained. 

Mr. PROFFIT said he had called fifty times, as 
he could prove, for the reading of the papers ac- 
companying the report. I call for it now, said 
he; but in this scene of revolution and Jacobinism, 
no man has his rights. 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman had a right 
to call forthe reading of papers, about which he 
was called on to vote. 

Mr. HOPKINS here movedthat the House ad- 
journ; and the yeas and nays being called for and 
ordered, the question was decided in the negative 
yeas 75, nays 92. 

Mr. PRENTISS of New York moved a call of 
the House. 

Mr. WELLER called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

Mr. HOWARD moved an adjournment. 

Mr. PROFFIT called for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered; and the question was in that 
way decided in the affirmative—yeas 85, nays 72. 

So the House adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Farpay, March 6, 1840. 

The CHAIR submitted a report of the Secretary 
of the Navy, made in compliance with a resolu- 
tion of the Senate of January 29, 1840, transmit- 
ting a list of officers admitted to the roll of navy 
peusioners between the 30th of June, 1600, and the 
Ist of January, 1837, and specifyirg their rank, 
the degree and nature of disability, and the amount 
of monthly pension; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. GRUNDY presented the memorial of Ed- 
mund P. Gaines, proposing a system of national 
defence, and recommending the same to the adop- 
tion of Congress; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. ; 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented fifteen memorials, 
praying for an increase of duties on imported silks; 
which were referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. B. also presented the memorial of the 
Chamber of Commerce of the city of Philadelphia, 
praying the passage of a bankropt law; which was 
referred to the Commi'tee on Finance. 

Mr. CLAYTON presented the- petition of Olivia 
W. Cannon,widow of Joseph 8S. Cannon, deceased, 
Jate an officer in the-Navy of the United States, 
which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 
Mr, PIERCE presented : the petition of tae wi- 
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dow of Robert Willey, deceased, late a soldier in 
the Revolutionary war, praying a pension; which 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions, 

The CHAIR submited resolutions passed by 
the Senate of the Territory of Florida, instructing 
the Delegate of sail Te:ritory in Congress to op- 
pose the passage of any law for dividing said Ter- 
ritory; which was referred to the Select Committee 
on the Florida Territory. 

Mr. MERRICK presented the petition of a 
number of citizens of Alexandria, praying the 
erection of a marine hospital at or near that place; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

Mr. PORTER presented the petition of citizens 
of Kalamazoo and 8t. Joseph, in the State of 
Michigan, praying that the provisions of the pre- 
emption law of June 22, 1838, may be extended to 
persons engaged in the cultivation of the soil at the 
time of its passage, with a view toa future settle- 
ment thereon; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands. 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to which was referred the petition of Tyler Spaf- 
ford, reported a bill for his relief: which was read, 
and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr, MERRICK, from the Committee on the 
Distriet of Columbia, to which was referred the 
memorial of Casper W. Wever, reported a bill for 
his relief; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to which was referred the claim of Mary Neal, re- 
ported a bill for her relief; which was read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. KING, from the Committee on Commerce, 
to which was referred the petition of Jacob Pen- 
nel, reported a bill for the relief of Jacob Pennell, 
and others, owners of the Eliza, of Brunswick; 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. WALL, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, reported a bill for the punishment of certain 
crimes against the United States; which was read, 
and ordered to a second reading. 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the 
following resolution submitted some days since by 
Mr. Tappan: 

Resolved, That the 47th rule be amended so as in 
the last paragraph thereof to read: 

“Two reporters for each of the daily papers, and 
one reporter for each tri-weekly paper, printed and 
published in the city of Washington, whose names 
shall be communicated in writing, by the editors ot 
those papers to the Secretary of the Senate, and 
who shal! confine themselves to the seats now pro- 
vided for them. 

After some remarks from Mr. PRESTON, he 
moved to lay the resolution on the table; which 
was negatived—ayes 17, noes 25. 

Mr. PRESTON then moved to amend by strik- 
ing out “city of Washington,” and inserting “Dis- 
trict of Columbia,” which was disagreed to—ayes 
16, noes 25. 

The resolution was then agreed to—ayes 25, 
noes 16. 

THE SPECIAL ORDER. 

The report of the Select Committee on the as- 
sumption of State debts, was then taken up, and 
after an animated debate, in which Messrs, DA- 
VIS, BUCHANAN, PRESTON, KING, NOR- 
VELL, CLAY, of Kentucky, BROWN, and CAL- 
HOUN, participated, 

Mr. WEBSTER moved an adjournment; which 
was decided in the negative. 

The question then coming up on the resolutions 
reported by the Select Committee, 

The CHAIR stated the question as follows: 

The Senator from Pennsylvania, Mr. Bucna- 
NAN, had moved to amend the resolutions of the 
committee, by adding the following: 

Resolved, That the debts of the several States, so 
far as they are known to the Senate, have been 
contracted in the exercise of the undoubted right 
and constitutional power of said States respec- 
tively, and that there is no ground to warrant any 
doubt of the ability or disposition ef these States to 
fulfil their contracts. 

For which amendment, Mr. Norvet. offered 
the following as a substitute: 


Resolved, That while the Senate of the United 
States is fully impressed with the importance and 
cerrectness of the principles contained in the fore- 
going resolutions, it is not intended thereby to cre- 
ate any doubt of the constitational right of the 
States tocontract debts, nor of their resources, dis- 
position, or ability to fulfil the engagements which 
they have contrected for purposes of internal im- 
provement, as we las for other objec's within -the 
range of their rese. ved powers. 

The question wa: now on the substitute of Mr. 
Norve.t; which was agreed to—ayes 25, noes 
18, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Bentop, Brown, 
Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, 
Grondy, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Mou'on, Nicholas, 
Norvell, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Strange, Siur- 
geon, Tappan, Wall, Williams, and Wright—25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Buchanan, Clay of Kentucky, 
Crittenden, Davis, Dixon, Henderson, Knight, 
Merrick, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Ruggles, 
Smith of Indiana, Southard, Spence, Webster, and 
White—18. 

The question then being on the adoption of Mr. 
Bucnanan’s motion as amended, alter some re- 
marks by Mes-rs. SMITH of Indiana, CRITTEN- 
DEN, NORVELL, WEBSTER, and KING, 

On motion of Mr. KING, and by unanimous 
consent, it was considered as withdrawn for the 
present. 

The substitute proposed by Mr. CritrenpEn 
for the resolutions of the committee, was then 
taken up, and was as follows: 

Resolved, That the debts ot the several States, so 
far as they are known to the Senate, have been 
contracted in the exercise of the undoubted right 
and constitutional power of said States respective- 
ly, and that there is no ground to warrant any 
doubt of the ability or disposition of those States to 
fulfil their contracts. 

Resolved, That it would be just and proper to 
distribute the proceeds of the sales of the public 
lands among the several Sta es, in fair and ratea- 
ble proportions, and that the condition of such of 
the States as have contracted debts is such at the 
present moment of pressure and difficulty as to 
render such distribution especially expedient and 
important. 

After some remarks by Mr. PRESTON, the 
question on tke subs'itute was taken, and it was re- 
jected—ayes 17, noes 28, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Betts, Clay of Kentucky, Crit- 
tenden, Davis, Dixon, Knight, Merrick, Phelps, 
Porter, Prentiss, Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, South- 
ard, Spence, Tallmadge, Webster, and White 
—17. 

NAYS—Messrs.Allen, Anderson, Benton, Brown, 
Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, 
Grundy, Henderson, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lump- 
kin, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, Pierce, Preston, 
Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Strange, Sturgeon, Tap- 
pan, Wall, Williams, and Wright—28. 

Mr. PRESTON then moved to amend the reso- 
lutions of the committee by striking out all after 
the word resolved, and inserting the following asa 
substitute: 

Resolved, That the debts of the several States, so 
far as they are known to the Senate, have been 
contracted in the exercise of the undoubted right 
and constitutional power of said States respective- 
ly, and that there is no ground to warrant any 
doubt of the ability or disposition of those States to 
fulfil their contracts. 

After some remarks by Messrs. WEBSTER and 
KING, 

Mr. NORVELL said that the amendment of- 
fered by him, and voted on by the Senate, had 
been withdrawn, with the general understanding 
that no other amendment should be offered until a 
vote was taken on the resolutions of the commit- 
tee. The course taken by the Senator from South 
Carolina would compel him to move the proposi- 
tion which he had withdrawn, as a substitute for 
the Senator's amendment; and he accerdingly made 
that motion. 

Mr. PRESTON then withdrew his motion to 
amend. 

The first resolution of the Select Committee was 
then read, as follows: 


1. Resolved, That the assumption, Cirectly or ip 
directly, by the General Government, of the debts 
which have been, or may be, contraeted by re 
States for local objects or State purposes, would be 
unjust, both to the States and to the people. 

Mr. PRENTISS moved to strike out the words 
“directly or indirectly,” and insert “or gua- 
rantee,” 

After some remarks by Messrs. PRENTISsg 
KNIGHT, and GRUNDY, ; 

Mr. WEBSTER moved an adjournment, Which 
was hegatived—ayes 10, noes 27. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
proposed by Mr. Prentiss, and decided jn the 
negative—yeas 6, nays 27, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Betts, Dixon, Knight, Phelps 
Prentiss, and Ruggles—6. i 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, By- 
chanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Cuthber, 
Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, 
Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, Pierce, Roane, Robin, 
son, Sevier, Smith of Indiana, Strange, Sturgeon 
Tappan, Wall, Williams, and Wnght—27, 

Mr. RUGGLES then moved to amend by sirik- 
ing out “or State purposes.” Mr. R. assigued as 
a reason, thatthe debt recently incurred by the 
Sta'e of Maine, in defending her frontier, might be 
considered a State debt, and, by this resolution, the 
future payment of it debarred. 

Mr. WILLIAMS said, as his colleague had ob. 
jected to this resolution, and as he intended to vote 
for it, he wished to give a reason for so doing. He 
considered the debt incurred by his State, in de. 
fending the frontier, as not the debt of Maine, bat 
as the debt of the United States, which would, he 
expected, be paid without hesitation by the Gene. 
ral Government. 

Mr. BENTON. Certainly. The boundary of 
Maine was the boundary of the United Siates. [In 
this sentiment there was a very general acqui- 
escence. } 

After some further remarks by Messrs. RUG- 
GLES and WALL, 

Mr. NORVELL said that the defence of the 
State of Maine was the defence of the United 
States. The protection of the Northeastern 
boundary of Maine was the protection of the 
boundary of the nation. ‘The expenses incurred 
in that defence and protection were national ex- 
penses; and he would tell the Senator from Maine 
(Mr. Ruaaes] that, if he came here to claim re- 
imbursement of the moneys expended in the main- 
tenance of her boundary rights against a foreign 
power, on the ground of its being a local object or 
a State purpose, he would, in his judgment, go 
home without success. The worthy colleague of 
the Senator [Mr. Wixttams] had taken the right 
view of the subject. The resolution against the 
assumption of the State debts contracted for local 
objectsand State purposes, had no reference to 
such cases as the defence of a State against foreign 
aggression. 


Mr RUGGLES demanded the yeas and nays on 
his amendment, but they were not ordered, and it 
was negatived without a division. 

The question was then taken on the first resolu- 
tion, and it was agreed to—ayes 30, nay 1, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Andrson, Benton, Brown, 
Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, 
Dixon, Fulton, Grundy, Henderson, Hubbard, 
King, Linn, Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, 
Pierce, Prentiss, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Strange, 
Sturgeon, Tappan, Wall, Williams, and Wright 
—30. 


NAY—Mr. Smith of Indiana—l. 

The second resolution was then read as follows: 

2. Resolved, That such assumption would be 
highly inexpedient, and dangerous to the Union of 
the States. 

After some remarks from Mr. DIXON, it was 
agreed to—ayes 28, noes 3, as fellows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Bu- 
chanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Cuthber', 
Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, 
Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, Pierce, Prentiss, Roane, 
Robinson, Sevier, Strange, Sturgeon, Tappa, 
Wail, Williams, and Wright—28. 
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NAYS—Messrs. Dixon, Smith of Indiana, and 
White—3. ; 

The third resolution was then read as follows : 

3, Resolved, That such assumption would be 
wholly unauthorized by, and in violation of, the 
Constitution of the United States, and utterly re- 
pogaant to all the objects and purposes for which 
ihe Fedenal Union was formed. 

And it was agreed to—ayes 29, noes 3, as fol- 
jows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, 
Bown, Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, 
Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, Henderson, Hubbard, 
King, Linn, Lumpkin, Mouten, Nicholas, Norvell, 
Pierce, Pren:iss, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Strange, 
Surgeon, Tappan, Wall, Williams, and Wright— 


9. 
: NAYS—Messts. Dixon, Smith of Indiana, and 
White—3. 

The fourth resolution was then read as follows: 

4. Resolved, That to set apart the public lands, 
or the revenues arising therefrom, for the before- 
mentioned purposes, would be equally unjust, in- 
expedient, and unconstitutional, 

Mr. BENTON moved to amend by striking out 
all after the word Resolved, and insert, ‘‘That the 
assumption of such debts, either openly, by a direct 
promise to pay them, or disguisedly, by giving se- 
curity for their payment, or by creating surplus re- 
yenue, or by applying the national funds to pay 
them, would be a gross and flagrant violation of 
the Constitution, and wholly unwarranted by the 
letter or spirit of that instrument;” which was agreed 
0, without a division. 

Mr. NORVELL then moved to amend, by ad- 
ding the following: 

5, Resolved, That while the Senate of the United 
States is fully impressed with the importance and 
correctness of the principles contained in the fore- 
going resolutions, it is not intended thereby to cre- 
ateany doubt of the constitutional right of the 
Sta'es to contract debts, nor of their resources, dis- 
position, or ability to fulfil the engagements which 
they have contracted for purposes of internal im- 
provement, as well as for other subjects within the 
range of their reserved powers. 

Which was agreed to—yeas 23, nays 7, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, 
Brown, Buchanan, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, 
Fulton, Grundy, Henderson, King, Lion, Lump- 
kin, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, Reane, Robinson, 
Sevier, Sturgeon, Wall, Williams, and Wright— 
23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Calhoun, Hubbard, Pierce, 
Smith of Indiana, Strange, Tappan, and White—7. 

Mr. BETTS then offered the following as an 
amendment 

Resolved, That the distribntion of the public 
lands, or the revenues arising therefrom, among 
the several Sjates would he equally unjust, uncon- 
stitutional, and inexpedient. 

Mr. WRIGHT asked for the yeas and nays on 
this amendment. He wished to see if the Senator 
from Connecticut would vote for his own proposi- 
lion; or if, at this late hour of the evening, propo- 
sitions are made which the Senators cffering them 
will not vote for themselves, 

Mr. BETTS said he would not vote for it, but his 
object was to get a direct vote of the Senate on the 
proposition. 

After some remarks from Mr. CLAY of Alaba- 

ma, on the impropriety and irregularity of offering a 
Proposition identical with one which had just been 
acted on, 
Mr. KING said, if the Cain decided the mo- 
lid to be in order, an appeal could be taken 
from the decision of the Cuair, andit would then 
be lime enough to debate the motion. 

hag CHAIR decided the motinn to be out of 
order, 

Mr.PRENTISS then moved to further amend 
ihe resolution by inserting the following: 

“But nothing contained in the foregoing reso- 
lutions is to be understood as denying or question- 
ingthe right or power of Congress to make an 
‘qual distribution of the proceeds of the public 
lands, among all the States, according to the terms 

aad conditions of the deeds of cession.” 
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The amendment was disagreed to—ayes 6, nays 
25, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Betis, Dixon, Prentiss, Robin- 
son, Smith of Indiana, and White—6. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, 
Brown, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Cu'hberi, Ful- 
ton, Grundy, Henderson, Hubbard, King, Linn, 
Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, Pierce, 


Roane, Sevier, Strange, Sturgeon, Tappan, Wall, | 


and Wright—25. 
So the resolutions were agreed to, as follows: 


1. Resolved, That ihe assumption, directly or in- | 


directly, by the General Government, of the debts 


which have been, cr may be, contracted by the | 


States for local objects or State purposes, would be 
unjust, both to the States and to the peop'e 

2. Resolved, That such assumption would be 
highly inexpedient, and dangerous to the Union of 
the States. 

3. Resolved, That such assumption would be 
wholly unauihorized by, and in violation of, the 
Constitution of the United States, and utterly re- 


| pugnant to all the objects and purposes for which 


the Federal Union was formed. 

4. Resolved, That the assumption of such debts, 
either openly, by a direct promise to pay them, or 
disguisediy, by giving security for their payment, 
or by creating surplus revenue, or by applying the 
national funds to pay them, would be a gross and 
flagrant violation of the Constitation, and wholly 
unwarranted by the letter or spirit of that insiru- 
ment. 

5. Resolved, That while the Senate of the United 
States is fully impressed with the importance and 
correctness of the principles contained in the fore- 
going resolutions, it is not intended thereby to cre- 
ate any doubt of the constitutional right of the 
States to contract debts, nor of their resources, dis- 
position, or ability to fulfil the engagements which 
they have contracted for purposes of internal im- 
provement, as well as for other subjects within the 
range of their reserved powers. 

Oa motion, the Senate, at 8 o’clock, adjourned 
until Monday next. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fripay, March 6, 1840. 

Mr. GATES, by general consent, made a state- 
ment in relation to the following portion of Mr. 
Bynum’s speech, as published in the Globe of last 
evening: 

From the Le Roy Gazette. 

*¢Very much like, indeed! ‘The editor of the 
Ohio paper abandoned the Whigs because they no- 
minated the Abolitionists, and joined the Loco Foces be- 
cause they went for the dough-faccs, while we left the 
Jackson party because it adhered to slavery, and united 
with the Whigs, because they supported Abolition!’ 

“This paper was then edited by Mr. Gates, now 
a member on this floor.” 

The substance of the statement of Mr. G. was, 
that alihoug’s he was once the editor of the Le Roy 
Gazeite, he did not edit the paper when the above 
article was published, but was a member on this 
floor. The paper was then, and at present, edited 
by Cyrus Thompson, jun. 

Mr. BYNUM said there could be no doubt but 
that a mistake had been made, as until this morn- 
ing he was not aware that the gentleman from 
New York had resigned the editorship of that 
paper. 

The House then resumed the consideration of the 
report made last evening by Mr. Camrse.t, from 
the Committee of Elections, on the N. Jersey cave. 

Mr. PETRIKIN modified bis resolution, by ad- 
ding ‘in the manner heretofore authorized, and by a 
majority of the Committee of Elections.” 

Mr. CAMPBELL appealed to the gent'eman 
from Pennsylvania to withdraw his motion for the 
previous question, in order to allow an opportunity 
for the minority of the committee to make a report, 
so that the subject might take the usual course, the 
testimony be printed, and the subject postponed to 
a day certain. 

Mr. PETRIKIN refused to withdraw his mo- 
tion. 

Mr. BRIGGS asked leave to submit the follow- 
ing resolution: 

Whereas this House did, by a resolution passed 
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on the 13th day of January last, refer the case of 
the New Jersey coniested elestion, with all the pa- 
pers relating thereto,'o the Ccommittee of Elections, 
With insiructions to inquire who were entitled to oc- 
cupy the five seats as Representatives ftom the 
State of New Jersey; and whereas said committee 
did proceed in said inquiry, until the parties con- 
lesting for said seats, by permission and under the 
authority of said committee, lefi the city, and pro- 
ceeded to the State of New Jersey, fur the parpose 
of taking ‘esiumony in relation to their respective 
ttle to Occupy seats upon the floor of this House— 
the t: me allowed by the committee for that purpose 
being until the 2d Monday of April next; and where- 
as by another resolution passed on the 28th Fe- 
bruary last, this House instructed said committee 
forthwith to report which five of the persons claim- 
ing to be elected members from the State of New 
Jersey received the greatest number of lawful voves 
of the people of said State; and whereas said com- 
mittee did, on the 5th day of March instant, 
report that PHitemon Dickerson, Peter D. Vroom, 
Joseph Ki_te, Wititam R. Cooper, and Danii 
EB, Ryacp, 1eceived the greatest number of lawful 
votes, without having first examined the evidence 
as to the legality of votes alleged to be illegal, or as 
to the lega'ity of certain polls alleged to be illegal, 
without notifying er hearing the parties; and 
whereas, a resolution is now pending declaring 
that Puitemon Dickerson, Peter D. Vroom, Jo- 
seen Kitte, Witttiam P. Cooper, and Danie. B. 
RyaLL, are entitled to take seats as members of 
the Twenty-sixth Congress for the State of New 
Jersey, now, to the end that justice may be done, 
and that this House will not proceed to decide so 
grave a question as that of the right of a State toa 
representation on this floor, in the absence of, and 
without hearing, the parties interested, 

Resolved, That it is the right as well of the per- 
sons claiming seats, as of the people whom they 
claim to represent, to be present, and heard before 
their tile to seats shall be passed upon by this 
House. 

Resolved, That the whole subject of said election 
be postponed until the second Monday of April 
next, and that the report and all the papers relating 
thereto be printed, and that the Speaker be directed 
to notify the parties claiming seats, that they may, 
if they see fit, be present on said day, and be heard 
in the premises at the bar of this House. 

Objection being made, Mr. BRIGGS moved a 
suspension of the rules for the purpose. On this 
motion the yeas and nays were ordered, and re- 
sulied—yeas 95, nays 112. 

So the rules were not suspended. 

The CHAIR ordered the documents accompa- 
nying the report os the Committee of Elections to 
be read. 

Mr. CAMPBELL said he had appealed to the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Perrixin] to 
withdraw his motion for the previous question, but 
in vain. He now, thorefore, moved to lay the re- 
solution of Mr. Fittmore, with the amendment 
moved by Mr. Perrikin, on the table. 

The CHAIR reminded Mr. Camppete that that 
motion, if it prevailed, would carry the report itself 
to the table. 

Mr. CAMPBELL thereupon withdrew his mo- 
tion. 

The reading of the papers commenced, and hav- 
ing proceeded some time— 

Mr. EVERETT withdrew his call for the read- 
ing, and it was suspended. 

Mr. RIVES inquired whether it would be in or 
der to move to suspend the further consideration 
of the report of the committee till Tuesday next, 
and to make it the special! order for that day at 12 
o'clock, and so to continue every day at that hour, 
till the subject should be disposed of? 

The CHAIR replied it could only be done by 
universal consent. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut inquired whether 
ihe previous question had been withdrawn? 

The CHAIR reglied in the negative. 

Mr. RIVES modified his motion soas to make 
the report the special order at 1 o’clock. 

Objection being made— 

Mr. RIVES moved to suspend the rules, 
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Mr. BELL rose to order, and insisted that the 
amendment of Mr. Perarxin was out of order, as 
it bad no relation to Mr. Fittmore's resolution, to 
whitch it had been moved. 

The SPEAKER replied that, on examination, 
he had himself come to the same conclusion; but as 
action had since been had, it was now too late to 
raise the question of order. 

Mr. BELL contended that, as no decision had 
yet been had on the resolution or amendment, it 
was not too late for the Crair to revise its decision. 

Mr. TURNEY opposed taat view, and referred 
to the previous practice of the House. 

At this point, the morning hour having expired, 

Mr. MONROE called fur the orders of the day. 

Mr. BELL said he should not appeal. 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS still insisted that it 
was not too late: 

The question was now put on Mr. Rives’s mo- 
tion to suspend the rules, but it failed—yeas 110, 
nays 94: (not ra 

{On the name of Mr. Everett being called, he 
inquired whether the previous question was with- 
drawn? The Speaker informed him it was not. 
Mr. E. said, then I answer, no.]} 

The residue of the day (it being now 2 o'clock) 
— taken up in the discussion of a point of or- 

er. 

The Seeaker, by general consent, had presented 
to the House a ceitain paper, understood to be tes- 
timony relating to the contested election in New 
Jersey, and which had boen referred, on motion, to 
the Commitiee of Elections. 

This having been done in the manner in which 
communications on the Speaker’s table are usu- 
ally disposed of, by a formal motion, indeed, but 
without general attention having been called to the 
import of the paper; and the Speaker being in the 
act of passing to other business, 

Mr. FILLMORE rose and cailed for the reading 
of the document, at the same time submitting a 
motion that it be printed. 

Mr. PETRIKIN objected. 

The SPEAKER said the paper had already 
been referred, and the motion of the gentleman 
was not in order, except by general consent. 

Mr. EVERETT suggested to Mr. Fittmore 
that he could attain his objeot by moving a reconsi- 
deration. 

Mr. FILLMORE thereupon moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the paper had been refer- 
red. [This is a motion which, under the rule, 
takes precedence of all other questions, except 
a motion to adjourn.] 

Mr. F. then proceeded to say. I snppose I am 
not at liberty to say any thing of what took place 
in the committee; but I take it for granted that I 
may, by way of argument, speak, by supposition, 
of any thing else. 1 will suppose that there was a 
committee in the British House of Commons on 
the subject of an election— 

Mr. PETRIKIN rose and inquired if the gentle- 
man was in order in proceeding to debate his mo- 
tion at this time? 

The SPEAKER said the motion to reconsider 
took precedence over abl other motions. 

Mr. PETIKIN. Bat not the consideration of 
the motion. 

The SPEAKER said that the motion and the 
consideration of the motion could not be separated. 

Mr. PETRIKIN then submitted the point of or- 
der, that the Speaxer having announced the orders 
of the day, (which we-e private bills,) a motion to 
reconsider could not be debated and considered, 
save by a vote of two-thirds. 

The SPEAKER having ruled to the contrary, 


and that the motion to reconsider was now before | 


the House for consideration— 

Mr. PETRIKIN appealed from the decision of 
the Cuarr. 

Mr. FILLMORE required that the gentleman’s 
point of order be reduced to writing, that it might 
be enteréd on the journals. He had been often 
enough put down, he said, by a mere numerical 
foree, in every thing which related to this New 
Jersey election: Gentlemen on the other side 
would hear nothing, see nothing, but would decide. 

The SPEAKER ealled on Mr. Perrixin to re- 
duce his point of order to writing; which was done. 


ES 
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Much conversation ensued, and statements were 
made by several gentlemen as to the state of the 
facts, as setforth in Mr. P’s writien point ef or- 
der. 

When a motion was mide by Mr. HOLLE- 
MAN to lay the appeal on the table. 

Mr. RANDOLPH asked the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

Much rap:d and desultory conversation fol- 
lowed. 

Mr. FILLMORE inquired of the Chair whether 
the motion to lay the appeal on the table, if it 
should prevail, would carry with it the motion to 
reconsider ? 

The SPEAKER said that, in his opinion, it 
would. 

Mr. FILLMORE said then the Sreaxer would 
do indirectly that which he could not do directly. 
A gentleman entitled to the floor might thus be cut 
off in the midst of his remarks by a mere incidental 
point of order, having no connection with the main 
subject of debate. 

The SPEAKER said a motion to lay on the ta- 
ble was not debatable. 

Mr. FILLMORE appealed from the decision of 
the Cuair, that the motion to lay the appeal on 
the table, if it prevailed, carried with it the motion 
to reconsider. 

if such a construction of tke rule was to be re- 
cognised, (Mr. F. said,) every man here would 
hold his right to the floor at the will of the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania, [Mr Perrikin.} 

Mr. DAWSON said that, for the first time in 
his life, he rose to a point of order. 

The SPEAKER said he could entertain no more 
questions of order till these pending were decided. 

The appeal of Mr. Fittmore was then debated 
briefly by Messrs. LEADBETTER, GRAVES, 
ALFORD, BRIGGS, and BANKS. 

After which Mr. BANKS moved to lay it upon 
the table. 

Mr. PETRIKIN demanded the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered. 

And the SPEAKER having stated the grounds 
of his decision— 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
lay on the table the second appeal, to wit, the ap- 
peal of Mr. Fittmore from the decision of the 
Chair, that tho motion to lay the first appeal on the 
table, if it should prevail, would carry with it the 
motion to reconsider. 

And it was decided in the affirmative: Yeas 98, 
nays 76. 

So the second appeal was laid on the table. 

[Under the decision of the Chair, asgiven above, 
this vote would have taken with it the previous ap- 
peal, and the motion to reconsider. But] 

Mr. FILLMORE rose and asked if he hada 
right to proceed in his remarks? 

SPEAKER said the gentleman had not the 
right. 

Mr. FILLMORE then said he must, with all re- 
spect for the Crain, take an appeal, which, at the 
request of the Cuair, was 1educed to writing as fol- 
lows: 

“Mr. Fittmore had the the floor, and was speaking 
on a motion to reconsider a vote of the House. 
He was Called to order. The Speaker decided he 
was in order; from this decision an appeal was 
taken. A motion was then made to lay that ap- 
peal on the table. On this a question was raised, 
whether the motion to lay cn the table was in 
order? The Speaker decided it was, and on this 
an appeal was taken. A motion was made to 
lay this appeal on the table; which was put and 
carried. 

“The Serraxer then decided that the original 
motion to reconsider is laid on the table, and that 
Mr. Fittmore is deprived of his right to proceed 
in the debate. 

“From this decision Mr. Frttmore appeals, in- 
sisting that the original judgment of the Caair 
stands, as it is not reversed, and that he is entitled 
to the floor, on the original motion to reconsider.” 

The appeal was debated at length by Mr. BAR- 
NARD, (who suggested to Mr. Fittmore a modi- 
fication of the,form of his appeal,) and by Messrs. 
POPE and PETRIKIN. 

When Mr, PETRIKIN moved the previous 





question; but at the request of the Szaxer, whe 
said that he had found a decision which seemed to 
gO against the one which he had given, with: 
the motion. 

The appeal was farther debated by Mese)< 
CLIFFORD, BRIGGS, and HOLLEMAN. 

The SPEAKER then gave the floor to M, 
ANDREWS of Kentucky, who yielded it, how. 
ever, to enable the Speaker to make a statemen; 

The SPEAKER then cited a case which had oe. 
curred to the Congress of 1834, (the particulars of 
which the Reporter could distinctly hear,} in which 
the then Speaker had decided that an appea/ was 
a separate and independent question. There was 
also, the Speaker said, a decision of his owp at 
the present session, by which it had been decided 
that the appeal was an independent quesiicy. 
This certainly was opposed to his own view. 
but, finding such a decision, and finding tha, 
such had been the previous decisions, he fe; 
bound to conform to them, and must decide tha 
the question now before the House was on the 
appeal of the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 

This appeal (see above) was taken froma (e- 
cision of the Cnair that the motion to recongj ‘er 
could be debated and considered now, withovt a 
vote of two-thirds. 

And the immediately pending question thereon 
was the motion submitied by Mr. Hotteman that 
the appeal do lie on the table. 

Mr. TURNEY now moved that the House ad. 
journ. 

Mr. TOLAND urged the gentleman to withdiaw 
his motion, to enable him to offer a resolution, 

Mr. TURNEY declining, 

The question was taken and carried; 

And the House adjourned. 


few 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Saturpay, March 7, 1840. 


After the journal had been read, 

Mr. DUNCAN inquired whether the report of 
Committee of Elections on the New Jersey election, 
with the resolution of Mr. PETrikin, was not the 

rst business in order. 

The SPEAKER ‘responded that, in his opinion, 
the first business in order was the appeal! of the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania, in relation to papers 
referred to the Committee of Eelections yesterday. 

On motion of Mr. TOLAND, it was 

Resolved, That the use of this hall be allowed 
for an exhibition of .he pupils of the Pennsylvania 
Institution for the education of the Blind, under 
the direction of Dr. Thomas Rhoads, Principal of 
the Institution, on Monday morning next, from 10 
to 12 o’clock. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY gave notice, in writing, 
that he would offer the following amendment to the 
126th rule of the House: ‘Strike out all from the 
word ‘ therefor,’ in said rule, to the end thereof.” 
The rule now stands as follows: 

“No standing rule or order of this House shall 
be rescinded or changed without a day’s notice be- 
ing given of the motion therefor; nor shall aoy 
rule be suspended, except by a vote of at leas! 
two thirds of the members present. Nor shall the 
order of business, as established by the rules of the 
House, be postponed or changed, except by a vole 
of at least two-thirds of the members present.” 

Should the rule be amended, it will read as fol 
lows: 

“No standing rule or order of the House shall 
be rescinded or changed without one day’s nouce 
being given of the motion therefor.” ok 

This amendment is intended to give a majorily 
of the people’s representatives on this floor, ® 
all times, the power to proceed to the transaction 
of the important public business of the country, 
and to expunge from our rules (as I believe) that 
most unjust and tyrannical rule which begins, 
“Two-thirds of the people’s representatives - 
transact the most important public business of this 
nation, except at particular times and under pal 
ticular circumstances.” , 

The SPEAKER then announced the business 
before the House to be the appeal of the gentle- 


man from Pennsylvania, (Mr, Perrixin,) from 4 
decision of the Cuain on yesterday, “ that the mo 
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ijn to reconsider could be debated and considered 
now without a vote of two-thirds.” 

The question pending was onthe motion of Mr. 
Howeman to lay the appeal on the table. 

Mr. HOLLEMAN, being entitled to the floor, 
gid that, with a view of saving time, he would 
yithdraw the motion to lay on the table, so that the 

jon could at once be taken on the appeal. He 
then moved the previous question on the appeal, 
ghich, being seconded, the main question on the 
was taken, and resulted in the decision of 

the Cuain being susiained—yeas 88, nays 86. 


Mr. DUNCAN here rose to a question of order. 
Hecontended that the first business before the 
House was the report of the Commiitee of Elec- 
ions on the New Jersey case, with the resolution 
of Mr. PeTrikin, on which the previous question 
had been ordered. In his opinion, nothing could 
intervene or prevent the immediate action of the 
House on that previous question. He urged that 
the whole business, out of which the appeal had 
arisen, was out of order. 

Mr. D. at the request of the Cxair, reduced his 

int of order to writing. 

“It is ont of order to intercept the previous ques- 
tion by the introduction of any question, discus- 
sion, or reading of evidence. 


“This House, by resolution, required the Commit- 
tee of Elections to report forthwith, who of the 
tencontesting members from New Jersey had re- 
ceived a majority of the lawful votes at the Con- 
gressional election of 1838. The committee did 
report in conformity with the resolution. The 
ieport was in favor of Mr. Dickerson and his 
asociates. The report was read: a resolution was 
ofered to recomm t, and for other purposes. A reso- 
lation was offered, by way of amendment, the ob- 
ject of which was to authorize Mr. Dickerson 
and his associates to take their seats; and on that 
resolution the previous question was moved. It is 
outof order to entertain any proposition, which 
vill intercept the immediate action of the House 
upon the previous question now pending. Such is 
is the character of the measure now before the 
House, which I contend is out of order.” 


The SPEAKER decided that the motion of Mr. Fitimors to 
reconsider the vote by which certain papers relating to the New 
Jersey contested election had been referred to the Committee of 
Elections, took precedence over the report of that committee 
curing the morning hour. 

From which decision Mr. DUNCAN appealed; and he 
noved the previous question. 

Mr. BRIGGS and Mr. TRIPLETT fseveral!y submitted to 
teCaam that this identical point of order had been already 
tecided, and that it was not in order to raise the same question 


again. 

The SPEAKER said he was of opinion that the question was 
the same as that just decided; but other gentlemen might dif- 
ier, and time might be saved by putting the question. 

And, after some conversation, the question was put, and the 

for the previous question (ayes 97, noes 78) was se- 


= the main question (to wit, “Shall the decision of the 
walk stand as the judgment of the House ?’’) was ordeied to 
ie TURNEY 

fr. SY called for the yeas and nays, which were] or: 
dered; and, being taken, were—yeas 99, enpe 89. ; 

80 the House affirmed the decision of the Carr. 

And the question gthus — en the motion of Mr. Frix- 
wens to reconsider the vote by which the said papers had been 
erred to the Committee of Elections— 

Mr. FILLMORE proceeded to address the House (hypotheti- 
” in relation to the proceedings of the committee. 

entered into the general merits of the contested election 
mae some severe strictures on the report of the commit- 
)hemajority of which he censured for refusing to consider 
oan depositions in relation to the votes of South Amboy, 
The suppressing them by the force of numerical cavengte, 
ae ante of his remarks is embodied in the following pre- 

i: to his resolution of last week. 

. FILLMORE, after s eaking some time, called for the 
aanns of the testimony which had been referred to the Com- 
and which it would be the effect of his motion, should it 
Flowat to bring back andfplace under the control of the 


Mr. 8TEENROD jected 
Mt. FILLMORE said he had never read the papers in ques- 
x =~ not know what a centained. 

Me FM ILL inquired whether it would be proper to ask 
Mr c w those Papers were obtained. 
Mt POAPMAN opposed the reading as out of order. 

a ETRIKIN also objeeted, and spoke to the question of 
The CHAIR ruled the reading to be in order, and, i 

insu 

“ decision, read the rule on lyingto the case. - a 

Nis ia CHAPMAN now said that he was satisfied the reading 
The and he withdrew his objection to it. 

r reading of the testimony having proceeded for some 


Mr. HAND objected to its continuance, and raised a question 
wirier, but the objection was ouirena. * 
mead th Cizrx continued to read until the papers had been 


Mr, ORE then resumed, and continued to address the 
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House for a considerable time longer, when he gave way for 
Mr. W. THOMPSON to move an adjournment. 

The yeas and nays being ordered, Mr. T. withdrew his mo- 
tion, but it was immediately renewed by Mr. STANLY, but 
the yeas and nays being taken, it was negatived—yeas 75, 
nays 8. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. FILLMORE once more proceeded with his speech. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, chairman of the Committee of Elections, 
interposed to explain, and said he had no objection to all the 
testimony in the case being immediately printed. 


_ Mr. FILLMORE resumed the floor, and spoke without further 
interruption till he had concluded his argument. 


Mr. MEDILL of Ohio, (a member of the committee,) then 
took the floor in reply. He said he did not rise so much with 
the view of answering the arguments of the gentleman from 
New York, (Mr. Firumors,] in relation to the merits of the re- 
port, asto repel the attack which he has theught proper to 
make upona part of the committee. The report is not now 
under consideration Whenever it shall be, I am prepared, 
said Mr. M. to show thatthe facts are correctly set forth, and 
that the conclusion at which it arrives is sustained by testimony 
of the most unquestionable character. It is not claimed that 
the report is based on a complete purgation of the ballot boxes 
throughout the State. This appears to have been an after- 
thought of the gentlemen who first claimed seats under the 
Governor’s “seal,’’ and has been resorted to for the purpose of 
concealing from public observation one of the most extraordi- 
nary frauds that has ever been attempted on the suffrages of 
the people. It is founded, as it professes to be, on the votes re- 
ceived at the polls in pursuance of the laws of that State, by the 
sworn officers, whose duty it was to conduct the elections. 
These officers are the only judges of the qualifications of an 
elector that are known to the laws of New Jersey. They act 
under the solemnities of an oath, and it is made a penal offence 
knowingly to receive a vote from any one not possessing the 
qualifications of an elector as prescribed ky the Constitution and 
laws of the State. It is further set forth that depositions had 
been submitted to the committee, with the view of showing that 
votes had been received at the polls, from persons who were 
not entitled to the right of suffrage, and that one of the officers 
of election at South Amboy was eee ees from act- 
ing, and another substituted in his place. But if all the votes 
proved thus to be illegal by competent testimony, were taken 
from those who received a majority at the polls, the result in 
relation to any one of the claimants would not be affected. 
With what propriety, then, said Mr. M. does the gentleman 
denounce the report as carrying on its face a na- 
tional lie? On what grounds is the assertion made? 
Is not the basis on which it proceeds candidly and fair- 
ly set forth?) Are not the statements made in pursu- 
ance thereof strictly correct, and the conclusion at which it 
arrives, justly inferable? Does the gentleman desire to be un- 
derstood as answering negatively to any one of these interrogato- 
ries?’ Then let him call for the reading of the testimony, and 
direct the attention of the House to that part by which he seeks 
to sustain his assertion. Sir, said Mr. M. I apprehend that the 

entleman’s imagination has taken the start of his judgment. 
hen he spoke of a paper bearing on its face the evidence of 
a “national lie,’ I cannot but think that a certain certificate, 
verified by the “great seal” of New Jersey, was passing 
through his mind.”? That a knowledge of the fact of the Chief 
Magistrate of a great State certifying to an wntruth, under the 
emblem of i's sovereignty, should excite his indignation, and 
continue to haunt his thoughts, whether on this floor or in the 
private walks of life,is by no means surprising. The whole 
proceedings, with the testimony on both sides, are about to be 
submitted to the public—a tribunal that never fails to do jus- 
tice, however tardy in its judgment. The report itself is the 
prosecution of a member of the committee who voted through: 
out in favor of admitting the certificate members, and whose 
opinions were not likely to have been biased by any partiality 
for others, 


But, said Mr. M. the gentleman has seen proper to attack the 
majority of the committee; and by supposing a course of conduct 
which he desires the Ifouse to consider as having taken place in 
the committee 100m, has charged them with acts of the grossest 
injustice. The reasons urged in favor of setting aside the elec- 
tion at South Amboy were, that one of the officers of the election 
was unlawfully prevented from acting, and another person sub- 
stituted in his place, and that certain aliens had been permitted 
to vote. In making up his figured issue, the gentleman has 
charged the majority of the committee with re using to consider 
the depositions that were taken to establish these facts, and 
seeking to suppress them by the force of numerical strength. 
Sir, said Mr. M. I am not one of those who will permit arser- 
tions of this kind to go forth, where Iam personally concerned, 
although they be hypothetical, without accompanying them 
with a stamp by which they will be recognised and appreciated, 
wherever they go. The gentleman was not even satisfied with 
giving them a durability co-existent with his speech, but has 
embodied them in a preamble and resolutions, and placed them 
on the journal of the House. Sir, I ask if these charges are 
founded in truth? Was no part of the depositions taken by tue 
certificate claimants in relation to the election at South Am- 
boy, read and considered in committee? Nay, further: Were 
not all the depositions relating to that inquiry, and which were 
in the possession of the committee when the report was directed 
to be drawn, read and acted on? And although a part of them 
were rejected as incompetent by the committee, with but one 
dissenting voice, have they not all been submitted with the re- 
port, for the consideration of the House? With what propriety, 
then, and on what grounds, does the gentleman assert that these 
depositions were excluded from the consideration of the com- 
mittee, when his own name will appear recorded on the ques- 
tion? It may be that they were made with the view of break- 
ing the force of the report, and still keeping the public in doubt 
respecting the true nature ofthis infamous transaction, 

But, sir, said Mr. M. there are other depositions alleged to 
have heen taken by the certificate claimants in relation to the 
same subject, and which were referred to the committee since 
their report wassubmitted to the House. Although directed to 

ou, and only laid before the House and referred this morn- 
ing, [think Tf recognise in them acquaintances of two or three 
days’ standing. On Tuesday last, the chairman assembled the 
committee, and laid before them the report which he had pre- 
pared, in pursuance of the principles previously agreed, with 
the view, asis understood, of presenting it to the House that 
morning. 7 
{Here Mr. Sorta interrupted Mr, Mepit, and required that 
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he observe the rule of order, that forbids any reference to the 
proceedings of the committee. } 

Then, continued Mr. M. I will follow the example that has 
been set me by the gentleman from New York, (Mr. Fixt- 
MORB,] and suppose a case, intending to be understood, how- 
ever, as asserting what has actually taken place, For this pur- 
pose I will raise a select committee, and direct its attention, 
for a few minutes, to the cass now in hand. Suppose, 
then, that the commitiee had been sitting about five weeks, 
and had examined all the testimony submitted to is 
consideration by the respective claimante—that the cer 
tificate gentlemen finding the “great seal’? was beginnin 
to melt before the burning influence of the poll books, ask 
further to experiment on the good people of New Jersey, and 
try if they could discover a sufficient number of itlegal votes 
throughout the State to counterbalance the Democratic majo- 
rities in the townships that were suppressed. Suppose, in pur- 
suance of this request, that the committee, by a bare majority, 
had eee the further consideration of the case, aad autho- 
rized the taking of additional testuumony, until the second Monday 
of April next, in the manner and upon notice prescribed by the 
laws of New Jersey, reserving to itself, however, the right of re- 
porting to the House the facts as they then appeared before the 
committee. That, on the 28th ult. this House passed a resolution 
instructing the committee forthwith to report which five of the 
claimants received the greatest number vf lawful votes from 
the whole State, with all the evideuce of that fact in their 
possession—that they assembled on the next morning, agreed 
on the basis and principles of a report, and directed the chairman 
to prepare it accordingly. Suppose that, on the 3d instant, the 
committee were called together, the report submitted, and found 
in all things to correspond with the data on which it was pre- 
viously directed to be made—that at this time a member of the 
committee drew from his pocket ope under a sealed en- 
velope, directed to the Speaker of the House of Rey resenta- 
tives, and purporting to depositions in relation to the New 
Jersey election, and desired that they might be opened by the 
chairman, read, and considered, before the report should be sub 
mitted to the House These depositions were said to refer wo the 
manner of holding the election at South Amboy, although no- 
thing of the kind was endorsed on the envelope. This gentle- 
man, whose pocket, instead of the Speaker’s desk or chairman’s 
port folio, was made the depository of these depositions, ap- 
peared to understand their contents, and profeased to have re- 
ceived a letter from one of the claimants whose pretensions they 
were designed to sustain, explanatory of their import. Such 
(said Mr. M.) was the time, and such the circumstances under 
which these depositions appeared before the committee. It is 
true that it was subsequently poo to send them to the 
Speaker of the evokes | to the end that they might be opened and 
immediately returned to the committee; and it is true that this 
——_ was also rejected. Here, then, is the only paper re- 
ating to the case, according to my recollection, that was not 
considered by the committee before the report was presented to 
the House. ! 

But the language (said Mr. M.) which the gentleman from 

New York [Mr. Firimons] has used towards the majority of 
the committee, will warrant a further examination into the cir- 
cumstances, under which these depositions first made their 
appearance. Let us fora moment advert to the facts in the 
case. 
The consideration of the subject onthe ullimate right of the 
claimants had been postponed until the second Monday of 
April. They were engaged in taking testimony, with a view 
to a final adjudication &t that period. The committee had not 
precluded themselves from making a preliminary report, should 
it be deemed advisable to do so, but the parties had a right to 
expect thatit would be onthe evidence examined, when they 
were personally present. A resolution passed the House on the 
28th ultimo, calling for such a report. It was prepared and 
submitted by the chairman on the 3d instant. Sufficient time 
had intervened for a letter to reach South Amboy, where depo- 
sitions were being taken, and a package to be tranemitted from 
thence to this city. The depositions appear. I ask (said Mr. M.) 
ifthere were no grounds for him to suspect that all was not right? 
The order of the committee, as well asthe laws of New Jer. 
sey, required that they should be certified, sealed up, and either 
handed or transmitted, by the officer before whom they were 
taken, to the &pgzaxer of the Mouse of Representatives. 

How came they in the pocket of a member of the committee? 
They were sealed up, but wasit done by the officer before 
whom they were taken, the party whose claims they were in- 
tended to sustain, or some one in ti is city? There was nothing 
on the envelope by which these facts could be satisfactorily 
ascertained. They were directed tothe Speaker of the House 
of Representatives, but by whose hand? The gentleman, under 
whose polite attentions they were introduced into the commuit- 
tee room, asserted that they related to the manner of conducting 
the election at South Amboy: but did they contain all the test- 
mony that was taken on that subject; or did they only embrace 
the evidence onone side? Were — procured and trans- 
mitted to this city without the knowledge of the opposing 
claimants, and whilst they were actually engaged in examining 
the rebutting witnesses? . 

These are inquiries which the gentleman’s accompanying 
letter may have answered very satisfactorily, to his mind; but 
which, in my opinion, rendered the testimony wholly unworthy 
of consideration either in the committee or this House. Sir, 
said Mr. M. Ihave seen enough of this case to awaken my sus- 
picion, to excite my watchfulness, and to induce me to insist 
on the observance of those rules that preclude the poesibility of 
fraud. No one, it appearsto me, who has examined the sub- 
ject, and whose min unbiased by the ey prejudices of the 
day, can view the course pursued by the county clerks, the 
Governor and his ten Councilmen, in any other light than as a 
most daring attempt to control the sovereign will in the selection 
of public officers. Ifthese depositions were actually forwarded 
to this city by one of the parties, without the knowledge of the 
other, and before the examination of witnesees at that place, end 
in relation to the samne subject, had closed, as there was but tov 
much reason to suspect.is there a member on this floor who would 
seek to make the foundation of a report on a matter of so much 
interest to the people of this country? And I am assured, on 
the authority ofa letter received in this city, and which now 
lies before that such was the case. The House will, there- 
fore, see whether any evidence was suppressed, andon what 
foundation the gentleman’s assertions rest. The gentleman, 
said Mr. M. has also insinuated that the rejority had assem- 
bled after the adoption of the report, and ed a vote 
in the absence of three members, Uiat bad been taken in full 
commiuce, This, like his other charges, is without eny jus, 
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or real foundation in fact. The committee, at the meeting al- 
luded to, was equally as full as when the origina! vote was ta- 
ken. It two of the members saw proper to step out of the 
room after the question was put, and a third declined voting— 
that third being the gentleman himself—it is po fault of the 
raajority. Their absence was any and intentional, and 
the charge itself unworthy of so respeesable a source. Having 
already addressed the House at length, said Mr. M. J will not 
follow the gentleman in discussing the merits of the case. I 
rose to repel the unjust aepersions which he attempted to cast 
on a majority of the committee, and to expose to this House 
and the country, the desperate shifis that were being resorted 
to for the purpose of sustaining the Governor and Privy Coun- 
cil of New Jersey, in their attempted invasion on the rights 
oni liberties of the people of that patrietic State. 

Mr. TURNEY, after some preliminary remarks, moved the 
previous questiog on Mr. Fittmore’s motion to reconsider. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved a call of the House. 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut, (anotber member of the com- 
mittee,) rese to explain, in reply to Mr. Mgpict, but, amidst 
loud cries of order, resumed his seat. 

The previous question was now seconded, 

Mr. ILLMORE renewed his motion fora call of the House; 
andon this motion Mr. SMITH of Connecucut demanded the 
yeas and nays: which being ordered— 

Mr. GRAVES moved to adjourn. 

On this motion Mr. Mr. TURNRY demanded the yeas and 
ways, which, being taken, resulted as follows—yeas 79, nays 98. 
So the House refused to adjourn. 

The question then recurring on acall of the House, it was 
decided by yeas and nays in the negative—-yeas 61, nays 100. 
#0 the House refused to order a call of the House. 

The previous question was now put and carried 

And the main question being on Mr. Fr.tmore' motion to 
reconsider— 

It was decided in the negative, as follows—yeas 78, nays 6. 

Bo the Houre refused te reconsider the order by which cer- 
tain additional testimony in the New Jersey case had been re- 
terred to the Committee of Elections. 

Mr. FILLMORE said it had been suggested to him by seve- 
ral of his friends thatthe member from Ohio had imputed im- 
proper conduct te him before the committee, and had thrown 
out the idea that he (Mr. F.) was the individual who presented 
the sealed testimony. Now, allhe wished was for the member 
from Ohio to stete whether he intended to be so understood or 





ol 

Mr. MEDILL saidthat when he had previously addressed 
the House, he was prevented from giving a full starement of the 
circumstances precisely as they occurred, owing to his being 
arrested by the member from Connecticut, [Mr. Smirn,] and 
compelled, under the resolution of the House, to speak of them 
as supposed cases. He would now, however, state that the 
facta in the supposed case existed precisely as he had stated 
them. A member of the committee produced, from his own 
pocket, a sealed envelope, purporting to contain testimony in 
relation to the New Jersey election. and directed to the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives. That member, on producing 
it, demanded that the papers it contained should be read. This 
was before the committee submitted their report to UheHouse, but 
after it had been prepared. Jn speakingof the member, how- 
ever, he did not say it was the gentleman from New York, [ Mr. 
Fitimore,} nor did he wish te be understood as alluding to 
him. It was the member from Connecticut, [Mr. Smiru,] the 
same gentleman who called him to order for referring to what 
took place before the commitiee But he was of opinion that 
the gentleman from New York had joined in desiring that the 

apers should be opened andread. 

he SPEAKER, in reply to a question from a member, here 
stated, that the papers in question were delivered to him by 
Mr. Camppe ct, the chairman of the committee; they were en 
closed in a sealed envelope, and were directed to him as 
Speaker. That wasthe first time he ever saw them, 

Mr. TURNEY said he would like te know from the chair- 
man of the committee how and in what way he came in posses- 
ion of them. . 

{Here a scene of great confusion arose, ane membeis at- 
tempting to speak at once, and which rendered it impossible 
for the Riserut to hear with distinctness. } 


Mr. 8MITH of Connecticut having with some difficulty ob- 
tained the floor, eaid that he had not called the gentleman from 
Ohio to order for alluding to asy thing personal to himas a 
member of the committee, but on the ground that, under the 
resolution of the House, it was out of order to refer to the pro- 
ceedings of the eommittee. With respect to the suggestion 
that some member of the committee tiad held very improper 
communication with one of the parties, (Claimants,) he knew 
very well that the gentleman alluded to him. He knew that he 
was the person alluded to, because it was himself who deli- 
vered the testimony to the chairman of the committee, and the 
gentleman, if so disposed, might make as much of that fact as 
he pleased. : j 

On this admission, there was some laughter from various 
parts of the hall. — 

Mr. 8. said that ifgentiemen supposed what he had said im- 
plied any conscious guilt, ve f were much mistaken; but if 
they chose to laugh, they could do as they pleased. 

Mr. 8. then went on to remark, what he considered a singu- 
lar circumstance. He said that while the gentleman trom Ohio 
had been denouncing the alleged improper communication wiih 
one of the parties, he had acknowledged that he himself had 
been holding such a communication. The denunciation was 
all on one side. When the gentieman rises and throws impu- 
tations on others, he, at the same time, tells the House that he 
has letters from one of the parties, informing him of what was 
going on. = , F 

Mr. 8. went on to state, the depositions in question were sent 
to this city, undercover, to the Hon. Mr. Ospornz, and under 
the envelope there was a letter directed to him, Mr. 8. and 
which any member might read. The letter was of a political 
character, and merely mentioned that the depositions for- 
warded had reference to the illegal votes. The superscription 
on the envelope, containing the testimony, was “To the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives, care of the Hon. Mr. Camp- 
BELL: depesitions on the New Jersey case.”’ 

Mr. &. said that, at the requestof Mr Ogsorneg, he took the 
paper, and gave it to the chairman of the committee, supposing 
that as the committee had power to send for persons and pa- 

ra, ke hada right to open it. He, Mr. 8. had been merely the 
instrument of teking it from his room and giving it to the chair- 
man ofthe committee. There was nothing in the whole thing 
which could cast the Jeast imputation on him. Mr. 8, con- 
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cluded by complaining that the previous question had been 
moved b-fore me had been given him to make the above ex- 
planation. 

Mr. MEDILL said, that, so far as the gentleman’s explana- 
tion had represented him as acknowledging when up, ‘that he 
himeelf had been holding a communication with the parties,”’ 
or either of them, it wae wholly untrue. He had made no such 
admission or acknowledgment. What he had sald was, that 
he had been shown a letter received by an individual in this 
city, and which then lay before him, confirming the suspicions 
that ke had previously expressed in relation to the imperfect na- 
ture of the testimeny in question, and the injustice that might 
have resulted from its consideration. These suspicions were 
freely expressed in the committee room, and in presence of the 
gentleman from Connecticut (Mr. Smirn) himsell. He was 
taken by no surprise on this floor, he very properly acknow- 
ledges. He (Mr. M.) had heid no communication with either 
of the parties, nor would he consent to consider any testimony 
not received through the ordinary channels prescribed by law 
and the rules of this House, unless the parity whose rights were 
affected, had first an opportunity of being heard. He had never 
intended to refer tothe matter on this floor, but had been driven 
toit by the unjustifiable attack of the gentlemen from New 
York, (Mr. Fitumors. | 

Mr. CAMPBELL asked leave to introduce a resolution that 
the journal of the committee and all the papers in its posses- 
sion, in relation to the New Jersey suneenal election, be printed 
for the use of the House. What had passed to-day in the 
House rendered, he thought, such a measure proper, and al- 
most necessary. 

Objections being made by Mr. RICE GARLAND, and seve- 
ral others, 

Mr. CAMPBELL moved to suspend the rules to enable him 
to make such a motion. 

(The noise was very great, and the Cuam arrested the pro- 
ceedings until order could be in some degree restored. ] 

Mr. FILLMORE expressed his desite that such an order 
should be passed. 

Mr. CRABB explained on the subject of the introduction of 
the bundle of papers into the committee. 

A member objectedt» Mr. Campse.ts.’s motion being re- 
ceived, as the floor had been yielded to Mr. Perrikin on'y for 
explanation. 

he CHAIR decided the motion of Mr. Camppext to be out 
ef order, and declared the subject before the House to be the 
consideration of the report of the Committee of Elections, made 
on the 5th instant,on the New Jersey elecuon. 

The questions pending being Mr. Fit: morg’s proposition to 
recommit- 

_ Mr. Perarkin’s motion to amend Mr. Fittmorg’s proposi- 
tion— 

And the question immediately pending being the demand 
heretofore made by Mr. Perrikin for the previous question— 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to adjourn. 

Mr. CAMPBELL claimed the floor to explain. (Confusion 
and loud cries of order. ] 

The House refused leave for any more explanations. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON withdrew his motion for adjourn- 
ment. 

Mr. CAMPBELL again attempted to explain. 

Mr. TURNEY objected. 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved an adjournment; but the motion was 
negatived by yeas and nays—yeas 50, nays 135, 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. CURTIS said that, as he believed the morning hour had 
expired, (viz. that allotted to reports and resolutions,) he de- 
manded the orders of the day, (viz. private bills.) 

The CHAIR replied thatthe hour had not quite expired. 

Mr. PROFFIT moved a call of the House. 

Mr. STANLY demanded the yeas and nays. 

Mr. TURNEY inquired whether a majority of the House had 
power to refuse to go to the orders of the day? 

The CHAIR replied that on ordinary days it had: but not on 
days set apart by rule for private bills and business, 

Mr. R GARLAND moved to adjourn. 

Mr. TURNEY demanded the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered. 

Mr. BELL wished, by general consent, to modify the language 
of a resolution moved by him,and agreed to by the House, in 
regard to the Winnebago treaty, on the ground that the lan- 
guage was thought to imply a want of decorum toward the 
Executive Department, though this had happened unintention- 
ally, and through inadvertence. 

Mr. TURNEY objected. 

Mr. B® LL moved to suspend the rules. 

Mr. ADAMS made some remarks in support of Mr. BELL’s 
request, and moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolu- 
tion had been adopted. - 

Mr. HOFFMAN moved an adjournment. 

On which motion the yeas and nays being ordered, resulted 
as follows—yeas 89, nays 85. 

So the House, between 7 and 8 o’clock, adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Monpay, March 9, 1840. 


The CHAIR submitted a communication from the Secretary 
of the Treasury, in veply to a resolution of the 25th instant, as 
to the Five Per Cent. Fund ofthe State of Alabama; which was 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a message from the President of the United States, 
transmitting a report from the Surgeon General in relation to 
sites for marine hospitals; which was laid on the table, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

Also, a message from the President, transmitting a cor- 
respondence with the Spanish Government, in relation to a 
reduction of tonnage duties on Spanish vessels; which was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be 


printed. 
NORTHEASTERN BOUNDARY. 

The CHAIR also submitted the foilowing message from the 
President of the United States: : 

To the Senate: 

In addition to information already communicated, in compli- 
ance with the resolutions of the Senate of the 17th January last, 
I think it proper to transmit to the Senate cepies of two letters, 
with enclosures, since received from the Governor of Maine, 
and of a correspondence relative thereto between the Secretary 
of State and the British Minister, 

M. VAN BUREN, 


Washington, March 9, 1840, 





epeeres DuPanvaunry, 

ugusta, February 15, 19 

His Excellency M. Van Buren, oe" Y 15, 1810 
President of the United States. 

Sin: A communication from Mr. Fox, the British Mj; 
Mr. Forsyth, Secretary of State, under date of January o¢ 
contains the following statement: Y bib, 

“It appears from accurate information now in Possession 
the undersigned, that the Governor of Maine, and, through hig 
the President and General Government of the United s... 
have been misinformed as tothe facts. In the first nace, . 
reinforcement has been marched to the British post at the ae 
Temiscouta; the only change occurring there has been th, e 
lief of a detachment of her Majesty’s 24th regiment, by q z 
tachment of equal force of the 11th regiment; this force of i 
company being now stationed at the Temiscouta post ae 
always has been, for the necessary purpose of Protecting th, 
stores and accommodations provided for the use of her Main. 
ty’s treops, who may be required, as heretofore, to March by 
that route to and from the provinces of Canada and New Bi cee 
wick. In the second place, it is not true, that the Brinch ay, 
thorities either have built, or are building, barracks on beck 
sides ef the St. Johns river, vr at the mouth of the Madawaska 
river; no new barracks have in fact been built any where?” 

This statement has been read by the citizens oi this State 
With the most profoundastonishment. And howeve) hugh may 
be the source from which it emanates, I must be perniued ;, 
say, inthe language of that high functionary, that “jr jc yo. 
true;’’ though, in justice to him, I should add, that he hag hoor 
misinformed. Though this State, in the vindication of her rig}, 
and maintenance of her interests, relative to her territorig 
boundary, from past experience, had no reason to expec; any 
material admissions of the truth on the part of the British a, 
thorities, she was not prepared to meet such a positive and yp, 
qualified denial of facts as the foregoing exhibits, especially 
facts so easily susceptible of proof. The “accuracy” of, 
information alleged to be in the possession of the Minister, j, 
only equalled by the justice of the pretensions heretofore se; 
in regard to title. ' 

But, not to be bandying assertions where proof is abundany, | 
deem it my duty to transmit to your Excellency the deposijions 
of a number o! gentlemen, citizens of this State, of gre: re 
spectabily, and whose statements are entitled to the most jn 
plicit confidence. 

These depositions abundantly prove, that up to May jas, 
nearly two months subsequent to the arrangement entered jaig 
through the mediation of General Scott, no troops whatever 
were stationed at Temiscouta lake: that in August, September, 
and October, the number did not exceed twenty-five; while now 
it has been increased to about two hundred: that, prior to May, 
no barracks had been erected at Temiscouta; but that, since tha 
time, two have been built at the head of the lake, besides gon¢ 
tive or six other buildings apparently adapted to the esiahlish 
ment of a permanent miiitary post, and, at the foot of the jake, 
two or more buildings for barracks and other military purposes 
that, though no mew barracks have been erected at Madawaska, 
certain buildings, heretofore erected, have been engaged {0 
use as such: that a road has been constructed, connecting the 
military post at the head and foot of the lake—a tow path 
made the whole length of the Madawaska river—the road fron 
the head of the lake to the military postat the river Des Lou 
thoroughly repaired—transport boats built, &c. &c 

I would further inform your Excellency that an agent has 
been despatched to Temiscouta and Madawaska for the puy 
pose of procuring exact information of the State of things 
there at the present moment; but having incidentally fvund 
some evidence of the state of things prior to November las] 
have thought best to forward it without delay for the purpose 
of disabusing the Government and the country of the errors 
into which they may have been led by the communication be- 
fore alluded to. The report of the agent will be transmitted as 
soon as received, which may not be short of two wecks. 

Under these circumstances, 1 have only to repeat my official 
call upon the General Government for the protection of this 
State from invasion. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, 
Your Excellency’s most obedient servant, 
JOUN FAIRFIELD, 
Governor of Maine 


Uster, ; 








Tohis Excellency Hon. Joun Famrre.p, 
Governor of Maine. 

The undersigned has the honor to report that, in accordance 
with your commission of the 6th instant, he proceeded imme 
diately to the St. John’s river, Temiscouata lake, &c. and as- 
certained by actual observa'ion the following facts: _ 

That twenty-two miles below the mouth of Fish river, on 
the south side of the St. John’s, and nearly opposite the Mada- 
waska river, a house has been fitted up for barracks, ani ts 
rented by the English Government for that purpose, though no 
troops are there at present. Itis built of hewn timber, two sto- 
ries high, about sixty feet long and thirty wide. It has bunks 
prepared for over one hundred men. It_is now in charge 0! 
one man only. From thence he followed up the Madawaska 
river, observing the tew path on its east bank, which has been 
made and repaied by the English Government, under contracts 
given out by James A. MacLauchlan, esq. of New Brunswick, 
the gentleman who has heretofore assumed to act as Warden of 
the disputed territory. This work was accomplished the past 
season; the length corresponds with that of the east side of the 
Madawaska river, which is about twenty-six mules long. 

Two miles and a half below the foot of the Temiscovata 
Jake, on the west bank of the Madawaska river, the English 
erected, early last summer, a barrack, about eighty feet long 
and thirty wide, and two small out buildings. At this post, 
there are now stationed one sergeant, one corporal, and five 

rivate soldiers of company No. 3, llth regiment in the Ens: 

ish service, where they have been since about the first of Janv- 
gs Bows ‘ y POE 
‘ear this point commences a road, connecting It with the 
English werks next described, built the past season under con- 
tracts given out by said MacLaughian, for the distance of six- 
teen miles, ten of which are fully completed, and the remain 
ing six nearly. That fifteen miles from the foot of Temiscoua’ 
lake, on its west @ide, the English have erected eight buildings 
as barracks for soldiers, officers’ quarters, a hospital, a magazine, 
a storehouse, and a commissary’s house, all of which are sur 
sounded by ditches, breastworks, and stockades, en three sides; 
the fourth is not fully completed. An accurate plan of a!l = 
we accompanies this report, and is here particularly reler 
0, 
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Major Chambri, the commander at this fort, who was 
From med ofthe object and cause of the inquiries, and from 
fr _— the following facts were ascertained: ‘That he was 
1 ee iooed D the Government of the Canadas, having, un- 
ane we »mand, one company of grenadier soldiers, number- 
der bis swveighty.five men, of the llth regiment, and one light 
ng about the third of same regiment, numbering about ninety 
company one hundred and seventy five, not including officers 
mitts Woe yned, or servants. ‘The names of the officers are Maj. 
ere Capt. Wallington, Lieuts, Bloss and Gould, aid Ensign 
CaO at the barracks were commenced last spring, and 
Tide. the buildingsare still unfinished. That the first soldiers 
ee aationed herein June last, comprising a sergeant, cor- 
ons os ten men of 24th regiment; and in November fojlowing 
pr eompany of grenadiers were ordered to take their place, 
nd that about the first of January last they were reinforced by 
sithird company. That the road from these barracks, to the 
Des Loup, has been made and repaired the past season, 
fisance about thirty-six miles. ; ‘ 
jnaddition, the undersigned ascertained that the English kave 
ail at Lake Temiscouata, a number of large flat bottom boats, 
sad alo” keel boats, each of which will serve to carry fifty men, 
“ the flat bottom boats would transport, safely, — ord- 
ance. Outside the defences the English have a boat and store 
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The works at this fort are calculated to be a sure defence 

yninst artillery and light arms, as will more fully appear from 

anannexed. — ’ 

‘sllof which is most respectfully submitted 
BENJAMIN WIGGIN. 

rGUSTA, Me. Feb. A 1840. 


STATE OF MAINB—SECRETARY’S Orrice, 
Augusta, Feb. 27, 1840. 
[hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the ori- 
al deposited in this office. 
Attest, 


4 


“ PHILIP C. JOHNSON, 


Secretary of State. 
Mr. Forsyth to Mr. For. 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, March 6, 1540. 

By the directions of the President, the undersigned, Secre- 
ury of State of the United States, communicates to Mr. Fox, 
fovoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of Great 
ritain, the enclosed copy of a report made to the Governor of 
the Stateof Maine, by the agent, con:miissioned on the part of 
iheauthorities of that State, to ascertain the precise character 
andextent of the occupation of parts of the disputed territory 
by troops of her Britannic Majesty, and of the buildings and 
«ber public works constructed for their use and accommo 
dation 

By that report, and the three depositions which the under- 
siened informally communicated to Mr. Fox afew days since, 
be will perceive that there must be some extraordinary tnis- 
apiehension on his part of the facts in relation tothe occupa- 
yon by British troops of portions of the disputed territory. The 
gatements contained in these documents, and that given by Mr. 
Fox, in his note of the 20th of January last, exhibit a striking 
discrepancy as tothe number of troops now in the territory, 
ss compared with those who were init when the arrangement 
tween G overnor Fairfield and Lieutenant Governor Harvey 
wasagreed upon; and also as to the present and former state 
ofthe buildings there. The extensive accommodations pre 
jeredand preparing, at an old and at new stations, the works 
foished, and in the course of construction, onthe land and on 
the water, are not in harmony with the assurance the only object 
isthe preservation of a few unimportant buildings and store 
houses tor the temporary protection of the number of troops 
ber Majesty’s ordinary service can requireto pass on the road 
fom New Brunswick to Canada. 

The undersigned will abstain from any remarks upon these 
contradictory statements, until Mr. Fox shall have had an op- 
portunity to obtaif the meansof fully explaining them. How 
esential it is, that this should be promptly done, and that the 
reps necessary to a faithful observance cn the part of her Ma- 
esty’s colonial authorities of the existing agreements between 
tie two Governments should be immediately taken, Mr. Fox 
tannot fail fully to understand. 

The undersigned avails himself of the occasion t» renew to 
Fox assurances of his high consideration. 
JOHN FORSYTH. 
































Mr. Fox to Mr. Forsyth. 
Wassuincron, March 7, 1840. 

The undersigned, her Britannic Majesty’s Envoy Extraordi- 
laryand Minister Plenipotentiary, has the honor to acknow- 
elge the receipt of the official note of yesterday’s date, ad- 
cressed to him by Mr. Forsyth, Secretary of Siate of the United 

‘es, to which is annexed the copy of a report from Mr. Ben. 
nid Wiggin, an agent employed by the State of Maine to 
Visit the British military post at Lake Temiscouta; and in which 
rence is made to other papers upon the same subject, which 
Were informally communicated to the undersigned by Mr. For- 
yh a few days before; and the attention of the undersigned is 
vied by Mr. Forsyth to different points upon which the infor- 
a Contained in the said papers is considered to be mate- 
“a'y at variance with that which was conveyed to the United 
es Government by the undersigned in his official note of the 
ih of last January. 

The undersigned had already been made acquainted, by the 
Heulenant Governor of New Brunswick, with the cireum- 
are of Mr. Wiggin’s visit to the military post at Lake Te- 
nis@ita, where the officer in command very properly fur 
ished to Mr. Wiggin the requisite information upon all mat- 
"connected with the British station, which he appeared de- 
‘us tO Inquire about. 
The a'lezed points of variance, after deducting whatis fanci- 
— CO.\jectural in the reports now produced, and after com 
"ing What isthere stated in contradiction to other reports be- 
"= produced from the same quarters, do not appear to the un- 
tegned to be by any means so matetial as they seem to have 
0 considered by the Governmentof the United States. The 
‘itish military Lancoment stationed at Lake Temiscouta, 
= the agents employed by the State of Maine had, in the 
instance, with singular exaggeration, represented as 
ounting to two regiments, is now discovered by 
ae parties to amount to one hundred and 
bmty-five men, which, instead of two regiments, is some- 
ug less than two companies. It is indeed true, should such a 

b¢ Gnsidered worth discussing, that the undersigned 
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might have useda more technically correct expression in his 
note of the 26thof January, if he had stated the detaehment in 
question to consist of from one to two companies, instead o} 
stauing It to consist of one company. Buta detachment of her 
Majesty’s troops has been stationed at the lake Temiscouata, 
fiom Ume to me, ever since the winter of 1837 and '33, when 
the necessity arose from marching reinforcements by that route 
from New Biunswick to Cana'‘a; and it will be remembered 
that a temporary right of using that route for the same pur- 
pose, was expressly reservedgo Great Britain in the provisional 
agreement entered into at the beginniog of last year. 

[t is not therefore true that the stationing a military force at 
the lake Temiscouta is a new measure on the part of her Ma- 
jesty’s authorities. Neither is it true that that measure has 
been adopted for other purposes than to maintain the security 
of the customary line of communication, and to protect the 
buildings, stores, and accommodations provided for the use of 
Her Majesty’s troops when on a march by that route; and it was 
With a view to correct misapprehensions which appeared to 
exist upon these points, and thus to do away with one needless 
occasion of dispute, that the undersigned conveyed to the Uni 
ted States Government the information contained in his note of 
the 26th of January. 

With regard again to the construction of barracks and other 
buildings, and the preserving them in an efficient state of re- 
pairand defence, a similar degree of error and misapprehen- 
sion appears sill to prevail in the minds of the American au- 
thorities. 

The erection of those buildings within the portion of the dis- 
puted territory now referred to, for the shelter of her Majesty’s 
troops while on their march, and forthe safe lodginent of the 
stores, is NO Hew act onthe part of her Majesty’s authorities, 
The buildings in question have been in the course of construc- 
tion from a period antecedent to the provision agreements of 
last year, and they are now maintained and occupied along the 
line of march, with aview tothe same objects above specified, 
for which the small detachments of troops also referred to, are 
in like manner there stationed. 

The undersigned will not refrain from here remarking upon 
one pointof comparison exhibited in the present controversy. 
It is admitted by the United States authorities that the armed 
bands stationed by the Government of Maine inthe neighbor- 
hood of the Aroostook river, have fortified those stations with 
arullery; and it is now objected as matter of complaint against 
the British authorities, with reference tothe buildings at Lake 
Temiscouata,not that those buildings are furnished with artillery, 
but only that they are defended by palisailes capable of resist- 
ing artillery. It would be difficult to adduce stronger evidence 
ofthe acts on the one side being those of aggression, and on the 
other of defence. 

The fact, shortly, is, and this is the assential point of the argu- 
ment, that her Majesty’s authorities have not as yetaltered their 
state of preparation, or strengthened their military means 
within the disputed territory, with a view to settling the ques- 
tion ofthe boundary, altheugh the attitude assumed by the 
State of Maine with reference to that question, would be a clear 
justification of such measures; and it is much to be appre- 
hended that the adoption of such measures will sooner or Jater 
become indispensable, if the people of Maine be not compelled 
to desist from the extensive system of armed aggression which 
they are continuing tocarry on in other paris of the same dis 
puted territory. 

The undersigned avails himself of this occasion to renew the 
Secretary of State of the United Statesthe assurance of his dis- 
tinguished corsideration. 

II. 8. FOX. 

The documents having been read: 

Mr. WILLIAMS addressed the Senate in justification of him- 
self, as well as the Governor of Maine, for having declared that 
a portion of that State was occupied by British troops, and that 
the British authorities had erected barracks and military 
works upon the disputed territory; which statements had been 
denied by Mr, Fox’s letter to Mr. Forsyth of the 24th of January 
last. 


Upon the call of the Senate, (said Mr. W.) the President com- 
munited the correspondence between this Government and 
Great Britain, and also a!l the correspondence which had been 
had since the last session of Congress with the Governor of 
Maine and the British Minister at Washington, relative to the 
Northeastern boundary, and the jurisdiction of the disputed ter 
ritory. This was done on the 22d of January last, and em- 
braced the ableand significant reply of Mr. Forsyth of the 
16th of January, to the note of Mr. Fox of the 12ih of January 
last, declaring “that a persistance in, or a repetition of, such 
acts. oa the part of her Majesty’s agents, as those now com- 
plained of, would, ifavowed by Great Britain, be considered as 
but little in accordance with those (Mr. Fox’s amicable) assu 
rances.”’ 


The message and documents were immediately printed and 
widely circulated throughout the country, producing a deep 
sensation onthe public mind. On the 24th of January, Mr. 
Fox addressed another note to Mr. Forsyth, saying, among other 
things, that “since the date of his last official nore of the L2th 
instant, he has been furnished by her Majesty’s authorities in 
North America with more correct information than he then pos- 
sessed, respecting certain reported movements of British troops 
within the disputed territory, &c.’’ and adding, that “it appears 
from accurate information now in the possession of the under. 
signed, that the Governor of Maine, and, through him, the 
President and General Government of the United States, have 
been misinformed as to the facts. In the first place, no rein- 
forcement has been marched to the British post at the Lake 
Temiscouata; the only change occurring there has been the re 
lief of adetachment of her Majesty’s 24th regiment by a de- 
tachment of equal force of the Lith regiment; this force of one 
company being now stationed at the Temiscouata post, as it 
always has been, for the necessary purpose of protecting the 
s'ores and accommodations provided for the use of her Majes- 
ty’s troops who may be required, as heretofore, to march by 
that route to and from the provinces of Canada andjNew Bruns- 
wick. In the second place, it is nottrue that the British autho- 
rities either have built, o- are building, barracks on both sides 
the St. Johns river, or at the mouth of the Madawaska river; no 
new barracks have in fact been built any where,” &c. to which 
Mr. Forsyth replied on the 28th of January; and on the 29h of 
that month, the President transmitterl both letters, with his 
message, to the Senate, which were printed and extensively 
circulated through the country. You may well suppose, said 
Mr. W. with what astonishment I listened to such assertions 
from the official organ of her Britannig Majesty! Al- 
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| though perfectly satisfied that the statements of Governor 
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Fairheld were substantially cerrect, I could not but be 
sensible that the leuer of Mr. Fox was well calculated to 
throw suspicion on those statements, and to create a belief that 
Governor Fairfield had mistaken and misrepresented the true 
state of the case. 1 regret that he has been obliged to lay un- 
der this imputation so long, but am now rejoiced that the Presi: 
dent has done justice to the Governor of Maine, as well as to the 
nation, by voluntarily communicating the evidence which has 
been furnished to him, and which has now been read to the 
Senate, fully es'ablishtug, as it does, the correctness of the 
statements made by Governor Fairfield, and showing the entire 
want of accutacy in the allegations in the British Minister’s 
note of the 24th of January Let us see what Mr. Fox de- 
clares, im that note, “appears from the accurate information 
then in his possession.’’ —_ In the first place, (said Mr. W.) he 
asserts “that no reinforcement has been marched to the Lake 
Temiscouata.”” The evidence is, that the Sd light company of 
10:h regiment, numbering nivety men, was marched to that 
post about the first of January last, as a reinforcement to the 
grenadiers then there In the second place, Mr. Fox says, 
“the only change vecurring there has been the relief of a de 

tachment of her Majesty’s 44th regiment by a detachment of 
equal force of the llth regiment’? The evidence is, that, in 
November last, there was at that post @ sergeant, corporal, 
and ten men only, who were then relieved by a company of 


grenadiers of Ilth regiment, consisting of eighty-five 
men. In the third place, Mr. Fox states “that this 
force, Of one company, being now stationed at the 


Temiscouata post, as7t always has been,” &c. The evidence 
is, that, prior to June last, there was no force there, and, until 
November, there was on/y a sergeant’s guard. Inthe iourth 
place, Mr. Fox says “that it is not true, that the British autho- 
rities ether have built or are building barracks on both sides 
ofthe St Johns river, orat the mouth of the Madawaska river. 
The evidence is, that barracks, and other strong works, have 
been built at the foot and head of the lake on the north side of 
the St.Johns river, and that a large building of hewn timber on 
the south side of that river, and opposite the Madawaska river, 
has been hired, fitted up for barracks, and is now occupied by 
the British authorities for that purpose. In the fifth place, 
Mr. Fox asserts “that mo new barracks have, in fact, been built 
any where The evidence is, that new barracks have been 
built at the Aead and foot of the lakes, 

But enough of this. The depositions of witnesses under oath, 
and the report of the agent sent by the authoriues of Maine, for 
the special purpose of seeing the works and ascértaining the 
force of the Briush upen the disputed territory, will carry con- 
viction to the mind of every one who will read them, and the 
nation will see and duly estimate the truth of the case. 

Having said (continued Mt. W.) what I considered to be my 
duty to Governor Fairfield, the State of Maine, and myeelf, in 
reference to this extraordiuary leuter of the British Minister, 1 
would now ask the attention of the Senate to a more lnportant 
view of the subject. By the arrangement entered into in March 
last between the Governor of Maine and the Lieutenant Go- 
vernor of New Brunswick, it was agreed that the Lieutenant 
Governor of New Brunswick, witheut renewed instructions to 
that effect, would not seek to take military possession of the 
disputed territory, &c. In answer to Governor Fairtield’s in 
quiry in December last, as to British troope being stationed 
within the diputed territory, Sir Joho Harvey says, * that what. 
ever movements of troops may have taken place en the side of 
Lower Canada, have been made by authority superior to 
mine,” &c. Isit possible that, after making an arrangement 
with the Lieutenant Governor of New Brunswick for the pre- 
servation of peace upon the borders, pending the negotiation 
on the subject of the boundary, we are pow to be told that, 
while the Lieutenan' Governor respects and conforms to his 
own arrangement, Ais superior may and will do as he pleases; 
and isto be permitted to consiruct strong posts and keep what 
military force he thinks proper upon the territory in dispute! Are 
we quietly to remain in a condition so humiliating? Ptrust not. 
Aud yet this is the position in which we are placed, if we accede 
to the views taken by Mr. Fox in his letter of 24th of January last, 
where, speaking of her Majesty’s authorities in North America, 
he says: “they will, as at present advised, consult their own 
discretion, in adopting tne measures of defence that mvy be ren- 
dered necessary by the threats of a violent interruption to the 
negotiation, which have been used by all parties in Maine,” &c. 


Hfere we have the avowalof the accredited Minister of he 
B atannic Majesty to this Government, that her Majesty's author 
ritiesin North America, (not the Lieutenant Governor of New 
Brunswick, for he has made an agreement which forbids Ais 
doing it,) assuming, without the least foundation for such aa- 
sumption, that Maine threatens, or desires, a violent interrup- 
tion to the negotiation, will, as at present advised, consult their 
own discretion in adopting measures of defence; and we have 
the proof that, in the exe cise of that discretion, thoee authe- 
rities have constructed strong military posta, stationed regular 
troops, and made roads for the transportation of men and mili- 
tary stores within the disputed territory, contrary to agree- 
ment, and in violation of the just rights of the State of Maine. 
Shall we, can we, submit to such usurpation? to such wrong? 
If there is a patriotic feeling in the bosom uf any American, it 
will emphatically respond, no! 


Mr. W. then alluded to the late message of Sir John Harvey 
to the Assembly of New Brunswick, in which he expresses 
great confidence that, upon the arrival in England of the com- 
missioners who recently came out to examine the disputed ter- 
ritory, and upon their report being made to the Ministry at 
home, such a proposition would be made for the adjustment of 
the question of boundary as would be satisfactory to this Go- 
vernment. Ife does not intimate what that proposition will be, 
or how it will be made satisfactory, but the Assembly therenpon 
passed a bill to authorize Governor Harvey to raise a corps of 
twelve hundred men whenever it might become necessary. Our 
whole borders are being surrounded with military posts and for- 
tifieations; additional troops are being sent into the provinces; 
and soldiers and military works are placed within and upon a 
portion of the territory in dispute. 


With such means upon our borders to render a proposition 
satisfactory, who can wonder that Sir John Harvey should fee! 
great confidence that it would prove satisfactory? Would it 
not, under such circumstances, be wise to place our frontier ia 
a condition which will enable us to consider and act upon any 
proposition which may be made to us with calmness and free- 
dom from cvercion? Is it not apparent, while this Government 
is resting in securiy. relying upon the strong and reiterated de- 
clarations of Great Britain of its anxious desire to bring the long 
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amicable and just termination, and conforming to the arrange- 
ments for preserving peace on the borders, that the British au- 
thorities are steadily and constantly preparing for a diflerent re- 
ault? Shall we be blind to the recent augmentation of troops 
in the provincea—to the construction of military posts upon our 
whole Eastern and Northern frontiers—to the making of roads 
for the speedy movement of troops and the erection of buildings 
fer the’r accommodation? While Maine, deeply interested in 
the question of boundary, is looking with intense anxiety upon 
these extensive preparations for conflict, aud is ealling upon the 
General Government to fulfil the constitutional duty of protect. 
ing end defending her against foreign encroachment and dis- 
memberment, what has the Government done? Has it come to 
her in that way which would have been most likely to pre- 
serve her rights and bring the question to a prompt termination? 
Is it now the duty of this Government forthwith to meet the 
recent movements of Great Britain by corresponding move 
ments upon our part? Would not such a course promote the 
amicable and early settlement of the pending dispute? And 

so doing, would not the hazzard of border conflicts be greatly 
dimin } These questions demand the serious and solemn 
consideration of Congress and the country. Maine does not 
desire, by any act of hers, to bring on a war, but she ought 
not, and cannot, suffer a portion of her territory long co remain 
in the military occupation of foreign —. ' 

Mr. W. then moved that five thousand extra copies of the 
m and decuments be printed, and in order that the pub- 
lic might see and compare the statements of Mr. Fox, with the 
evidence now furnished, that the same number of the Presi- 
dent's my ef the 29h of January, together with Mr. Fox’s 
letter of the 24thof January,and Mr. Forsyth’s reply thereto, 
should also be printed with the present message and decu- 
ments; which was agreed to. 

Mr. CALHOUN presented a memorial from the Town Coun- 
cil of Georgewwn, South Carolina, asking for the erection of a 
light-house at the mouth of the river Santee; which was referred 
to the Commitee on Commerce. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented a memorial, praying for the 
a of a general bankrupt law; which was referred to the 
Jommittee on the Judiciary. ; 

Mr STURGEON presented a memorial, praying for the im- 
position of a moderate duty on foreign silks; which was referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a petition from a number of citizens 
of New York, praying for the passage of a general bankrupt 
law; which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. WALL presented 2 similar petition; which had the same 
reference. 

Mr. W. aiso presented additional papers in relation to the 
claim of John H. Mackintosh; which were filed with the bill for 
his relief. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky presented a memorial of stockholders 
of the Agricultural Bank of Natchez, for further indulgence in 
the payment ofa sum due the Government; which was referred 
to ce Committee on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. C. also presented several memoria s in favor of measures 
for the prevention of wars between nations; which were referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. BENTON presented a memorial from some good hard 
money men of Missouri, remonstrating against the present 
banking system; which was laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. ee ; ‘ 

Mr. B. also presented a memorial of citizens of Missouri, 
praying the passage of a pre-emption law; which was laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SPENCE, from the Select Commitiee, to which was re- 
ferred the memorial of Samuel Forry, made a special report 
thereon; which was ordered to be printed, accompanied by a 
bill, which was read, and ordered to a second reading 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to 
which was referred a bill to revive the act entitled“ An act to 

enable claimants to Jand within the limits of Missouri and the 
Territory of Arkansas, to institute proceedings to try the vali- 
dity of their claims, &c. reported the same with an ainendment; 
which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. STRANGE, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, re- 
yorted a bill fur the relief of William Hogan, administrator of 

ichael Hogan; which was read, and ordered to a second 1ead- 


ing. 

“Kir. ROBINSON, from the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads, reported a bili for the relief of Francis A. Harri- 
gon; which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

@n motion by Mr. NORVELL, the vote of the Senate atopt- 
ing the report of the Committee on Naval Affairs, adverse to 
the claim of was reconsidered, and the petitien, 
with additional papers, was again referred to that committee. 

The motion submitted some days since by Mr. Benton to 
print ten thonsand additional copies of the salt cocument, was 
taken up, and agreed to—ayes 23, nays 14. 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, re- 
ported a bill forthe relief of Jean Baptiste Comeau; which was 
read, and ordered to a second reading 

Mr. TALLMADGE submitted the following resolution, which 
was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be instructed to 
inquire into the expedieney of reappropriating by law the ba- 
lance of the apprepriation of ten thousand dollars, heretofore 
made by Congresa, to be distributed among the officers and 
crew of the late private armed brig ‘General Armstrong,” 
which balance, amounting to $2,975 20, was carried to the sur- 
plus fund on the 31st December, 1839. 


ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS. 


Mr. LUMPKIN moved to take up the follewing reselution, 
submitted by him some days since, in relation to the adjourn- 
ment of the two Houses of Congress: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
the President of the Senate and Speaker of the House of Re- 
»resentatives do adjourn their respective Houses sine die, on 
Manda , the —— day of May next. . ; 

Mr. LUMPKIN aaid this wasa subject which did not require 
many words for its elucidation, as every Senator could judge 
of its iety or impropriety. _ From the convictions of my 
own mind, said Mr. L. 1 am satisfied that if we agree to fix the 
adjournment two months hence, we can do more business, and 
do it better, than if we delay it till September next. Thirty 
years’ reflection had convinced him that, when a definite day 
was fixe] for the adjournment, the members applied them. 
selves more assiduously to business; there was less talking and 
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more action; and a general disposition to ch the mea- 
sures before the expiration of the time allotted had expired. 

But there was another and an important consideration to be 
taken into account. Taking the expenses of the short sessions 
as data, we have been sitting here up tothis day, atan expense 
to the nation of little short of half a million of dollars. And 
what have we done during this time? If my recollection is cor- 
rect, Congress has passed but three bills—one of which was for 
the payment of themeelves. 

Another consideration, and, with him, a very important one, 
was that, on account ofthe long sessions, and the great difliculty 
of getting the business entrusted to them by their constituents 
transacted, Congress was lowered in the estimation of the 
country, which was a great public evil. Notwithstanding the 
great outcry about Executive abuses and Executive patronage, 
the Legislature is by far the most important branch of this Go- 
vernment. Whatever may be the amount of Executive abuses, 
they dwindle into insignificance, when compared with those 
which may spring from improper legislation. Whatever may 
be his designs, no Executive can materially injure this country, 
if Congress does its duty. The President only executes the 
laws; and if this is done improperly, Congress has the power of 
— him; and has even the power of removing him from 
office, 

In submitting this resolution, Mr. L. said, he had consulted no 
one on the subject; but he thought the interests of the country, 
and the character of Congress, required that they should adjourn 
at the earliest day the situation of the public business would 
eer. He would not occupy longer the time of the Senate, 

ut wished to record his vote on the proposition. He would 
discharge his duty, and he presumed others would discharge 
what they conscientivusly believed to be theirs. 

Mr. L. then moved to fill the blank with the “18th day of May 
next;’’ which was agreed to. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, expressed himself decidedly in favor 
of the resolution, which had heen introduced by the Leoseabie 
Senator from Georgia, [Mr Lumpxin.] Hesaid he would not 
only cordially vote to adjourn the present session of Congress on 
the I8th of May next, but he would go still further, and would 
vote for an amendment of the Constitution, by which the first 
seasion of the term, as well as the last, should be limited tosome 
definite period. He said itappeared to him that the tendency 
of things, for the last ten or twelve years, was toward a perpe- 
tual session of Congress, to which he was utterly oppposed. 
Mr. C. said it had become customary for Congress, at the first 
session in every term, to continue here seven or eight months, 
when a much shorter time was required fur the despatch of the 
public business; and it was time to make a change. 

Mr.C said it was a fact, easily demonstrable, that much the 
greater portion of the business was done, at every session, whe- 
ther long or short, within the last few weeks. He said he had 
been an attentive observer of operations here for the last ten or 
eleven years; and such, aa far as he recollected, had been uni- 
formly the case. But (he said) he had just looked hastily into 
the proceedings of the last two sessions, and found this view of 
the matter fully sustained. ‘The last session was a short one; but 
about two hundred and fifty acts and resolutions had been 
passed—the usual] amount of business had been done. Yet, 
(said Mr. C.) up to the 6th of February, when more than two 
out ef the three months of the session had elapsed, only five 
acts and one resolution had passed. The remaining two hun- 
dred and forty or fifty acts and resolutions had been passed with- 
in the last twenty-five days of the session. At the preceding 
session, which was the last long one, and continued from the 
first Monday in December to the 9th of July, about two hun- 
dred and seventy acts and resolutions had been passed; and, of 
that number, about one hundred and seventy passed within the 
last thirty days of the session. 

Now, (said Mr. ©.) I may not be precisely accurate—my 
calculation has been hastily made; but I do not believe I am far 
wrong: and what does it prove? It shows satisfactorily. to my 
mind, that about an equal amount of business is done in a ses- 
sion of three months that is done in a session of eight months— 
and the greater portion always within the last few weeks, at 
either session. 


Mr. C, said he had aiso observed another fact in his experi- 
ence here, and that was, that so soon as a day of adjournment 
was fixed, every one began to attend more assiduously, and 
manifested a stronger desire to despatch the business. He 
thought he might appeal with confidence toall who had served 
at former sessions, to sustain him in this view of the subject. 
Let it be once understood, on all hands, that there is to be an 
end of the session on the 18th of May, and we should see the 
members of both Houses prosecuting their duties with increased 
energy and alacrity. Assured, as he was, that the results 
would be altogether beneficiel, Mr. C. express: d the hope that 
the resolution would receive the sanction of the Senate. 


Mr CLAY of Kentucky took that occasion to express the 
pleasure he felt in finding such a measure emanate in the quar- 
teritdid. He not only had ne objection to the time fixed in 
the resolution, but was ready to go still further, and voie for an 
adjournment to-morrow, ay, or even that very day; for,from the 
appearance of things around him, he mustsay, and he did so with 
the deepest regret and mortification, that nothing was to be ex- 
pected from the present session of the present Congress, either 
to advance the interests, or to relieve the embarrassmentr of 
the people. The sooner, then, that they went home and mixed 
with their constituents, the better. Let us go to the honest far- 
mer, and take a chaw tobacco with him, and ask him “how are 
his children—how the state of his crops, and what marke's are 
affurded, in the present crippled state of the times, through the 
war made upon the banks and credit of the country;” and 
when we meetagain, said Mr. C. it will be under happier aus- 
pices; we shall then be likely to find a Congress better organ- 
ized, and more disposed to regard the public weal. The only 
objection he had to this measure was, that it was calculated to 
deceive and impose upon the people; he did not impute any 
such design to the Senator from Georgia; but that was its evi- 
dent tendency. Who for one moment believed—did the hono- 
rable Senator himself believe—that the session weuld be closed 
by the middle of May next? No, sir, said Mr. C. the dog-days 
will still find usin thiscity, and I object only that the step is 
calculated to eugene the people with the belief that sucha 
step was seriously contemplated. The state of the finances was 
such as to require the issue of some four or five millions of 
Treasury notes, and, My the time we were ready to go, we 
might be called on for four or five millions more,and that alone 
would compel us te stay. He should vote for the resolution, 
convinced, as he was, that nothing would be done to improve 
the condition of the country; and the sooner, therefore, the ad- 


ournment took place, the bett 
Jor de place, er for the country and thei, 


riends. 

Mr. LUMPKIN said the Senator trom , 
was not present when he introduced the ese Me Chay) 
then stated that it was the result of no consuliation, He bai 

rson, but was presented from his own convictionsyy” 
Je had not stated that he anticipated that booms’! duty 
would pass, as he had no intention te deceive, Rewoute 
say he did not anticipate success, but he had so received hi “—e 
sons in the school of duty, as, when convinced he wag ini is les 
to sow his seed in the morning, and rot withhold his hand. es 
evening. He would discharge what he conscientious} a - 
to be his duty, regardless of consequences. Y Geemed 

Mr. BENTON appreciated fully the motives which ac 
the Senator from Georgia, in presenting this reaolution 1 
were all laudable, and such as should actuate gentle, The 
bringing forward public mensures. He had many yearn," 
been convinced of the evil resulting from the inequalit wane 
tion in the short and long sessions, and thought it woald yl 
advantage to equalize them, by takin something from th a 
of the long, and adding something to the beginning of the cont 
session. A bill, witha Pan of this kind embraceq short 
passed both branches of Congress a few years since, byw.’ 
vetoed by the Executive, on the ground that we hadho new” 
to make a permanent law onthe sulgect; that one Comet 
had no right to bind its successors, though each might ie is] 
for itself. He was in favor of adjourning eartien a 
meeting earlier. By our present arrangement, gentlemen w 
generally on their way here during the first severe spell of ont 
weather, and were therefore ex d to its inclemencies, at = 
great risk of life and health. e had himself been tore tha 
once frozen up on the Ohio river, and compelled to prosecute 
his journey by land, over by-roads and in neighborhood Con 
veyances. Business is also delayed by the present arrange. 
ment, as from the time at which we meet it has gotto be om 
tled thing that no business is to be transacted until after Chri 
mas. But he would suggest to the Senator from Georgia the 
propriety of holding up the resolution for a few days, that some 
consultation and assimilation of opinions might be had on the 
subject. There were now on our table three or four communi. 
cations, and one special meee from the President, npon 
the subject of an anticipated deficit in the Ti ; 
great diversity of opinion between the Executive and Judic 
in regard to the operation of certain provisions of the compro. 
mise act: the great increase of drawbacks, which have reachei 
an enormous amount: the almost certainty that the debts owing 
to the Government by many of the banks—all were Operating to 
produce a deficiency in the Treasury. The Bank of the 
United Siates will owe a large amount to the Government in 
September; but that institution will now not even pay ou 
her own irredeemable rags to discharge her obligations 
Checks drawn on her by depositors are noi paid, 
but they merely stamp “good” on them—to which some 
add “for nothing.” If the bills which were necessary to keep 
the Government in existence were in the power of the Senate, 
then he might be disposed to consider the propriety of fixing a 
day for adjournment; but he was not willing to see this Go. 
vernment crumble down into atoms for the want of means to 
carry it on, and he would give no vote which should put it into 
the power of those who were willing to see Congress adjourn 
to-day, (as Mr. CLay of Kentucky said he was,) and thereby 
leave the Government to dissolve; for the event is certain, that 
unless bills are passed to raise money, the Government must 
stop payment before the next session. 

Mr. LUMPKIN concurred with the Senator last up in the 
propriety of many of hisremarks; but in the proposition before 
them there was no hasty day fixed—there was abundance of 
time allowed to make up all matters alluded to by that Senator, 
and all other necessary business. He could not bring himsslf 
to induige the idea that another branch would fail te do its duty 
when the day for closing the session was named. He hai never 
been in the habit of speaking of party, or expressing party opi- 
nions, (that was for another place, not for the Senate of the Uni. 
ted States;) but, having a majority, as his political friends had, 
in both branches of the National eae if they would not 
act, he was ready for the blame to rest on his side of the House, 
He was willing to fo home to his constituents, as the Senator 
from Kentucky had suggested. They had a double duty to ful- 
fil: one that pertained to Congress, and another to themselves, 
He felt desireus to bring the session to a close. 

Mr. SEVIER was in favor of the resolution. Hef wished to 
gohome to his constituents. Solong as a limit was not fixed, 
the public business was not progressed in. During short ses- 
sions they had ample evidence that more was done in three 
months than usually in any six of the long ones, With regard 
to the wants of Go vernment, he was willing to supply what it 
required—five, ten, nay twenty millions, ifsuch a sum was ne 
cessary. He was not “particular about that matter; but, if the 
public business was not attended to, he was for leaving the re- 
sponsibility where it belonged. He coincided in the opinion 
that Congress was not the place for discussing the merits of 
candidates for public favor. They were sent here to transact 
business, and not to make speeches. Political discussions 
were more appropriate subjects for the —_ where gentle: 
men would have an opportunity of displaying themselves when 
they returned to their constituents. 

Mr. HUBBARD wished to pone the whole matter for 
the present. He would go as far asany man in his efforts 80° 
dispose of the public business as to have an early adjournment. 
But look at the atate of the public business. hen all the im- 
portant public bills passed by this body were sleeping on the 
Speaker’s table, was that a time to move in this business? In 
fast, the other branch was not fairly organized. When thet 
took place, he would be ready to go with his friend fiom 
Georgia in fixing some certain day, He would therefore more 
to postpone it unui that day week. 

This motion was negatived—ayes 19, noes 21. 

Mr. ALLEN said: I believe the condition of public affairs ¥# 
never more Critical than at present—never were more a 
tant measures, more difficult questions, grouped together 4 
pressed at once upon the attention of Con We are as 
sembled here, not as visitere, for a limited number of days, @ 
enjoy, anoaiie winter, the luxuries of the capital, and @ _ 
tire, at the opening of spring, to the interior, as our taste 
private convenience may suggest; no, but to transact 
affairs with that circumspertion and care becoming men a 
with so solemn a trust. Whatever may be the reason of | 
fact, experience proves the fact to exist—that even in ordinary 


times, much less at a eonjuncture like this, the pe fixed in 
the pending resolution toute adjournment, has been found ¢ 
short fur the alternate sessions of Congress, 
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lared a violation of order to speak here of the 

It has eons econsatives Not so. It is, as it should be, out 
en or to aliude disrespectfully to that body, or to any one of 
a mbers; not otherwise. ell, the resolution declares that 
re Peek lent of this, and the Speaker of the other, branch shail, 
ihe aven day, and that not distant, adjourn, finally, their re- 
08 ’¢ Houses. The resolution is, therefore, a declaration of 
pe esis's opinion to the country—a declaration to be made 
ia advance, that (ie House of Representatives ought to 
- call its business within a period named, not by the 
imose iwself, but by the Senate, and that period far short of the 

day of adjournment for the long session. : 

i, 1s proposed to make this declaration, although it be a fact 
yorious, (ofthe reason f speak not,) that the House, so far 
von having acted definitely upon any one of the public mea- 
: which are admitted to be not only indispensable to the 
— welfare, but some of them to the very life and being of 
e Government—that it is not yet, as to onc of the States, even 
ve organized bedy, prepared to actatall. Are we then, is it 
vige or just that we should, thus chide the House for its tardi- 

jus prescribe, in advance, limits to its action—thus infer 
delinquency aa body, by proclaiming our own prompt fide- 
ublic 
oh 4 stand matters with the Senate itself? Where are 
ihe general appropriation bills? Where the revenue bills? Where 
ite graduation, the pre-emption bills? Where that for the con- 
jinnation of the Cumberland road? Have these been acted 
upon, even here? Mave any one ofthem gone through the first 
daze t@ consummation? And are Senators prepared to ha- 
vari these measures, for the want of time, by fixing an 
ajjournment 80 | unusually near? Some of these bills 
most originate in the Mouse, before acted upon here; 
and when, in the existing condition of things, can we 
expectthem to Come to the Senate? We sentto the House 
the bill forthe defence of Florida, weeks ago, yet it still sleeps 
upon the table—so we sent, and so sleeps the Independent Trea 
sury—as likewise others of less importance. If by any unto 
ward event these measures be lost, where is the responsibility? 
i: fal's uponthe majority—the friends of the Administration, 
(indeed they bea majority. For, sir, whosoever may, in fact, 
pe the delinquents, the people,will, and ought to, ascribe results 
to those who have the power to act, andto apportion responsi- 
bili y by the standard of numbers. I say they ought, because 
ach isthe theory of our Government—and this the only effec- 
tive compu'sion on majorities to do their duty. This is true of 
bodies in the aggregate, although itis equally true that the jus- 
tice of the people, in the separate States and dis‘ricts, will hold 
their particular Representative likewise individually responsi- 
ble, if among the delinquents, notwithstanding they are of the 


nority. 

PS 2 the bank charters ofthis District expire, I believe, on 
as berth of thecoming July. They have applied tothis body 
fora renewal—must be renewed this session, if at all, andas 
yet, have not been put through even the first process. Now, 
sr, come up when they will, as come up they must, they shall 
not, with my consent, be smuggled through the Senate without 
discussion, for want of time to discuss them. No; Iam not 
now tolearn the character of the great contest which, at this 
hour, 30 deeply convulses all parts of the country—a contest 
involving principles whick must in future affect most sensibly, 
most vitally, the very form of this Government—the safety, 
the very existence of the Republic. Nor am I yet to learn 
that our example, in this particular, will exert upon that con- 
test an influence, a fer good or for evil. 

Sir, my friend from Georgia, (Mr. Lumpxtn,] who introduced 
thisresolution, and those Senators who support it, are unques- 
uonably sincere in believing the time ouliclent:; they are inca- 
jable, | know, of being otherwise; but still I think with the Se- 
natortrom Kentucky, (Mr. CLay,] that, though the resolution 
may be passed, we shall nevertheless be found here engaged at 
the ordinary period ofadjournment. And, ifso, will itnotseem, 
what, by thus fixing in advance atime so far short of that to 
which, inthe end, we aciually extend the session, we have been 
but sporting with the public credulity? I repeat, that I know 
Senators incapable of intending this; but it becomes the dignity 
—it is essential to the moral force of a legislative body, not 
only to act in good faith,with candor and sincerity in all tales, 
butto appear so to aet. 

Afier all, in the condition of the public business, not the num- 
ber of days, is the rule by which to determine the adjournment. 
We are sent here to do that business, nor will the people, if we 
adjourn and neglect it, excuse our delin uency, because we are 
\uick to prove ourselves delinquent. They are just —they rea- 
sn justly; and they will approve or condemn, according to the 
manner in which we spend the time, not to the time itself. Let 
us, therefore, work—faithfully work—and, being done, go 
home. Sir, Inow speak sincerely my epinions, formed, as they 
are, alone in reference to the public welfare, and have a right 
‘be thought sincere. For who has neglected his duties less— 
Who been more steady to his post than I? So much so, indeed, 
that | do not now remember an entire day, or a single vote, ! 
have lost since I became a member of the body—certainly no 
vole of importance. However hazardous may be the question, 
Tneither dodge nor flee. Let us, then do the work and go 
home. There, I am as anxious to be as any other Senator. I 
move, therefore, to lay the whole subject upon the table. 


Mr. CLAY of Alabama, requested Mr. ALLEN to withdraw 
's motion to lay the resolution on the table, which precluded 

debate; which having been done, 

Mr. C. inquired whether the’ Senator from Ohio intended 

tone Temarks relating to “ tricks,” and “playing mounte- 
nk,” to apply to him, or the course he had thought proper to 

Pursue on this occasion. 


- Auten having disclaimed any such intended applica- 


an  C. expressed himself satisfied, and remarked that he had 
a the reasons he had before assigned, for supporting the 
tution. Fd Were sufficient toexempt him from any such impu 
n. He said he had shown by referenge tothe last two ses- 

thi t nearly all the business was done within the last 
— days of each; and that about the same number of laws 
Passed atthe short session of three months, asat the long 

wail which had been for years growing longer and longer, 
rumetttY, Cecupied seven or eight months. This was 
huficient to satisfy him, that the public business could 
‘hin a more limited time; and, if so, it fol- 

that ng economy, and the public interest, it ought 

fring a de Nor was he afraid of the responsibility of now 
fciens: fctnite period for the session, when it was manifest suf- 
6 dati Would be allowed for the performance of all the ne- 
‘wary duties, He said if the public business was not done, 
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the people of this country were sufficiently intelligent and diecri- 
minating to attach the blame to the proper party, er the indivi- 
duals justly chargeable with delinquency. 


But, Mr. C. said, he did not agree with the Senator from Ken- 


tucky, (Mr. Cuay,] in the reasons assigned by him for giving 
the resolution his support. That Senator had said he was wil- 


ling to adjourn, because he did not expect we should do any 


ores by remaining here, and that we should meet under more 


avorableauspices at the next session. Mr. C. said, however 
hitle prospect there might be of doing good by remaining in 


session, judging from indications thus far, there would be abun- 
dant time, as he had shown, for the transaction of all the neces- 
sary business, if the two Ilouses would do their duty; nor 
did he expect Congress would meet under very different 
auspices at the nextseasion, than those of the last ten or twelve. 


He anticipated no change in the Administration; and expe- 
rience had satisfied him that defeat did not change the character 
ofthe Opposition. Me said he had been accustomed to hear 
these sanguine expressions of confidence in the future on former 
oceasions, and they did not alarm him. Abcut the same period 
in 1832, it was confidently predicted that we should have a 
change of rulers at the then succeeding session; yet General 
Jackson was re-elected by a most triumphant majority. Again 
in 1836 we were to be certainly defeated, and a Whig President 
was to come into power; Congress was to meet under new and 
better auspices; but the month of November put an end to all 
these fond anticipations, and the present Chief Magistrate was 
triumphantly elected. so, said Mr. ©, will it be again in next 
November—he had too much confidence in the intelligence and 
and patriotism of the people to believe, for a moment, that any 
thing but another defeat awaited the Opposition, whatever con- 
fidence they might profess. 

But, said Mr. C. we shall have the same opposition to en- 
counter then? as now. Large as was the majority by which 
General Jackson was elected in 1823, he encountered the most 
determined opposition at the commencement, and throughout 
his first term. Though re-elected by a greatly increased majo- 
rity, the opposition to his Administration continued with una- 
bated violence, from the beginning to the end of his seeond term. 
And, Mr. C. said, it would be recollected by all, that the present 
Chief Magistrate was met by his enemies at the extra session— 
the first after his election—and they had pursued him with un- 
tiring perseverance and the most bitter denunciations ever 
since. And so, Mr. C. said, it would ever continue, while those 
who were out were desirous to getin. 

Mr. ALLEN then renewed his motion tolay the resolution on 
the table, which was negatived—ayes 19, nays 23, 

Mr. KING said he was as muchin favor of early adjourn- 
ment as any other gentleman could be. He had many personal 
inducements to desire it. When the session was protracted far 
into the summer, the sickly season had commenced in the sec- 
tion of country where he resided, and forbade his return until it 
had terminated, and hence his anxiety for an early ad- 


journment might be inferred; but he thought the state of 


the public business absolutely forbade them to move has- 
tily in a measure of so much importance. It was true 
that, in short sessions, more business was done, in pro- 


Portion to the time, than in long ones; but this was accounted 
for to some extent, by the fact that in the House, the business 
matured during the long session was carried over. Ifa proper 
disposition was evinced in the other House, it might be 
prudent to fix a day; but could we shut eur eyes on the 
condition of business there? and what had been sent to us from 
Under this state of the case, wonld it be 
expedient, or would it be acting discreetly, to fix the day at the 
period named? He would move its postponement until Mon- 
day next, when more time would be had for reflection and 
consultation, and he hoped that gentleman would accede to his 


that branch? 


motion. 


agreed to. 


to be engrossed. 
ABOLITION OF IMPRISONMENT FOR DEBT. 


ed,” wastaken up. 


tion, according tothe uniform decisions of that 


reading at this time. 
third time. 


their legal representatives, was ordered to be engrossed. 


made the order of the day for Tuesday, the LUth inst. 
The Senate then adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVE2. 
Monpay, March 9, 1840. 
After the reading of the journal, 


resolution, as it was 
form, he believed itto be unconstitutional. 


reconsider the yote on its adoption, 


















Mr. LUMPKIN expressing his assent, the motion was 


On motion of Mr. KING, the bill regulating commercial inter- 
course with the port of Cayenne, in the colony of French 
Guiana, and to remit certain duties, was considered, and ordered 


On motion of Mr. NORVELL, the bill supplementary to the 
“act to abolish imprisonment for debt in certain cases,’”’ provid- 
ing that such act shall be so construed as to abolish imprison. 
ment for debt, or process issuing out of any court of the United 
States, in all cases whatever, where, by the laws of any State, 
imprisonment for debt has been, or shall hereafter be, abolish- 


Mr. NORVELL said that the act to which this bill was a 
supplement, had abolished imprisonment for debt, or process 
issuing out of the federal courts, only in those States where, at 
the paseage of the law in February, 1839, their laws had abo- 
lished it. Such wasthe construction put upon it by at least 
one of the courts; anda letter from a judge of the Supreme 
Court, received by him, stated that to be the —— construc- 

igh tribunal 
in similar cases. He hoped, therefore, the bill would be per- 
mitted to pass, by the indulgence of the Senate, to a third 


The bill was accordingly ordered to be engrossed and read a 
The bill for the relief of the heirs of Madame De Lusser, and 


On motion by Mr. WRIGHT, the bill more effectually to se- 
cure public money in the hands of efficers and agents of the Go- 
vernment, and to punish public defaulters, was taken up, and 


Mr. ADAMS said he did not discover, from the reading of 
the record, that the motion he had made to reconsider the reso- 
lution offered by the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. Bett] 
to suspend the operation of the treaty with the Winnebago In- 
dians, had been entered. His object wasto make the alteration 
in the resolution which the gentleman from Tennessee had indi- 
cated he wished to make. The resolution, in its preeent form 
directs the Secretary of War to do that which the House ha 
no power to direct him to. He would have no objection to the 
tobe amended; but in its present 
Inasmuch as his 
motion was not entered onthe journal, he would now move to 


d 
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The question was then taken on the motion to reconsider, and 
it was agreed tu. 
The resolution as originally adopted was read, for which see 

the proceedings of Saturday. . 
| The reseludon, at the suggestion of Mr. ADAMS, was then so 
amended as to read as follows: 

Resolve’, That i is expedient that all further proceed:ngs in 
the execution of first and second provisions of the 4th article of 
the treaty of the let of November, 1837, with the Winnebago 
Indians, be suspended, and that, in the meantime, the Secretary 
of War communicate to the House the proceedings of the De- 

rtment had upon the subject, since the adjournment of the 
ast Congress, together with all the correspondence and other 
information within his control, relative to the same, not included 
in his communication to the House of Representatives on the 
ist of March last. 

Mr. SMITH of Maine said he would like to hear from the- 
chairman of the Committee on Indian Affairs some reasons 
showing the necessity of the adoption of uhe resolution. 

Mr. BELL was understood to say that the subject of this trea- 
ty was before the commitiee, and under consideration, and that 
it had not been fully examined into. He believed there ought 
to be an inquiry into the whole subject before the treaty is exe- 
cuted, because there were some suspicions of fraud. The com- 
mittee had not yet, as far as the examination has pongremed, 
discovered frauds, but they saw enough to warrant m in 
asserting that (he inquiry should be prosecuted further. 

The question was then taken on the resolution as amended, 
and it was agreed to. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina, chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Elections, asked the consent ef the House to make a 
report from the said commitiee in relation to the New Jersey 
contest, for the purpose of having the same printed. The re- 
port, he said, embraced all the testimony laid before the com- 
mittee, prior to the Sth of March, the time at which the pre- 
vious report on the same subject was made, and was accompa- 
nied by the journal of proceedings of the committee. As it 
contained all the papers, he hoped there would be no objection 
to the reception of the repert. 

Nr. STANLY objected to its reception. 

Mr. CAMPBELL moved a suspension of the rules, to enable 
him to present the report, and on that motion demanded the 
yeas and nays; which were ordered, and were—yeas 95, nays77, 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messers. Adams, Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, 
Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron Y, 
Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burke, Sampson H. Butler, William 
©. Butler. John Campbell, Carr, Carroll, Casey, Chapman, 
Clifford, Coles, Connor, Crabb, Craig, Dana, John Davis, John 
W. Davis, Doan, Doig, Dromgoole, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, 
Ely, Fine, Fisher, Floyd, Galbraith, Gerry, Goggin, Hammond, 
Hand, John Hastings, Hawkins, Hillen, Holleman, Hook, How- 
aid, Jameson, Jozeph Johnson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Joner, 
Kemble, Leet, Leonard, Lewis, Lucas, McClellan, McKay, Mar 
chand, Medill, Miller, Montgomery, Newhard, Parish, Parmen- 
ter, Parris, Petrikin, Pickens, Prentiss, Reynolds, Rives, Robin- 
| son, Edward Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, Albert Smith, 
John Smith, Thomas Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, St 
Sumter, Swearingen, Sweeny, Taylor, Philip F. Thomas, 
Thompson, Triplett, Turney, David D. Wagener, Watterson, 
Weller, Wick, and Henry Williama—%. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alford, Andrews, Barnard, Bell, Bond, Betts, 
Brockway, Calhoun, W. B. Campbell, Carter, Chinn, Chitten- 
den, Clark, J- Cooper, M. A. Cooper, Corwin Curtis, Edwaid 
Davies, Garret Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dillett, Edwards, 
Evans, Everett, Rice Garland, Gentry, Goode, Granger, Grav: », 
Green, Habersham, Hall, Hawes, Heory, Hill of Virginia, Hott. 
man, Hunt, James, Jenifer, Kempshall, King, Marvin, Maser, 
Mitchell, Monroe, Murgan, Calvary Morris, Nisbet, Osborne, 
Pope, Proftit, Randall, Randolph, riden, Rayner, Ridgway, 
Russel], Saltonstall, Simonton, Slade, ‘Truman Smith Stanly, 
Storrs, Stuart, Tahaferro, Waddy Thom eon, Tillinghast, T.- 
land, Trumbull, Underwood, Peter J. agner, John White, 
Lewis Williams, —_ L. Williams, Christopher H. Wil- 
liams, and Sherrod Williams—77. 

So the rules were net suspended, 

This being the day, under the rule, for the presentation of re- 
solutions, the SPEAKER Called the States for that purpose, com- 
mencing with the State of Kentucky. Resolutions were then 
presented, which will ve round below. 

Mr. GRAVES asked the consent of the House to take up the 
resolution offered by him on the 20th rere (and pub- 
lished in the Globe on the 21st,) in relation to E. W. Robinson, 
proposing an inquiry as to the manner of his resignation, &c. 
Mr. G. wished to modify his resolution by the insertion of the 
word “January” in its proper place. 

Mr. ADAMS wiehed the gentleman weuld further modify his 
resolution by striking out the word “corrupt;”’ it shocked his 
modesty. 

Objection was here made by several to the consideration of 
the resolution. 

Mr. GRAVES was proceeding to reply to Mr. Apams ty 
| stating that he had no particular desire that the word “cerrupt” 
should be retained, but 

Mr. G. was here called to order from all parts of the Heuse. 

The SPEAKER said the consideration of the resolution was 
objected to, andit was not in order for the gentleman from 
Kentucky to debate it. 

Mr. G. was again proceeding to reply to Mr. Apams, but was 
called to order by several. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Kentucky is out of 
order, and will be pleased to take his seat. 

Mr. GRAVES. The blackguards who called meto erder 
were themselves out of order. He then took his seat. 

Mr. COOPER of Georgia made an effort to call up a resolu- 
tion previously offered by him, calling upon the Secretary of 
War for his opinion and for facts in relation te the claims of 
John C. Watson’ of Georgia. It was now before the com- 
mittee for investigation, and it was important to the claim that 
the resolution should be adopted. 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS objected. The committee which had 
charge of the subject could call on the De t and obtain 

all the information necessary. It was not usual to call fer oj - 
nions from the Departments in relation to claims, but for factr, 

Mr. RUSSELL presented joint resolutions of the Legis: - 
ture of New York, in relation tothe Sub-Treasury bill; which 
were laid over undet the rule. ; 

Mr. SR AnGES. ore nonce of his aeote nvenee o 
cede eraae the rule adopted this , in re a 
to the subject of Abolition petitions. ; , 
Mr, CURTIS, in accordance with notice heretofore given, ar. 
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on leave, introduced a bill supplementary to the actto abolish 
imprisonment for debt in certain cases, passed February, 1831; 
which was read twice, and referred to the Commitee of the 
Whole House, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HAND, in accordance with notice heretofore given, and 
on leave. introduced A bill for the establishment of a uniform 
rule of naturalization, and to repeal all acts heretofore passed 
on that subject; which was read twice, when 

Mr. HAND moved thai the bill be referred to the Committee 
ofthe Whole on the state of the Union, and be printed. 

Mr. HUNT objected to this reference, agd moved that it be 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Bome conversation took place between Messrs. HUNT and 
HAND, as tothe appropriate reference, but berore the ques‘ion 
was taken, and in consequence of debate arising, the subject 
was jaid over under the rule, i 

Mr. EVERETT, by universal consent, presented several peti- 
tions, Which were appropriately referred 

Mr. SMITH of Vermont, in accordance with notice heretofore 
given, asked leave to introduce a bill to rej eal eo much of the 
21 section of the act of 1823 to alter and amend acts imposing 
duties on imports, so far as relates te the duty on salt. 

Mr. STUART demanded the yeas and nays on the question 
to grant leave, but before they were ordered, 

r. EVANS intimated his wish to debate the question; and 
it was laid over Gnder the rule 

Mr. ADAMS submitted the following resolution 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to report to 
this House the natural, political, and martial history of the 
bloodhounds, shewing the peculiar fitness of that class of war 
riore to be the associates of the gallant army of the United 
States, epecifying the nice discrimination of his scent between 
the blood of the freeman and the blood of the slave-—between 
the blood of the armed warrior and thatof women or children 

-between the blood of the black, white, and colored men—be- 
tween the bluod of savage Beminoles and that of the Anglo 
Saxon pious Christian Also, a statement of the number of 
bloodhounds and of their conductors, imported by this Govern- 
ment, or by the authorities of Florida, from the Island of Cuba, 
and the cost of that impertation Also, whether a further im- 
portation of the same hervic race into the State of Maine, to 
awalt the contingency of a contested Northeas‘ern boundary 
question, is coute mplated, or only to set an example to be fol- 
lowed by our possible adversary in the event of a conflict 
Whether measures have been taken to secure exclusively to 
ourselves the employment of this auxiliary force, and whether 
he deems it expedient to extend to the said bloodhounds and 
their posterity the benefits of the pension laws, 

Mr. BOYD demanied the yeas and nays on the passage of 
the resolution; which were ordered, 

Mr. ADAMS said, inasmuch as the yeas and nays were or- 
dered, he would wich to explain before the question was taken. 

The resolution, in consequence, was laid over under the 
rule . 

Mr. CUSHING gave notice of his intention to ask leave to 
introduce a bill imposing a duty on all silks, and for an increas- 
ed duty on wines. 

Mr. LOWELL, in accordance with notice heretofore given, 
and on jeave, introduced a bill for the relief of Robert Ramsay; 
which was read twice, and committed to the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs. 

Mr. RIVES submitted the following, which lies over: 

Whereas, by the Constitution ofthe United States, itis pro 
vided “that the House of Representatives shal! be composed of 
members chosen every second year by the people of the several 
S:ates;’’ and, whereas, by the laws of New Jersey, it is made 
the duty of ‘the Governor, or person administering the Govern- 
mentand Privy Council of that State, to determine the six per- 
suns who have the greatest number of votes from the whole 
Btate for Representativess mm Congress of the United States; 
which six persons the Governor, or person almin'stering Uie 
Government. shall forthwith commission, under the great seal 
of the State, to represent that State in the House of Represen- 
tatives of the Congress of the United States; and whereas it 
has been charged that the Governor of New Jersey did, in vio- 
lation of the Constitution of the United States, the lawe of his 
own State, and one of the most important political rights of 
the people over whom he was presiding, commatession five per 
sons to represent said people, when he Anew thattive other 
persons had received a majority of the whole number of votes 
cast in the last election of members of Congress, and thereby 
rendering it necessary for the House of Representative to 
“judge of the elections, returns, and qualifications” of the per- 
eons thus returned as Representatives aforesail; and whereas 
on an examinatien of the evidence to sustain tha charges 
aloresaid, it appears that the Governor aforesaid did, in 


direct violation of the Constitution of the United Siates, 
and the laws of his own Siate, arrogate to himself the 
right to commission persons as members of Congress 


who were not “chosen by the people,” and imperiously says, 


“whether my decision in granting the certificates was right or 
wrong, Congress, at all events, is bound to receive the cieden 
tials thus furnished, as the mandate of the State,” although the 
same was foun ‘ed in fraud, and designed to effect an organiza- 
tion of this House opposed to the popular will. And whereas, 
by the Sakata eek unprecedented” act of the aforesail Go 
vernor, the people of New Jersey have been deprived of their 
right io representation on this floor—‘“a right inestimable to 
them, and hateful to tyrants only.” And whereas the election 
of members to represent the State of New Jersey in the House of 
Representativesef the United States belongs to the people of 
that State, and it is the duty of this House to pretect them in 
their legitimate and constitutional rights ia that particular 
against invasion and usurpation, from whatever quarter it may 
come. And whereas this House alone has power to remove the 
grievance complained of, and the norning hour alletted to the 
“consideration of that business being insufficientto complete the 
same as speedily as is desirable ; 

Resolved, That the report of the Committee of Elections, 
relating to the same, be made the special order of the day for 
to-morrow, ut the hour of twelve o’elock, and to continue the 
special order of the day on every subsequent day, at the hour 
aforesaid, until the said report shall be disposed of, 

Mr. R. GARLAND said he hada few wecks ago submitted a 
resolution in relation to suppesed frauds practised on the Caddo 
Indians. He moved that the House take up and consider the 


same. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON objected. 

Mr. R. GARLAND moved a suspension of the rules for the 
purpese, and on that motion demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 70, nays 69, 
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So the rules were not suspended. 
Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi, in accordance with notice 
heretofore given, and on Jeave, introduced a bill to regulate the 
fees of the clerks, marshals,and attorneys, in the northera and 
southern districts of Mississipp1; which was read twice, and 
committed to he Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. DOTY gave notice of his intention to ask leave to intro- 
duce bills of the following tides, viz: 

A bill concerning the Southern boundary of Wisconsin; 

A bill to provide for the construction of harbors in Wiscon- 
sin; and 

A bill to continue the duty on Icad imported into the United 
States, 

Mr. CHAPMAN of Iowa gave notice of his intention to ask 
leave to introduce a billto authorize the Piesident to cause 
certain mineral lands to be suld, and for other purposes. 

Mr. G. DAVIS gave notice that he would, at a proper time, 
ask Jeave to bringin a bili to vest the appointment of the United 
Suites district attornies and marshals in the courts thereof; and 
providing the amount of salary and emoluments of district at- 
torneys shall, in no case, exceed three thousand dollars. 

Mr. EVERETT, from the Committee on Foreign Affairs, by 
permission, made an adverse report on the claim of John M. 
Baker; which was ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 

On motion of Mr. BANKS, 
The House then adjourned. 





RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr. POPE submitted the following: 

Resoived, Vhatitis necessary and proper to estab'ish a Na- 
tional Bank, witha capital of seventy millions of dollars, to aid 
the fiscal operations of the Government, revive the foreign and 
domestic trade and business of the country, restore public and 
private confidence and credit, put ioto active and brisk circula- 
tion the moneyed capital of the nation, and thereby invigorate 
all branches of business and industry, give employment to the 
laboring classes at fair wages in good money, relieve the peo- 
ple from the heavy burden of taxes now imposed on them by 
the present deranged condition of the exchanges and bank pa- 
per, reform the existing disorders in the currency, and secure 
to the nation a stable and uniform standard of value, by ex- 
cluding a spurious and ruinons paper currency from circula- 
tion, and to prepare in part the pecuniary means of war; ten 
millions of the capital to be reserved for the United States; 
at least one halfofthe residue of the capital to be allotted to the 
States, and divided among them according to their representa- 
tion in Congress, and the residue of the stock to be subscribed 
by American citizens and corporations, under proper rules and 
restrictions, who shall pay into the Treasury of the United 
States a preminm of —— dollars on every hundred shares of 
stock subscribed; one or more branchesto beestablished in each 
State now existing, or which may heteafter be admitted in- 
to the Union; the interests on loans by the bank not to ex- 
ceed six per cent. for the first five years, and after the expira- 
tion of five years, the said bank is not to take more than five per 
cent.; no note to be issed by the bank of a less denomination 
than five dollars; after five years the bank shall not issue any 
note of a less denomination than ten dollars, and after the ex- 
piration of ten years the bank not toissue any note of a less 
denomination than twenty dollars. No foreigner shall be a 
director or vote for a director in said bank. Each State in 
which a branch shall be located shall have the appointment of 
one director in such branch, besides its due participation in the 
general elec:ion of directors. The deposiies of the public mo- 
ney to be made in the said hank, to be disbursed as may be re- 
quired and provided for. The bank, on reasonoble notice, to 
lend to the Government any sum not exceeding ten millions 
without the consent ot both parties. The bank never to sus- 
pend specie payments without the consent of Congress, and 
never to have notes in circulation exceeding twice the amount 
of Specie in its vaults, 

Resolred, That to aid the public credit and finances of the 
several States, and the better to enable them to take the propor- 
tion of bank stock allotted them in the first resolution, the pro- 
ceeds of the public lands, to be received after the first day of 
January next, ought tobe distributed among them according to 
the representation of each in Congress after the next appor- 
tionment of representation; one-half of the Jand fund paid 
to each Siate to bo vested and pledged for the support of 
common schools, and the other half for internal improve- 
ments and such other purposes as the States respectively may 
airect, 

Mr. STANLY moved to lay it on the table. 

Mr. EVERETT made the question of consideration, and 
inder that motion the resolution, according to a rule of the 
louse, lies over. 

Mr. HAND offered the following, which lies over: 

Resolved, That 5,000 copies of document No 118, of the se- 
cond session of the Twenty-sixth Congress, be reprinted for the 
use of the members of this House, including all the pension laws 
that shall be passed this session. 

On motion of Mr. FLOYD, 

Resolced, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of granting pen- 
sions to Wilmot Marsden and Lois Smith, widows of Revolu- 
thonary soldiers, 

On motion of Mr. BREWSTER, 

Reso'red, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill allowing a 
drawback upon the exportation of four manufactured from fo- 
reign wheat, 

On motion of Mr. JONES of New York, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to Inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ingamail route from Ramapo, m the county of Rockland, 
Stare of New York, to New York city, in said county. 

On motion of Mr. PRENTISS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the extent to which the 
tranking privilege isexercised by the Clerk of tis House, at the 
request of members, in reference to political newspapers, and 
how such exercise of the franking privilege affects the revenue 
of the Post Office Department. 

On motion of Mr. KEMBLE of New York, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be directed to inquire into the expediency of esta- 
blishing a post roule from Peekskill, in the county ef Westches- 
ter, and State ef New York, through the town of Putnam Val- 
ley, ia Putnam county, of the same Siate. 

Or motion of Mr. GREEN of Kenwucky, 


Resvived, That the Commistes on the Post Office and Post 






















Roads be instructed to inquire into the expedienc 
ing a post route from Cluverport, Kentucky 
in said State. a 

On motion of Mr. BOYD, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post 
Roads examine and report upon the accounts 
Jenkins, late postmaster at Clinton, Kentucky 
Post Office Deparunent. : 

On motion of Mr. ANDREWS, 

Resolved, That the Commiteee on the Post Ofic 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the propriety of establiens 
a post road from Portsmouth, Ohio, to Springville i Ke “ishing 
so as to connect the Ohio mails from Maysville, Kentuse 
Big Sandy, Kentucky. y mentucky, tg 

Mr. UNDERWOOD submitted the following, which 
over: £; Which tie, 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Represey, 
the United States of America in Congress assem)jp : 
any and all joint resolutions prescribing the manner i . ree 
the printing of Congress shall be executed, fixing - which 
thereof, and providing for the appointment of a printer or 
ers, shall be, and the same are ae. rescinded; ang oon” 
forth the Senate and House of Represeitatives shai yesy, — 
ly provide for executing such printing as each House — _ 
quire, by letting contracts to the lowest bidder, or in such 2 oe 
uer as the Senate and House shall respectively think fu 

On motion of Mr. G. DAVIS of Kentucky, , 

Resolved, That the papers of the heirs of George 
deceased, in relation to a pension, be referred to the € 
on Revolutionary Pensions, with directions to rej 
otherwise. 

On motion of Mr. JOHN WHITE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Offic 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
ing a post routefrom Hazel Green, in the county 
State of Kentucky, passing by the court-house oj 
of Breathitt, Manchester, Clay county, Kentucky. 

On motion of Mr. W. O. BUTLER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the propriety of granting a ren 
sion to Catharine Shannon, widow of Robert Shannon, a soldier 
of the Revolution; also, to Diana Meore, widow of Willian 
Mooie, a soldier of the Revelution; also, to Isabella Guljay 
widow Jeremiah Gulian,a soldier of the Revolution; also, 
Frances Green, widow of Robert Green, a Lieutenant of the 
Virginia line of the Revolution; also, the propriety of increas 
ing the pension of William Merriweather, a Shesana of the 
Illinois regiment, who is now recovering pay as asergeay 
only; and that the acompanying papers, and those en file ig 
the Pension office, in support of said claims, repectively, be 
referred to said committee. : 

Mr. ALFORD submitted the following, which, catsing de. 
bate, lies over, under the rule: ; 

Resolved, That under an able and faithful administration of 
the Treasury Departmentof the General Goverement, itis com. 
petent to the falfilment of the intention and design of the peo. 
ple of the United States, in the establishment of said Depari. 
ment, without the necessity of depending upon banks as places 
of deposite for the funds of the Governnient, or any other place 
or places of deposite, either of boxes or banks, or house or of- 
fice, of any kind whatsoever, not now existing by law, 

And be it further resolved, That it wiil be inex; edient a 
this time, or at any other time, to increase the patronage of 
the President of the United States, by establishing, by law, of 
fices, in difierent parts of the country, to be filled by partisans, 
uncer the pretence that they are necessary to the better regula. 
tion of the monetary affairs of the Republic. : 

Resolved, That the Sub-Tseasury system recommended by 
the Federal Administration of the Genera! Governmeiit is ealeu 
lated to increase the patronage of thh President, and w increase 
the distress of pecuniary embarrassment now suflered by the 
American peopie tq a most rninous extent. 

On motion of Mr. MONTGOMERY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands, to whom 
was reierred a bill to authorize the State of Tennessee to per- 
fect titles to the waste lands within the territory, inquire into, 
and report with said bill to this House, the provistons ef the v 
rious acts of the States of North Carolina and Tennessee as (0 
the claims of individuals in and to said Jands. 

Ou motion of Mr. DEBERRY, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be instructed to in: 

uire into the expediency of allowing to Alexander H. Sau 
ders, late a soldier of the army of the United States, sucli ba 
lance of pay as may appear to be justly due him from the evi 
dence produced. 

On motion ef Mr. COLES, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Militia be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of repealing so much of the act 
of 1808 as makes an annual appropration of two hundred (how 
sand dollars for arming and equipping the militia of the United 
States. 

On motion of Mr. SAMUELS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a post ronte from Luney’s Creek post office, in Hany 
county, Virginia, by way 0 the valley of the North Fork, @ 
Crab Bottoiw posi vilice, in Pendleton couuty, Virginia. 

On motion of Mr. J GARLAND, ‘ 

Resolved, That the Committee of Elections be instructet © 
inquire into the expediency of providing some moie by whieh 
to examine and test the authenticity ofthe returns and (estime 
nials of the members ot this House, before entering upon the 
discharge of their legislative duties; and that they report by bil 
or otherwise, 

On motion of Mr. BANKS, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to com 
municate to this House such information as"may be in his{posses- 
sion in relation to claims now pending before Congress, or which 
may be probably presented for damages sustained b indivi 
duals, growing out of the Florida war; and also all the infor 
mation in his possession of the unsatisfied claims for provision 
furnished the army, and for forage; and also to state if the = 
isting lows do not provide an adequate remedy; and if 80. ote 
the claims thus depending have not been adjusted and paid by 
the proper aecounting officers of the Government. 

On motion of Mr. STEENROD, m 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 204 : 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of estaldve 
ing the following post routes, viz: Frem Brandonville, 10 ile, 
ton county, Virginia, via Morgantown, Granville, Jackson"! s 
Blacksville, in la county, to the city of Wheeliné: 
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from Elizabethtown, in the county of Marshal, 

































—= FH ohio ovine sia, via Noble Fork, to Mtddieburn, in the county 
bli, o. from Middleburn, in the county of Tyler, to the North- 
ieee, of Tyler, imnpike, at Mr. Hoskins’s; from Evansville, in Pres- 

weeny Virginia, to Morgantown, in the ceunty of Monon- 

hela, Virginia. 4 
Pig ee ion of Mr. HOPKINS, | wg 
mR Resolved, That aselect committee be appointed to inquire 
enera! Y -anort 0 this House whether any of its officers, and, if any, 

- " engaged, or inany wise concerned as agents for tie 
| who sation ot private claims against the Government; and 
+ Pog prem hether any, and ifany, what malpractices exist in the 
isting ne of the subordinate offices of the Ilowse, and wheth- 
wet, “ remay not be a reduction in the number of persons em- 
‘yo me a therein, without prejudice to the business of the House 

a ptatives. 

1 lin HE eerSGon of Mr. D. D. WAGENER, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to com- 
res of nicate to this House his plan, in detail, for the reorganiza- 
Thar ~ of the militia of the United States. 
which HM Oa motion of Mr. HENRY, 
prices Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Pos 
print- be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establisht 
ence- iog a mail route fiom the town of Mercer county, Pennsylva- 
Clive via by the Way of Greenfield, to the village of Middlese x in, 
Ay Tre. gid county, a distance of about sixteen miles. 

Man On motion of Mc. HAMMOND, ‘ 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands be in- 
' eructed to Inquire Into the expediency of allowing Charles 
‘Arsel, Holmes, who enlisted in the army in January, 1811, and served 
Mitte throughout the war, a tract of bounty land. 

Dall or 0p motion of Mr. HOOK, - , ’ 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be di- 
, rected 0 inquire into the expediency of making an appropria- 
id Post ion for the erection of guard fences on the Cumberland road 
ablish. ast of the Ohio river, and of refunding to the commissioners 
organ, of Maryland, Peansylvania, and Virginia, the sums advanced 
County by them, out of the tolls received, for the completion ef the toll- 

house and wollgates on said road, and that House document No. 

134, second session of Twenty. fifth Congress, be referred to said 
TSOg omamittee. : . 

a pen Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
soldier »2 directed to inquire into the expediency of granting a pension 
eae John Hooner, a Revolutionary soldier. 
aulian, 0a motion of Mr. JENIFER, . 
80, to Resolved, That the President be requested to communicate 
Of the this House, such correspondence as may have been had upon 
ncreas hesudject of the tobacco trade between the United States and 
of the reign countries, together with such other information as ma 
Teeant on file inthe Department in relation to the same, whic 
fie in say not be improper to communicate; also, to inform this 
‘ly, be juse whether any, and what medifications have been made in 
ve high duties and restrictions upon the staple of tobacco in 
ng de. reign countries siace the adeption of the resolution of the 
aael ouse of Representatives on that subject, of 28th February, 
ut J 7. 
is com- On motion of Mr. PETRIKIN, 
he pee. Resolved, That the Commitiee on Revolutionary Claims be 
Depa. structed to inquire into the expediency of granting to the suf- 
places vers at Wyoming valley, Pennsylvania, during the Revolu- 
T piace oary war, and their heirs, an indemnity in land to compensate 
habs hem for their losses at that time and during said Revolutiona- 
war. 
‘ent a TM On motion of Mr. RAMSEY, 
sage of Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
AW, OF be iustructed to inquire into the expediency of granting An- 
aaa drew Loskey a pension for Revolutionary services. 
rege Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
as oads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of esta- 
—s lishing a post road between Newport and Juniata, in the 
— punty of Perry, State of Pennsylvania. 
t = On motion of Mr. LEET, 
7 me Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
oads be instructed to inquire into the expediéncy of establish- 
ated ga direct post route from Steubenville, in Obio, via Elders- 
a ie, Cross Creek Village, to nen, Pennsylvania. 
ts no Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
ee oads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
eo anew cfoss mail route from Cannonsburg, in Washington 
reas 6 ouaty, Pennsylvania, via Thompsonville, Bowerhill, Fin- 
yville, and Muntown, to the Washington and Bedford turn- 
isle ike road at McCullogh’s Store. 
\ Sous Resolved, That the Committee on the! Post Office and Post 
—- + ads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
he a canew mail route from Pittsburg, in Pennsylvania, to Mor- 
ntown, in Virginia. 
~ SIMONTON submitted the following, which, under the 
ie, lies over: 
ee Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instruct- 
aaa. H ‘9 inquire into the expediency of so amending the act enti 
United “ “an actto provide for the better security of the lives of 
' sengers on board of vessels propelled, in whole or in part, 
y steam,” approved July 7, 1838, as that iron wire ropes or 
vd Post pain shall be employed and used in the navigation ofall steam 
tablish. pais and steam vessels, instead of wheel or tiller ropes, as 
Hardy . those navigating rivers as lakes and seas. 
Fock, imouonof Mr. D. D. WAGENER, | 
’ ‘soloed, That so much of the President’s message as re- 
*s 1o the reorganization of the militia, be referred to the Com- 
reted 10 ~ on the Militia. 
» which . motion of Mr. BREWSTER, ? g 
ior ‘eeolved, That the Committee’ on |Revolutionary Pensions 
pon the instructed to inquire into the propriety of ajlowing a pen- 
1 by bill ee praslope Piunket, on account of Revolutionary services 
~~ by her former husband, Joseph Davis. 
motion of Mr, J. SMITH, 
to com en That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
eposset “ _t0 inquire into the expediency of reviving and con- 
ow which Pha the provisions of the second section of an act 
r indivi outa reh3, 1817, entitled “ An act to continue in force an 
,e infor a an act further to provide for the collection of duties 
ovisions = . — tonnage, passed the 3d day of March, 1815, and 
boyd = >" Motion of Mr. CARR, ; 
paid by Mibais ved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
vd - instructed to inquire into ae expediency of esta- 
mail route, commencing at Canton, in Washington 
od Pot Bie, tyre thence to Sage’s Ferry, on the Muscacalac, and 
stablist- Ree, kford, in Jackson county, Indiana. 
io Pree ibe. ropa That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
son ville, instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
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ing amail route, commencing at Paris, Jennings county, In- 
diana, thence to the Slate Ford, in Jackson county, thence via 
Little York, New Philadelphia, Canton, to Salem, in Washing- 
ton county, Indiana. 
_ Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be intructed to 
inquire into the expediency of amending the act entitled “An 
act to provide for the payment of horses and other property lost 
or destroyed in the service of the United States, approved Ja- 
nuary 15, 1827,’ so as to provide for the payment for horses and 
other property of the Rangers during the late war and since, 
raised by acts of Congress, lost while in the service of the United 
Siates, in cases where the loss sustained was not by any fault or 
negligence on the part of the owner. 

on submitung,the foregoing resolution, Mr. Carr remarked 
that, when the law of Cougress passed in the year 1837, pro. 
viding for the payment of horses and other property lost or de- 
stroyed in the service of the United States, that it was Uiought 
the law was broad enough to embrace the claims of the class 
named in his resolution, and in accordance to that under- 
standing of the law many of the claimants forwarded their re- 
spective claims for horses, &c. lost whilst in the service of their 
country, to the proper officer of the War Department for adjust- 
ment, which officer was of opinion, and so decided, that the act 
of January 18, 1837, did not authorize him io pay the claims of 
the description named im the resolution. Mr. C. remarked that 
there was merit in the claims he proposed to provide for, and 
hoped there would be no objection made to them. His object 
was to make the law more clear and explicitin regard to the ad- 
justment of those claims. There being no objeciion, his reso- 
lution was adopted. 

Mr. WELLER submitted the following, which, under the 
rule, lies over: 

Resolved, That the Committee for the District of Columbia 
be instructed to bring ina bill to prohibit the establishment of 
Jottery offices and the vending of lottery tickets in said Dis- 
trict. 

On motion of Mr. JOHN DAVIS of Pennsylvania, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of so amending the 
pensions Jaws of the United States, asto include the widows 
and all officers and soldiers who have been killed, or who have 
died, or been disabled in theservice of the United States in the 
Jate war with Great Britain. 

On motion of Mr. BARNARD, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to report 
to this Honse the surveys and estimates of expense made by 
Captain Cram, or otherwise made under the orders of the En- 
gineer or Topographical Bureau, for the construction of a har- 
bor at Racine, in the Territory of Wisconsin, and for the con- 
struction of any other hariorvr harbors on the western shore 
of Lake Michigan. 

On motion of Mr. CHITTENDEN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of esta 
blishing a new post road from Carthage, through Great Bend, 
Le Royaville, Evans’s Millis, Shartyviile, and Lafargeville, to 
Clayton, in the county of Jefferson, and State of New York, 

Mr. MONROE oflered the following; which, under the rule, 
lies over: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the District for Columbia, 
be instructed to inquire into the propriety of reporting a bill 
to cause the Pennsylvania avenue to be lighted; and, also, to 
cause it to be watered during all or part ef the spring or sum- 
mer. 

On motion of Mr. GATES, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of increasing the 
pension of Mrs, Lydia Hoard; also of Jacob Jackson of New 
York. 

On motion of Mr. HOFFMAN, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be directed to 
communicate to this House copies of the correspondence on 
file in his office, "between Admiral Baudin of the French Na- 
vy, and Commedore W. B. Shubrick of the United States Na- 
vy, Pensacola, during the months of June and July last. 

On motion of Mr. CURTIS. 

Resolved, Thatthe Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of providing, by law, for the use 
of Greenough’s chemical oil in the light-houses of the United 
States. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of gianting a pen- 
sion toMary Knapp, for the Revolutionary services of her hus- 
band, now deceased. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of granting to S. and F. Dorr 
and Company, a return of duties alleged to have been illegally 
exacted by the late collector of New York, and paid by them 
upon the entry of sundry importations on silk twist. 

On motion of Mr. RUSSELL, 

Resolved, That the Commitiee on the Post Offices and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of author- 
izing, bv law, the superintendent of common schools, or prin- 
cipal officer in any State having charge of its common schools, 
to transmit and receive by mail, free of postage, all official 
communications relating to the subject of primary education. 

On motion of Mr. MITCHELL, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of fixing an earlier day for the 
meeting of the next session of the present Congress than that 
now provided by law. 

On motion of Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of adding Memphis (Tennessee) 
as an additional point for erecting a Marine Hospital to the 
number already selected by the Board of Commissioners ap- 
pointed by Congress to locate hospitals upon the Western 
waters. 

Mr. MILLER offered the following resolutions, which lie 
over under the rule: 

Whereas the obstruction or raft that has been formed by the 
deposite of floating timber, in the St. Francis river, in its course 
through the southeastern section of the State of Missouri, and 
the northeastern of thatof the State of Arkansas, causes the 
aonual overflow or inundation, by that river, of more, it is be- 
lieved, than one million of acres of the most fertile and desira- 
ble lands in the West, if reclaimed; which lands are entirely 
owned by the Genera! Government, but from those inundations 
the respective portions of the two States above mentioned are, 
tw agreat extent, rendered uninhabitable, and the healthiaess of 
the country is greatly impairedthereby. Therefore, 
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Resolved, That the Secretary of War be authorized, and he 
is hereby imstructed, to canse an examination to be made, by a 
competent officer of the Engineer Department, in the course 
of the ensuing summer, and that he report to the next session of 
the Twenty sixth Cougress whether it be practieable to remove 
said raft or obstructions; and if, in his opinion, practicable, that 
he furnish alse an estimate of the sum which it would proba- 
bly require to effect such removal. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Canals be 
required to continue and report upon the expediency of making 
an adequate appropriation to enable the Secretary of War to 
carry the provisions of the foregoing resolution into effect. 

Mr. DOTY offered the following, which lies over: 

Resolved, That the Secretary ot War be directed to commu- 
nicate to this House what measures have been adopted for the 
defence of the Northern frontier of the United States,'on the Lake 
border and along the boundary between the United States, and 
the Indian tribes east of the Mississippi; whether many Indians 
are not removing fromthe American to the British territory; and 
new military works being constructed and garrisoned with 
regular and militia troops by the English Government on that 
frontier, and the numbers of each; what are the defences aud 
force which the Uhited States have oppesed thereto, and where 
situated; and whether any further appropriations er provisions 
by law are required to be made by the erection of posts, the 
construction of steam frigates, the opening of military roads, 
or the formation of military settlements for the more effectual 


protection of the American territory against British or ladian 
invasion, 


On mouon of Mr. DOTY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of carrying into effect 
the resolution of Congress of the 3d of March, 1805, by whieh 
the President was requested to cause a sword to be presented 
to each of the commissioned officers and midshipmen, who 
distinguished themselves m the several attacks on the town 
batteries, and naval force of Tripoli, in the year 1804. 

On motionof Mr. CHAPMAN of Alabama, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be instructed to inform 
this House what progress has been made in the setdement ot 
the claims for horses lost during the late hostilities with the 
Creek and Seminole Indians m1 Alabama and Florida, by the 
Alabama volunteers, pariicularly those under the command 
of Colonel Caulfield, filed in i837, and those under the com- 
mand of Colonel Snodgrass. filed in 1838; also to inform this 
ow what has caused the delay in the settlement of said 
ciaims, 

On motion of Mr. R. GARLAND, 

Resotved, ‘That the Secretary of War be directed to commu- 
nicate to this House the, reasons why a military post has not 
beer established on or near the western boundary of the State 
of Louisiana, between the Sabine and Red rivers; and also all 
document, papers, and information in the Department in rela- 
tien to the establishment of such post. 

Mr. CUSHING submitted the following, which, under the 
rule, lies over: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested (if, in his opinion, compatible with the public interest) 
to cammunicate to the House any information in possession of 
the Government, respecting the assemblage of Indians on the 
Northwestern frontier, and especially as to the interference of 
the officers or agents of any foreign power with the Indians of 
the United States in the vicinity of the Great Lakes. 

On motion of Mr. DAWSON, 

Resolved, Thatthe Secretary of War be requested, as soon 
as he can conveniently,to lay betore this House the claims of the 
Siaie of Georgia against the Unjted States, for payments made 
fir miliilary services rendered by the militia and volunteers of 
that State, during the Seminole, Cherokee, and Creek cam- 
paigns, during the years 1835, &c. and which said claims were 
presented for payment to the Secretary of War, by Iverson L. 
Harris, esq. during the year 1838; and that the Secretary accom- 
pany said claims with such views as he may deem due to the 
State, with the reason why said claims could not be paid, under 
existing laws. 

On motion of Mr. LINCOLN, 

Resolved, Thatthe Postmaster General be directed to in- 
fourm this House on what terms, and especially at what rent, 
the building now occupied for the accommodation of the city 
post office is hired by the Government; whether the same, or 
any part thereof, is, in any degree, fire-proof; or whether the 
building is not peculiarly exposed to the hazard of fire, from ts 
proximity to structures of wood and large masses of combusti- 
ble matter; what was the rent paid ior the building from 
which the city post office was recently removed, and what the 
causes for such removal; and that he further state whether the 
plan upon which the building for the Gereral Post Office is 
now being constructed, will admit of the convenient accommo- 
dation of the city post office; or if, when that building shall be 
completed, upon lis present plan, it will continue to be neces- 
sary for the Government to hire, or to construct, a new edifice 
for the safety of the mails while remaining in the office,and the 
convenient transaction of the business in that branch of the 
service. 

Mr. DUNCAN offered the following, which being objected 
to, lies over: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Library be instructed 
to inquire into the propriety andexpediency of purchasing, for 
the use of the General Government, Catlin’s collection of 
Indian curiosities, 

Mr. HABERSHAM submitted the following, which lies 
over: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary do inquire 
into the necessity or expediency of so arnending the Constitution 
of the United States, as that the same shall define and prescribe 
the evidence upon which persons claiming to be members of the 
House of Representatives of the U sited States, shall take their 
seats in the House, and be entitled to exercise the privileges of 
members, until after the organization of the House, and an in- 
vestigation and report by the Standing Commitee of Elections, 
on his right or claim to such seat, and a final decision of the 
House on such report. 

On motion of Mr. GOGGIN, ‘ 

Resoived, That the Committee on the Public Expenditures 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of reducing the 
contingent expenses of the House of Representatives, and of all 
the Departments of the Government, 

On motion of Mr. LOWELL, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency eens? of ae 
Secretary of the Treasury to p of the county of 
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cock, in the State of Maine, for the use of the United States, 
three-fourth parts of the fire proof building, situate in Castine, 
in said county, and now owned in common by the United States 
and said county. 

Resolved, the Committee on Commerce be instracted 
to inquire into the expediency and propriety of erecting a light 
house at Littie river harbor, inthe town of Cutler, in the State 
of Maine. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be ‘instructed 
to inquire into the expediency aud propriety of establishing a 
port ofentry at Brookeville, in the county of Hancock and State 
of Maine, within the district of Penobscot, and of providing by 
law for the appoiutment of some person as inspector and depu- 
ty collector, with a suitable salary, who shall reside at Buck’s 
harbor, in said Brooksville, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency and propriety of establishing a 
port of omy eae in the county of Washington and 
State of Maine, within the district of Machias, and of provid- 
ing, by law, for the appointment of some persou as inspector 
and deputy collector, with a suitable salary, who shall reside at 
said © fieid. 

Mr. DOWNING, of Florida, submitted the following, which 
lies over: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this House be directed to contract 
with Mr. Stone, who engraved the military map of Florida, 
compiled ander the direction of General Taylor, to furnish 5,000 
additional copies of said map for the use of this House. 

Mr. WADDY THOMPSON submited the following, which 
was objected to, and lies over: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to inform 
this House to what instance in which Congress has refused the 
neceseaty appropriations for the prosecution of the war in Flo- 
rida, he aliudes, in the following passage of his letter to Gover- 
nor call, bearing date the 20th June, 1838; 

“It (the Department) ie still further restricted by the means to 
provide for but a limited force, as it is with the greatest difficul- 
ty that appropriations can be obtained of Congress for even the 
smallest possible force necessary for the execution of its duty 
of protecting the inhabitants of Florida or elsewhere.”’ 

Mr. STANLY submitted the following, which was ob 
jected to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to 
pay to the States the fourth instalment due them under the act 
of July, 1836, whenever there is sufficient money in the Trea- 
eury not otherwise appropriated. 

Me. ATHERTON submitted the following, which was ob- 
jected to, and lies over: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of abolishing the United 
Riates Military Academy at Weat Point. 

Mr. 8. Hf. BUTLER submitted the following, which was ob- 
jected to, and lies over: 

Resolved, That the Secretary ofthe Navy be requested to 
commuuicate to this House his opinion of the expediency of 
the immediate establishment of a dry dock and naval depot at 
Pensacola, Florida, and any iaformation in his possession upon 
the subject, 

Mr. STEWART submitted the following, which, being ob 
jected to, lies over. 

Whereas, by the Sub-Treasury bill, the President and his 
es ropose to receive nothing in payment for public lands 

ut gold and eilver, and whereas, in the State of Illinois and 
other new States, the amount of money paid into the Treasury 
for public lands amounted to the sum of five millions four hun- 
dred and seventeen thousand two hundred and eighty six dollars 
and thirty-one cente, for the year 1839; and whereas, also, it is 
probable that the same amount will be received by the Treasury 
mn —— of public lands for the year 1840; and whereas, 
aleo, the Secretary of the Treasury has omitted to make any 
estimate for any of the public works in the West, and, as we 
have a righ: to infer from this that it is the policy of the Presi- 
dent and his party, that all such works shall be stopped; and 
that, in censequence thereof, the Government will cease to ex- 
= upon these works any part of the moneys collected inthe 

est; and whereas, also, in Consequence of the above recited 
measures of the President and his party, the West will be 
greatly oppressed, its specie drained off, and transported to 
tose parte where the Government is making its expenditures 
and in particular that the settlers on the public lands, who hol 
their lands by the right of pre-emption, will, by the operation of 
the above recited measures, be rendered unable to procure the 
specie, and thus be unable to save their homes—therefore 

Be it resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands be 
directed to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill put- 
ting off all ales of public lands until the 4th of March, 1841. 

Mr. CASEY offered the following resolution; which, being 
objected to, lies over: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of passing a uniform law con- 
cerning bankruptcies, particularly those of corporations and 
other bankers. 

_ Mr. SMITH of Maine submitted the following, which was ob- 
jected to, and lies over: 

Resolved, Thatthe Committee on Military Affairs inquire 
into the a of increasing the pay of non-commissioned 
officers and privates in the army. 

Mr. REYNOLDS submitted the following, which lies over: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be instructed to cause 
a survey and estimates to be made for the continuation of the 
Cumberland read from Vandalia, by Greenville, to Alion, in the 
State of Hiinois. 

Mr. CRABB submitted the following, which lies over: 

Resolved, That, with the consent of the Senate, the two 
Houses of Congress will adjourn sine die on the first yday ot 
— next. 

r. DAVIS of Indiana submitted the following, which was ob- 
jected to, and under the rule lics over; 

Resolved, That on Thursday next, at one o'clock, this House 
will proceed to dis ofthe question of instructing the Com. 
mittee of Ways and Means to report a bill for the continuation 
of the Cumberland road; and also to receive such petitions as 
shall not give rise to debate. 

Mr. SALTONSTALL submitted the following, which, be- 
ing objected to, lies over: 

hereas, five persons duly returned as members of this 
House by the Executive department of the State of New Jer- 
sey, in pursuance of the laws of said State, have not been per- 
mitted to take their seats in this House, according to invariable 
usage heretofore, on the alleged ground that certain other per- 
sons were suppoeed to have had a majority of votes at the polls, 
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whether said votes were legal! or not; and although _— of said 
votes were not only returned to the said Executive departinent, 
ee the laws of said State, and were therefore not 
counted by the said Executive; and whereas it is important 
that each State should ve at all times represented in this House, 
according fo its constitutional rights; therefore, ; 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of providing, by law, for the 
manner of holding elections for Representatives, and of making 
returns of said elections. 

Mr. BURKE submutted the following, which, being objected 
to, lies over: 

Resolved, That a select committee, to be composed of one 
member from each State of this Union, be appointed to inquire 
into the expediency of removing the seat of Government to some 
suitable location on the Ohio river, and that said committee be 
authorized to correspond, during the recess of Congress, with 
the Governors of the States of Ohio, Indiana, Ulinois, and Ken- 
tucky, with a view to the selection of a suitable site for the seat 
of Government; and that said committee be directed to report 
the result of their inquiries and their conclusions to this House 
at the commencement of the next session of Congress. 

Resolved, further, That Congress has no constitutional 
power toappropriate the revenues of the General Governinent 
derived from the customs, the public domain. or from other 
sources, for any object in the District of Columbia, except tor 
the erection of public buildings, the repair and improvement of 
the public property situated within the limits of said District, 
and for the necessary expenses of the Government. 

Resolved, further, That Congress has power to authorize the 
people of the District of Columbia to levy taxes upon them- 
selves, for all local and municipal purposes; and that when mo- 
ney is required for such purposes such authority should be 
forthwith granted. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST submitted the following, which, being 
objected to, lies over. 

‘hereas examinations and surveys have heretofore been 
made in the Narragansett bay, in Rhode Island, with a view to 
military and naval establishments, and reports have been made 
to the Navy Department, and communicated to Congress, con- 
taining evidence of the fitness and advantages of a place upon 
the waters of the bay for a naval depot: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United Stutes in Congress assembled. ‘That the Seereta- 
ry of the Navy, as soon as may be, cause such further exami- 
nations and surveys to be made as are, in his opinion, necessa- 
ry for ascertaining the fitness and the relative advantages or 
disadvantages of a place in the said Narragansett bay for a na 
val establishment, yard, and depot, on shore, and the best loca- 
tion thereof in said bay, with estimates of probable expense; 
and that said estimates and the reports of said examinations and 
surveys, when made, and all such evidence as is now, or may 
then be, in possession of his Department, as to such fitness and 
advantages, or disadvantages, be, by the said Secretary com- 
municated to Congress as soon as may be, with such viewsaud 
opinions as he may deem important. ; 

Resolved further, That for carrying this resolution into ef. 
fect, there be appropriated the sum of one thousand dollars, 
out ofany money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

On motion of Mr. BUTLER of Kentucky, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Private Land Claims be 
instructed to inquire into the propriety of confirming the title 
of George B. Steele, of Boone county, Kentucky, to a tract of 
land containing one hundred and fifty-seven and 37-110 acres, 
entered by him inthe Fayetteville land effice, in the State of 
Arkansas, and for which he has paid. 

On motion of Mr. CRARY, 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to communicate to this House, if compatible with the 
public service, whether the Government of Great Britain has 
expressed to the Government of the United States a desire to 
annul the arrangement entered into between the two Govern- 
ments in the month of April, 1817, respecting the naval force 
to be maintained upon the American Lakes; and that if said ar- 
rangement be not annulled, whether there has been any viola- 
tion of the same by the authorities of Great Britain. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs inquire into 
the expediency of making an appropriation to enable the Go- 
vernment to make a treaty with the Chippewa Indians for the 
purchase of their lands bordering on Lake Superior, in the Btate 
of Michigan. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of so amending the laws 
in regard to writs of error and appeals, as to permit parties to 
sue out and prosecute writs of error and take appeals, upon 
giving security fer costs only, where they are unable to give 
other security; the writs oferror and appeals in such cases 
not to operate as a supersedeas. 

On motion of Mr. HABERSHAM, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of admitting steam vessels or 
boats built of iron, in countries beyond the limits of the United 
States,and owned by citizens of the United States, to all the 
privileges of vessels built in the United States. 

On motion of Mr. BUTLER of Ky. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be in- 
structed to inquire into the propriety of restoring to Mrs. 
Frances L. Piatt, only daughter of Colonel William Piatt, an 
invalid pensioner,the pension relinquished by him tothe Govern- 
ment, but which he subsequently devised to his said ‘daughter; 
and that the will of Colonel Piatt, and papers on file in the 
pension office, be referred to said committee. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Private land Claims be 
instructed toinquire into the propriety of granting to Andrew 
Johnson of Scott county, Kentucky, any military bounty lands 
to which Capt. John Johnson of the Virginia line of the Revolu 
tion, may be entitled; and that an official transcripi of the papers 
filed by him in the Executive Department of Virginia in sup- 
port ot his claim, be referred to said committee. 

The following resolutions, offered by Mr. EVANS on the 10th 
of February, and laid on the table, were taken up, read, con- 
sidered, and agreed to: . 

Resived, That the President be requested to communicate to 
the House whether any, and, if any, what, measures have heen 
taken, since the rejection of the recommendation of the King of 
Holland ofa new line of beundary between the United States 
and the ee of New Lb nepaben to i San me in 
respectto the tepography of the territory in dispute, by survey 
or explanation of the teens on the part of the United States 
alone. Also, whether any measures have been adopted whereby 
the accuracy of the survey lately made under the authority of 
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ee 
the British Government, when communi oe 
eee ei S nicated, may be tested or 
esolv at resident be requested 
to the House copies of the arr: mela aniston into nutcase 
the Governor of Maine and Sir John Harvey, Lieuteng 
vernor of New Brunswick, through the mediation 7 ; 
General Scott, in the month of March last, together with Major 
of the instructions given to General Scott, and ofall corm 
ence with him relating to the subject of controversy betwee 
State of Maine and the Province of New Brunswick" ““* 
On motion of Mr. CURTIS, ; 
Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be ing, 
to inquire mto the expediency of making an appropriatin 
purchase a lot of land on the eastern side of the New Yo ae . 
tom house, for the purpose of light and ventilation. =e Re 
Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce inqy; inqui 
the expediency of extending the privileges of drawback inte a 
abolishing distincuions in ports of entry. Also, to inquire’ wn On 
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ther it be expedient to establish by law a syste, 

ing imported merchandise. yerem of warehoug Be 
On motion of Mr. E. DAVIES, relief 
Resolved, That the Committee on Public Buiidi 

Grounds inquire into the expediency of making an appr ngs and On 

to defray the a = enclosing, re drainin p> “ o Re 

ting under grass the public ground west of the Capitol’ inqui 

of the Powtane. F , ve im Oe Sm 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Buildings an, equi 


Grounds inquire into the expediency of removing the naval servic 
nument from the western front of the Capitol, and erecting ~ = 
some more suitable position. i Res 
On motion of Mr. ADAMS, Road 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed, beiwe 
report to this House a statement of all the public moneys of the = bury, 


United States invested in the stocks of the several States, an, 
cifying the amount invested in the stocks of each Sta the ¥ Res 
authority by which each investment was made, the teyms. and exped 
rate of interest of each contract, the security received for 7 navig: 
ment of interest and principal of each debt, the rate per Ce, Res 
given in the purchase of the bonds, and the market value of the wtruct 
said bonds at the times of the respective investinenis and at the 
present time. 












Mr. McKAY submitted the following, which, under the On. 
rule, lies over: Res 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be ingiryc; Roads 
ed to inquire into the expediency of passing a uniform law being | 
concerning bankruptcies, particularly those of corporations an; others, 
other bankers. that pe 
On motion of Mr. RANDALL, Cross | 
Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions Onn 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of Branting a pen. Reso 
sion to Lucy Whitmore, of the county of Lincoln and State of to ingy 
Maine, widow of Andrew Whitmore, a soldier of the Revoly. and ad 
tion. the Sta 
On motion of Mr. CLIFFORD, Reso 
Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be jp. to inqu 
structed to inquire into the expediency and justice of grantin of entry 
a pension to George Whittier, for injuries received in the la dusky 
war with Great Britain. On m 
On motion of Mr. JAMESON, Reso 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads | 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establieh ME Inga fF 


ing a post road from Massie’s Iron Works, by the Piney Ro cent, t 
Mills, John Busden’s, and Grisley’s, to Forsyth, county seat o Wayne, 
Taney county, Mo. Omo 

On motion of Mr. CHAPMAN, of Iowa, : Resol 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be instruct {MB Roads b 
ed to inquire into the expediency of of causing to be surveyediim ing a m 
the Northern boundary of the Sac and Fox half-breed tract, Greenbr 

























as to enable the judicial authority of Iowa to cauee partitiog 
thereofto be made. ¥ 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Landsfinqui 
into the expediency of extending the pre-emption laws so 
to include prairie and timbered land in the said grant. 

On motion of Mr. FISHER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Po 
Roads inquire into the expediency of establishing a post rou 
from Lexington, in Davidson county, North Carolina, to Moc 
ville, to Davis county, in said State. 

Ona motion of Mr, LUCAS, : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Peneior 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of increasing 
pension of John Grimm. 

On motion of Mr. BANKS, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be i 
structed to inquire into the expediency ,of providing, by la 
that any postmaster, collector, or receiver of public mone 
who shall fail to settle or make returns of his official acts at 
time in the mode prescribed by law, it shall be the duty oft 
officer having charge or management of the Department 
which such settiements or returns are required to be made, | 
give notive forthwith to the security or securities, of such 
linquency or default. 

On motion of Mr. SMITH of Maine, ees 
ane That the Committee on es in 
the expediency of placing buoys or spindles apot 
Ledge Brom Cove Rock, Trundy’s Reef, and Coon Is! 
Ledge, in and neai the harbor of Portland, in Maine. : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensiaa 
inquire into the expediency of placing the name of - fi 
— upon the list of pensioners under the act of July 
1838. ; 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be directed 
inquire inwo the expediency of reporting a resolve in favor ¢ 
John Phroof, of Bristol, Maine, for the amount of fishing boun 
upon schooner Pacific. : asta 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be inst 
to inquire into the expediency of g:anting 4 pension wo 
Clough, under the act of March 3, 1837, entitled “An wt . 
more equitable administration of the Navy Pension Fu 0 

Resolved, That the Committee for the District of Colts 
a into the expediency of granting to the Potomac - 
leghany Canal and lron Manufacturing Company, power 
and hold land in said District. ‘ Pensi 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary oT 
inquire into the expediency of placing the naine of Wm. 
lace, of Phipsburg, Maine, upon the list of Revolutionsry 
sioners. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary ay 

ire into the expedi of allowing to Ebenezer vy 
Seaham, Maine, his pension from March 4, 1820, 
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Resol t the Committee on the Judiciary be instruct- 
a. Ente expediency of reviving and continuing in 
edt the provisions of the section of an act, passed 
aa 3, 1817, entitled “An act to continue in force an act, en- 
Marc an act further to provide for the collection of duties on 
titled passed the 3dday of March, 1815, and for 
other pu 


Oa mouon of Mr. NISBET, — J aaa 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire into 
repriety of increasing the fees, or otherwise enlarging the 
tne aeeeation ofthe marshal for the district of Georgia, and that 
by bill or otherwise. / 
oie of Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed to 
‘quire into the expediency of establishing a port of entry at 
Buckeville, in South Carolina. 

On motion of Mr. ATHERTON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 

be instructed to inquire into the expediency of granting 
relief to Thomas McMaster, jr. in relation to a mail contract en- 
into by him. 
wren motion of Mr. CLIFFORD, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed to 
quire into the expediency ef regulating, by law, the compen- 
ation of consuls, either upon the basis of a fixed salary, or by 
requiting them to account for all moneys} received for official 
wrvices beyond a certain amount. 

On motionof Mr. BELL, | 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads inquire into the expediency of establishing a post route 
between he town of Statesville, in Wilson county, and Wood- 
bury, in the county of Conner, in the State of Tennessee. 

Oo motion of Mr. CARTER ofTennessee, = 
1 Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce inquire into the 
expediency of ordering a survey of the Tennessee river, and its 
navigable tributaries, with a view to their improvement. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be 1n- 
mructedto inquire into the propriety of granting a pension to 
John Woods, of the county of Jefferson, and State of Ken- 


. of Mr. CAMPBELL of Tennessee, _ 

Resolved, That {the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roadsbe directed to amend the law approved 7th July, 1838, 
being an act to establish certain post routes to discontinue 
others, 80. a8 to insert Scotteville, instead of Tompkinsville, in 
that part of the act establishing a _ route from Witchen’s 
Cross Roads, in Tennessee, to Tompkinsville, in Tennessee. 

On motion of Mr. SWEENY, : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of establishing a port of entry, 
andadistrict for the collection of revenue, at Port Clinton, in 
the State of Ohio. ; y 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
o inquire into the propriety of altering the name of the mee 
ofentry at Sandusky city, from that ef Poruland to that of San- 
dusky city. 

On mouion of Mr. GOODE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a route from Lima, Allen county, Ohio, via Vin- 
cent, the county seat of Vanwert county, Ohio, to Fort 
Wayne, in the State of Indiana. 

0 motion of Mr. BEIRNE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
inga mail route from Burdit’s post office, on Second creek, 
Greenbrier county, to Nichol and Hamilton’s_ store, ingMonroe 
county, Virginia. 

On motion of Mr. HOLLEMAN, ae 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce’ be instructed 
9 inquire into the expediency of placing buoys in Elizabeth 
river, #0 as to mark out the channel of said river. _ 

Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of increasing the pen- 
tion of James Roberts, an invalid peasioner of the United 


68. 
Resolved, That the,Committee on Invalid Pensions be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of allowing a pension to 
the widow of sergeant C. Leming, who was wounded in the 
discharge of his duty during the war of 1812. 
On motion of Mr. GRAHAM, : : 
Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
instructed to inquire into the propriety of granting to Isaac 
Levan, of Burke county, North Carolina, a pension for services 
rendered in the Sproteionny War. 
On motion of Mr. L. WILLIAMS, 
ed, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
instructed to inquire into the onpetionty of eatablish- 
& post road from Walnut Grove, in Virginia, to Bowers’s 
in Ashe county, North Caroli 
On motion of Mr. SAMU : 
Resolved, That leave be given to the representatives of 
Lieutenant Nathaniel Ashby to withdraw their papers filed in 
awa office, eed which wore, refered to the Committee 
i Revolutionary Pensions in the Twenty- Congress. 
Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be in- 
neted i inquire into the expediency of allowing a pension to 


yee. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
‘ads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of esta. 
ishing a post route from Moorfield, Hardy county, Virginia, by 
*. the V of the South Fork and Oak Fiat Fost Office 
Franklin, Pendleton county, Virginia. 
On motion of Mr. BEIRN 
a at the Comm ttee ‘on Revelutionary Pensions 
rected to eo into the expediency of allowing Joseph 
lon, a soldier of the Revolution, a pension. 
ed, That theCommittee on the Post Office and Post 
structed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
§* post route from Princeton, in Mercer county, by Rich 
ek, Camp Creek, and Glade Creek, so far as to intersect the 

route at Henry Hull’s, about fourteen miles from Black- 
’ River, towards Logan Court-house and Fayette Court- 


na. 
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Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 

is he instructed to inquire into the expediency of reim- 
ming Jas. F. Teas, ter at Coalsmouth, Virginia, the 
unt paid by him for having the mail transported from said 
Xt to Gallipolis, Ohio, agreeably to instructions from the 
ra! Post Office Department. 


On motion of Mr. STOR 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
te inquire into the expediency of an appropriation by Con- 
gress forthe purpose of removing. Chester Rock, so called, 
into the channel of Connecticut river. at or nearthe mouth of 
Chester creek, or any other impediments to the navigation of 
Connecticut river, in that vicinity. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of extending 
the mail route from the town of Wolcott, in the State of Con- 
necticut, to the town of Bristol, in said State. 

On motion of Mr. TILLINGHAST, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads inquire into the expediency of establishing a mail route 
from Providence, in Rhode. Island, to West Brookfield, in Mas- 
sachusetts, via Sutton street and Oxford, or as they may deem 
most Convenient from evidence that may be before them. 

_ Resolved, That the Commitee on Military Affairs inquire 
into the expediency of providing, by law, for the payment of a 
reward of dollars for every Indian warrior, or ally, 
or associate of Indians, who has been, or, at the time of capture, 
shall have been engaged in active hostilities against the United 
States in Flerida, or any State adjoining thereto; and of 

dollars for every other individual, of whatever age or sex, be- 
longing to, or asseciated with, any hostile wibe or band of In- 
dians in Florida; payable to the person, or persons, by whom 
such warriors or other individuals aforesaid shall be taken and 
delivered alive to some competent authority of the United 
States; and of a reward in money, payable to such Indian, or 
other men and women, and children, belonging to, or associ- 
ated with, any hostile tribe or band, as shall voluntarily, with- 
out Capture, peaceably surrender to some competent authority 
= the United States, in such manner as may be provided by 
aw. 

On motion of Mr. HASTINGS, of Massachusetts, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of allowing to 
Elijah Borden the artears of a pension from the 25th day of 
September, 1820, when he was stricken from the pension roll, 
until the 19th day of January, 1832, when his name was restored 
to the roll. 

On motion of Mr. CUSHING, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be inetructed 
to inquire into the expediency of providing for the placing and 
maintenance of suitable buoys and piers for working and deep- 
ening the channel of the river Merrimac. 

On motion of Mr. ADAMS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of increasing the pen- 
sion of Major Charles Larrabee, who lost an arm in battle in the 
last war with Great Britain. 

On motion of Mr. CORWIN, 

Resolved, That the memorial to Congress of the delegation 
fram the Cherokee tribe of Indians, be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Indian Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. DAVIS of Indiana, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a mail route from Springville, in Lawrence county, by the 
way of the Virginia Furnace and Stamford, in Monroe county, 
White Hall, and Spencer, in Owen county, to Greencastle, in 
Putnam county, in the State of Indiana, to Crawfordsville, in 
Montgomery county. 

On motion of Mr. RARIDEN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a mail route from Benton, in Elkhart county, Indiana, to 
Pleasant Lake, where the State road enters the Defiance road, 
near Steubenville. Also, a mail route from Marseilles, in No- 
ble county, Indiana, to Benton, Elkhart county, Indiana. 

On motion of Mr. WICK, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Claims be instructed to 
to inquire into the propriety of making compensation to Chan- 
cy Carter] for making a journey from nana, Indiana, to 
the seat of Government, for the purpose of adjusting his ac- 
counts as a disbursing agent of the bureau of Indian Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. CRABBE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of esta- 
blishing post routes as follows, viz: From Augusta, Georgia, to 
Tuscaloosa, Ababama, by way of the Georgia railroad, to its 
western termination; thence by the following places, in four 
horse post coaches, three times a week, to wit: Madison. Mor- 
gan county; Covington. Newton county; McDonough’s, Henry 
county; Fayetteville, Fayette county; Newnan, Coweta coun- 
ty; and Carrollton, Carroll county, in Georgia; thence by Aber- 
chooka Gold Mines, in Randolph county, Talladega, Kimul ga, 
Columbiana, Montevallo, and Centreville, in Alabama; from 
Pickensville to Yorkville, in Pickens county; and from Marion 
to Uniontown, in Perry county, State of Alabama. 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing the following post routes in Alabama, to wit: From Pike- 
ville, through Millville, in Marion ceunty, to Wall’s Tan Yard, 
in Mississippi; from Athens, through Gilbertsboro, to Pulaski, 
Tennessee; from Russelville to Fulton, in Mississippi. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instracted 
to inquire into the expediency of establishing a general bank- 
rept law. 


IN SENATE. 


Tvespay, March 10, 1840. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a memoria! frem citizens ef New 
York for a general bankrupt law; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. ; 

Mr. WALL presented a similar petition, which was referred 
te the same committee. 

Mr. W. said he embraced that opportunity of saying that the 
Committee on the Judiciary had a bill in preparation, which 
would fr bably be reported the beginning of next week. 

Mr. W. also presented a memorial of a number of citizens of 
New Jersey, asking the establishment of a mail route; which 
was refered to the Committee on the Post office and Post Roads. 

Mr. HENDERSON presented two resolutions of the Legisla- 
ture of Mississippi, asking the establishment of certain post 
routes therein designated, which were referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Post Uffice and Post Roads. 

Mr. H. also presented a memorial of the Legislature of Mis. 

, asking that Congress may cause the value of the six- 


teenth sections in the Chickasaw purchase, to be 

and to pay the same over te the schoo! fund; and aleo asking a 
grantof all the public lands in the State, for the purposes of in- 
ternal improvement; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama presented the late report of the Ala- 
bama Commissioners of the Tennessee river canal, made to the 
Legislature of that State, exhibiting the progress and present 
condition of that improvement. 

Mr. C. referred to certain joint resolutions of the two Houses 
of the Alabama Legislature, asking a relinquishment to that 
State of the exclusive contro] of the works going on for the re- 
moval of obstructions to the navigation of the Tennessee river; 
which, be said, had been presented at the last session of Con- 
gress, and, at its close, left on the files of the Senate; and which 
had again been referred to the Committee on Ruads and Ca- 
nals at an early day of the present session. Mr. C. stated that 
the funds produced by the sale of lands heretofore granted for 
that purpose, (as far as they would sell on the terms authorized 
by Congress,) had been faithfully applied, and were exhausted, 
without completing that great work; and the Legislature now 
asked the proposed relinquishment that they might devise ways 
and means to remove the remaining obstructions. Mr. C. ad. 
verted to the great importance of the improvements contem- 
plated in the river Tennessee, and hoped the subject would re- 
ceive early consideration by the committee. He said, although 
the principal obstructions, presented by the Muscle Shoals, had 
been overcome by a canal, about fifleen miles in length, there 
yet remained other obstructions, above and below, which re- 
quired removal; and without which navigation could not be 
carried on in ordinary tides of the river. 

The documents presented by Mr. C. were referred to the 
Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. NORVELL presented the petition of J. L. Schoolcraft 
praying the payment ofa sum of money guarantied to be jad 
tohim ina treaty with the Outowa and Chippewa Indians; 
which was referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky presented two memorials asking for 
the imposition of a moderate duty on imported silks; which 
were referred to the Committee on Finance 

Mr. C. also presented various memorials remonstratine 
against the use of bloodhoundsin the Florida war; which were 
laid on the table. 

Mr. SOUTHARD also presented a memorial in relation to 
the bloodhounds; which was also laid on the table. 

M. TALLMADGE presented a memorial of citizens of New 
Yerk in favor of a general bankrupt law; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. BENTON presented a memorial from citizens of Mis- 
souri, praying fora passage ofa pre-emption law for the better 
security of the settlers on the public lands; which was refer- 
rad to the Committee on the Public Lands, 

Mr. PORTER presented the petition of Henry H. Brown; 
which was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. STURGEON presented the petition of a number of mas- 
ters and owners of steamboats navigating the western waters, 
praying a modification of the act of July 7, 1838; which wae 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed.’ s 

Mr. 8. also presented two memorials remonstrating against 
the use of bloodhounds in the Florida war; which were Jaid on 
the table. 

Mr. LINN, frem the Committee on Private Land Claims, re. 
ported @ bill for the relief of the legal representatives of Pierre 
Bonhommie; which was read, and ordered to a second reading- 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, to which 
was referred the petition of the heirs of Robert Fulten, made 
a detailed report adverse to the claim, which he gave notice he 
would call up this day two weeks. 

Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, reported 
a bill for the relief of Samuel McKay; which was read, and or- 
dered to a second reading. y 

Mr. PRENTISS, from the Committee on Pensions, to which 
was referred the claim of Frederick Sammons, made an adveise 
report thereon. 

r. NORVELL submitted the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
uested to communicate, if in his judgment compatible wiih 

the public interest, any information he may possess, or which 
may have been received by any Department of the Executive, 
touching any fortification or military works which have been 
constructed within ihe last eighteen months, or which may be in 
progress of construction, or any naval or aT armamenis 
which have been prepared, or may be preparing, by the British 
authorities along or near the Northern and Northwestern fron- 
tiers of the United States. 

Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be request- 
ed to cause to be communicated to the Senate a detailed chrono- 
logical statement of the purchases of land made from each In- 
dian tribe within the limits of the United States since the estab- 
lishment of the present Federal Government; showing the suc- 
cessive purchases in each tribe separately, with whole 
amount given by the Uniied States in consideration thereof, 
whether in money, lands, goods, | provisions, or aids, or in any 
other way whatsoever—the whule to be arranged under 
heads, with such remarks as may be ony to exhibit a just 
view of the full amount paid and contracted for to be paid in 
consideration of each purchase, and followed by a general table 
to show the total of the purchasesand payments in the case of 
each tribe, and also the aggregate of the whole, 

The bills ordered to be engrossed yesterday were severally 
read a third time and passed. 

The bill to relinquish to the State of Alabama the two Loe 
cent fund reserved by the act of her admission into the U 
to be applied to the making of a road or roads leading to said 
State; 

The bill to establish an additional land district in the State of 
ATT he bit i izi be issued to Joseph Campan 

e bill authorizing a patent to be issued to Jose . 

were seveally ae in Committee of the Whole, and 
ordered to be engrossed. 

The Senate then adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
‘Tusspay, March 10, 1840. 
The reading of the journal having progressed for some time, 
Mr. LEET rose and said he could perceive no particular ad- 
vantage to the House, in having the resolutions itted on 
yesterday read over by the Crgax this morning. were 
very numerous, and have no doubt been carefully copied into 
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"he journal, and will be published. Mr. L. intimated his iaten- 
tion to move that the further reading be dispensed with; but 

Mr. STANLY demanding the reading to be proceeded with, 

Mr LEBT did sot press his motion. 

The Cugex having continued the reading of the resolutions 
for some time, 

On motion of Mr. CITAPMAN of Alabama, the further read- 
ing of the journal was dispensed with. 

r. COOPER of Georgia wished to submit a motion to 
amend the journal of yesterday, which he knew could only be 
done by the universal consentof the House. He on yesterday 
submitted a resolution proposing to have printed, for the use of 
the members, a sermon on Christian courtesy, delivered on the 
jast Sabbath by the Chaplain of the House. He did not ap- 
yvehend that the resolution would meet with any objection. 

fe had since understood that the resolution was objected to on 
the ground of discourtesy to the members. He was the last 
man in that House who would knowingly do an act which 
could even admit of such a construction. His only object was 
to call to the minds of the members what he believed they well 
knew individually. Theonly request that he then wished to 
make, was, that he might be permitted to withdraw the resolu- 
tion from the journal, He wished to withdraw it, because 
it was understood by some gentlemen asidiscourteous. He had 
other reasons which if necessary he could state. 

The question was put, and the [louse unanimously agreed to 
the withdrawal.’ 

Mr. GRAVES made a motion to modify his resolution, which 
appeared on the journal of yesterday, in relation to his call on 
the Postmaster General; and the proposition having been ruled 
out of order, he madea motion to suspend the rules, for the pur- 
pose; which was disagreed to without acount 

Mr. RANDOLPH inquired of the Cuare whether the resolu- 
tion submitted by the geatleman from Virginia,(Mr. Rives, ] re- 
apecting the Governor, was entered on the jonrnal. 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative? 

Mr. RANDOLPH eaid he understood that the gentleman 
from Georgia, [Mr. Cooper,) had on yesterday demanded the 
question of reception. He thought that when the question of 
reception was moved, the matter on which it was moved, did 
not go on the journal until that question was decided 

Mr. COOPER of Georgia said he moved the question of con- 
sideration. His object was to test the question of reception. He 
confessed that he was unwilling, at this time, that the preamble 
should be received. 

The SPEAKER said the question of consideration only hav- 
ing been moved, the resolution was received, and on that mo- 
tion was laid over under the rule 

Mr. STANLY moved to amend the journal by inserting the 
name of the member who on yesterday objected to the consid 
eration of his resolution proposing that the General Govern- 
ment should pay over the instalment due to the States of the 
surplus revenue 

Mr. DROMGOOLE, who had objected on yesterday, was per 
fecly willing that his name should appear on the journal, 
though it was unusual to do so. 

The SPEAKER said it was not usual to insert on the journal 
the name cf the gentleman objecting; and thatit could not be 
done except by a vote of the House. 

Mr. STANLY moved a suspension of the rules for the pur- 
pose; whith was, however, disagreed to without a count. 

Mr. BOTTS asked leave of the House to present a report from 
the minority of the Commitiee of Elections in relation to the 
New Jersey claimants. 

The SPEAKER said it could only be received by the general 
consent of the House. 

Mr. PETRIKIN objected to the reception of the report. He 
had ne objection to receiving it and having it printed with the 
report of the majority of the committee, but he was opposed to 
letting it in at that time to interfere with the question before the 
House. 

Mr. BOTTS moved a suspension of the rulesto enable him 
to present the report; and on that meuion demanded the yeas 
and nays} which were ordered. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE wiehed to know what would be the effect 
of receiving the minority report. He asked if the House took 
any action on it--whether it would supersede the business now 
before the House, 

The SPEAKER was of opinion that it would not. 

Mr. TURNEY: Iwant to know what would be the effect of 
suspending the rules, if a debate should spring up on a 
motion to print these papers. Would that imteriere with the 
pending business on which the previous question had been 
moved? 

The SPEAKER was of opinion that it would. 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut: On behalf of the minority of the 
Committee of Elections, I wish to say that it is not our intention 
to move the printing of the minority report, nor to interfere with 
the other question before the House, 

The question was then taken on the motion to suspend the 
rules, and resulied—yeas 126, nays 80. 

So the House refused to suspend the rules. 

‘The SPEAKER announced that the business before the House 
was the proposition of the gentleman from New York, [Mr. 
Fitcmonrs, } as tollows: 

Whereas this House did, by aresolution adopted on the 28th 
February, 1810, among other things, direct the Committee ot 
Elections “to report forthwith which five of the ten individuals 
claiming seats from the State of New Jersey received the 
greatest numberof lawful votes from thejwhole State for Repre- 
sentatives in the Congress of the United States at the election of 
1838, in said State.” 

Aud whereas this House had previously referred evidence to 
that eommitiee tending to show that the poll at South Amboy, 
in said State, at said ejection, was not held according to law, 
and that numerous votes given at said election were unlawful, 
because the persons voling had no legal mght to vote, and the 
parties to said contest are now absent from this city with the 
consent and under the authority of said committee, taking tes- 
timony mn said case, for the purpose of ascertaining who re- 
ceived the greatest number of Jawful votes at said election in 
said State. And whereas certain depositions alleged to have 
been taken by one of the parties to said contest, in pursuance 
of the directions of said committee, ina sealed envelope, were 
addressed to the Speaker of this House, tending to show, as is 
alleged, that the polls at South Amboy were not held according 
to law, and that unlawlul votes were taken at said poll. Ana 
whereas said committee, in acting on the resolution of this 
House, refused to consider any portion of said evidence, but de- 
termined to report, and have reported, simply the number “of 
votes adjudged to have been given to the several claimants by 
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the Governor and Pivy Council of New Jersey, together with 
those returned by the election officers of the townships of Mill 
ville, in Cumberland county, and South Amboy, in Middlesex 
county, to the clerks of said counties respectively,” without in- 
quiring whether said votes were latwful or not. 

Therefore resolved, That said report be recommitted to said 
committee with instructions to inquire and report to this House, 
with all convenient despatch, which five of the ten claimants to 
the vacant eea's in this House from eaid State received the 
greatest number of lawful votes at the last Congressional election 
in eaid Siate. 

And the following stbstitute therefor, offered by the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Perrixin,) on which the pie- 
vious question had been moved; 

Whereas it appears by the report of the Committee of Elee- 
tions that Philemon Dickerson, Peter D. Vroom, Daniel B. Ry- 
all, William R. Cooper, and Joseph Kille, received the greates 
number of lawful votes cast in the State of New Jersey, at the 
election holden in that State for Representatives in the Twenty- 
sixth Congress: 

Resolved, That Philemon Dickerson, Peter D. Vroom, Da- 
niel B. Ryall, William Cooper, and Joseph Kille, are entitled to 
take their seats in the House of Representatives, as members of 
the Twenty-sixth Congress, and that the Speaker of the House, 
on their presenting themselves, qualify them assuch: Provided, 
That’ nothing herein contained shall prevent the investigation 
into said election from being continued in the manner hereto- 
fore authorized by a majority of the Committee of Elections, 
on the application of the five claimants for said seats. 

Mr. PETRIKIN then asked leave to modify his amendment, 
by inserting the words “prima facie upon the evidence in pos- 
ression of the committee,” to come in after thejword “that,” in 
the second line. 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut apprehended that the modifica- 
tion was not in order, after the previous question was called. 
A new proposition would then be before the House. 

Mr. BOTTS inquired whether the previous question could be 
putona proposition that never was before the House. If the 
roodification of the gentleman from Pennsylvania was made, the 
proposition would be a new one, and not the oue on which the 
previous question Was moved, 

The CHAIR said that the gentleman from Pennsylvania had 
a right to make the modification, before the question was 
taken. 

Mr. LINCOLN made some remarks which, from the noise 
and confusion prevailing at the time, were not heard, and con- 
cluded by appealing from the decision of the CHarr. 

Mr. PETRIKIN then said that, as his modification had cre- 
atedso much noise and confusion among the Opp_sition mem- 
bers, he would, in order to relieve the Speaxer and the House 
from further embarrassment, withdraw his modification. 

The appeal, then, of course, fell to the ground, and the ques- 
tion was taken by tellers--Messrs. Bynum of North Carolina 
aud Camppe.y of Tennessee—who, after counting the voters 
passing through them, announced the result as—ayes 109, 
noes 8&1. 

Mr. FILLMORE then called for the yeas and nays on the pre- 
vious question, which were ordered, and resulted in—yeas 113, 
nays ®. 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut here moved to lay the resolution 
and amendment on thetable, and this question was decided in 
the negative—yeas 92, nays 115, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alford, John W. Allen, Andrews, 
Barnard, Bell, Bond, Boits, Brockway, Calhoun, William B. 
Campbell, Carter, Chinn, Chittenden, Clark, James Cooper, 
Mark A. Cooper, Corwin, Crabb, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, 
Cashing, Edward Davies, Garret Davis, Dawson, Deberry, 
Dennis, Diilett, Edwards, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, Rice 
Garland, Gates, Gentry, Goggin, Goode, Graham, Granger, 
Graves, Green, Grinnel, Habersham, W. 8. Hastings, 
Hawes, Henry, John Hill of Virginia, Hoffman, James, 
Jenifer, Charles Johnston, William Cost Johnson, Kempehall, 
King, Lincoln, McCaity, Marvin, Mason, Mitchell, Monroe, Mor- 
gan, Calvary Morris, Nisbet, Osborne, Pope, Proffit, Randall, 
Randolph, i Rariden, Rayner, Ridgway, Russell, Saltonstall, 
Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, 8 anly, Storrs, Stuart, Talia- 
ferro, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, 
Wagner, John White, Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, 
Joseph L. Williams, and Christopher H. Williams—$92, 


NAYS—Meesrs. Judson Allen, Anderson, Atherton, Banks, 
Beat:y, Beirne, Blackwell, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, 
Burke, Sampson H. Butler, William O. Butler. Bynum, John 
Campbell, Carr, Carroll, Casey, Chapman, Clifiord, Coles, 
Conner, Crary, Cross, Dana, Davee, John Davis, John W. 
Davis, Doan, Doig, Dromgovie, Duncan, Ear), Eastman, Ely, 
Fine, Fisher, Fioyd, Fornance, Galbraith, James Ga-land, 
Gerry, Hammond,Hard,J. Mastings, Hawkins,John Hill of N C, 
Hillen, Hoileman, Helmes, Hook, Hopkins, Howard, Hubbard, 
Jameson, Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, 
John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Leadbetter, Lect, Leonard, 
Lewis, Loweil, Lucas, McClellan, McKay, Marchand, Medill, 
Miller, Montgomery, Samuel W. Morns, Newhard, Parish, 
Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Petrikin, Pickens, Prentiss, Ram- 
sey, Reynolds, Rhett, Rives, Robinson, Edward Rogers, James 
Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, Albert Smith, John Smith, 
Thomas Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, Sumter, 
Swearingen, Sweeny, Taylor, Francis Thomas, Philip F. 
Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Turney, David D. Wagener, Wat. 
terson, Welier, Wick, Henry Williams, Sherrod Williams, and 
Worthington—113. 


RANDOLPH asked if a motion to postpone would be in 
order. 

The SPEAKER replied in the negative. 

Mr. RANDOLPH asked for the reading of the proviso in the 
amendment, which was done. 

Mr. R. then asked for the reading of the proviso in the origi- 
nal instructions moved by the gentleman from Tennessee, but 

Nr. PETRIKIN objecting, it was done. 

The SPEAKER having announced the main question to be 
on the amendment of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, {Mr. 
PETRIKIN, | 

Mr. RANDOLPH called for a division of the question, so as 
take it first on all that part of the amendment preceding the 
proviso; but withdrew the cali at the request of Mr. FILL- 
MORE. 

The SPEAKER again put the question to the House; when 

Mr. MONROE asked if it was now in order for him to state 
his reasons for net voting on this question; and if it was not now 
in order, he desired to know when it would be in order. 

The SPEAKER replied that it would not be in order, but that 
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the gentleman could ask to be excused fro i 
sive bie reasons for desiring to be excused m voting, and ther 

Mr. MUNROE then rose and asked the House to excy 
from voting on the question. His reasons were these: he aoe him 
upon to vote upon a question which he did not understand i: 
whole meritsof. He had not read the reportof the caen the 
and had not heard it read so asto understand it. It had Miter, 
printed, and he was ealled upon to vote on A question ne” 
this Honse, involving greater constitutional difficulties t} fore 
had ever been called on to decide. He now solemnly pr ban 
against being compelled to vote, and he called on the ap 
excuse him from committing so great an outrage oy -. 
“The q tion was then taken, and Mr. M ‘ 

1é questio y 5 . MUNR » 
from v cane without a division. OB Was excures 

The yeas aud nays were then called over by the Currx 
when tha name of Mr. Gocoin was called. he asked if he 
have the privilege ofasvigning his reasons for the votg . 
about to give; but the Speaker declared that he could no ~~ 
der the rules ofthe House, do so. The CLERK then pom d 
with, and finished, the call of the yeas and nays, when, and be 
fore the result was announced by the CHarr, 

Mr. RUSSELL rose and observed that the importaneg of th 
question induced him to ask whether those gentlemen _ 
were within the Hal!, and had not voced, should jor be - 
quired to doso. There were several gentlemen, he said. p., 
sent, who had not voted when called by the Cenk. + he 

The SPEAKER replied that he had no power over the gy). 


+ and 
Could 


ject. 
: Mr. RUSSELL wished to know whether there was nota ryjp 
os ee House requiring every member who was presen; ,, 
vote, 

The SPEAKER informed the gentleman that there was sy¢), 
a rule, but it was it wasnotthe province of the Cuair to ep. 
forceit. The onlycourse of the gentleman was to submi:, 
motion for the House to decide. , 

Mr. RUSSELL. There are in the House, and in their sea 
several gentlemen who have not responded to the call of the 
Crierk, and I nnderstand that they will not. Now, whether th 
votes of these gentiemen will or will not change the resy);, | 
will not inquire. Lonly wish toinquire whether the rule jg io 
be enforced, and I now zsk the SPEAKER tO have the nayea oj 
the gentlemen who declined voting, called. F 

The SPEAKER said that the only wey for the gentleman tp 
accomplish his object was to designate the names of the geni\: 
man who were in their seats, and declined voting. 

Mr. RUSSELL said that he would do so; and first, he wou); 
name the gentleman from Massactimsetts, (Mr. Joun Quincy 
Apams,] and ask that he be called on to vote. 

The SPEAKER. Ue has been called on to vote. 

Mr. PROFFIT. I move that he be compelled to vote. 

Much noise and confusion prevailing, 

Mr. COOPER of Georgia called on the Citar to preserve 
order; and 

The SPEAKER having succeeded in restoring order, 

Mr. RUSSELL assured the House that it was with no desir: 
to embarrass its proceedings that he persisted in his moiiop 
His object was to determine whether the rules of the House 
were or were not to be regarded, and he w uld therefore ask 
the attention of the Ilouse while he read the 36t rule. Mr. R. 
then read the 36th rule, the substance of which is that when a 
question istaken, every member who is present in the ball 
shall vote on it, unless excused by the House. Mr.R. coucludel 
by expressing the hope that the rule would be enforced. 

The SPEAKER asked the gentleman to submit a motion 

Mr. RUSSELL then submitted a resoiution that Jouy Qe 
cy ApamMs, a member of this House from Massachusetts, and 
now in his seat, be required to vote on the question pending, te- 
fore the vote on the same is announced. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE and several! other gentlemen rose at the 
same time, inquiring whether the resolution was in order at his 
ume. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland appealed to the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Russet] to withdraw his resolution. He 
could see no good that could be affected by any attempt on the 
part of this House to enforce this particular rule when ap ini. 
vidual refusing to vote was more responsible to the country tha 
he was tothe House. He hoped the gentleman would not em 
barrass the proceedings of the House by persisting in this mo 
tion, andin which, if 1t prevailed, the House might be foiled in 
attempting to carry itout. 

As the decision of the Honse on this question could not te 
altered even by adding in the votes of the few who hal 
not voted, he hoped the gentleman would not deem it necessary 
to persist in his motion. Tt was, he thought, a delicate mat! 
to attempt to compel gentlemen to vote on questions in regatl 
to which they entertained conscientious scruplec. He vow 
himself under great doubts; and he for one would rather have 
subjected himself to the censures of this House than to the cen: 
sures of his conscience, had he entertained the scruples that | 
understood these gentlemen did. This was a question in fea 
tion to which any conscientious man might avoid it on, ! 
as the report stated that the gentlemen named in it had receir- 
ed the greatest number of lawful votes, they might well hes, 
tate about voting against it. He himself believed that the re 
port stated the facts incorrectly, and therefore had voted agaius 
he amendment. Hecouldsee no possible good in attemping 
to enforce the rules, when it was obvious that such doubis wert 
tentertained by the gentlemen who declined voting. 

Mr. PETRIKIN asked if debate was in order. 

The SPEAKER replied that it was. . ; 

Mr PETRIKIN then moved to lay Mr. Russ&1’s res0t 
tion on the table. 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS called for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. RUSSELL thea modified his resolution, 80 as to reae 
substance as follows: Q 

Resolved, That the House do refuse to excuse a 
Apams, Joun W. ALLEN, and Epwarp Stanzy, (30 7 
other name not heard by the Reporter,) from voting all 

uestion pending before the House, and that the CLERK 
these gentlemen to vote. . 

Mr. DROMGOOLE said it was not in order to offer ares’ 
tion that the House will refuse to excuse gentlemen from vou" 
who have notasked to be excused. It was also out of order 
move a resolution after the yeas and nays had been pa rf 
before the result was anooanced by whe Coa. It oe 
order to interpose any motion to delay tne , 

result of the vote that had been taken.. When that result 
announced, gentlemen might then, if they pleased, fool 
those members who had been refractery, had re 
vote. 
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